




From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

It is a matter of great joy and pride to share with you that the Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata, the oldest and the heritage institution of the country, has 
observed the concluding part of the yearlong programme of the 'Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav' (75 years of India’s Independence). On the occasion 
of the 76th Independence Day this year, a daylong compact package of 
programmes began with the hoisting of National Flag by the President of 
the Asiatic Society, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick.  It was done on the 
rooftop of the new building at Park Street in the most befitting manner where 
16, Assam Regiment Pipe Band from Military also took part. The President 
and one of the Vice-Presidents, Professor Pradip Bhattacharya, along with 
the General Secretary, Dr. S.B. Chakrabarti and Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, 
Biological Science Secretary, spoke on the occasion. Simultaneously flag 
hoisting ceremony was also organised at Salt Lake Building (Raja Rajendralala 
Mitra Bhavan). The National Flag was hoisted there by Lt. Col. Anant Sinha, 
the Director of the Society.

Immediately after flag hoisting at Park Street building the composite 
exhibition was opened in the 5th floor. A total of four separate aspects were 
displayed, namely (i) the journey of the Asiatic Society since  Independence, 
(ii) the precious possession of select 75 manuscripts out of the huge number 
available at the Society, (iii) the important publications of the Society, and 
(iv) the collection of books in the Society’s library on partition of India as well 
as on India’s Independence. 

The next programme of the day was the observance of 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo in the Sir William Jones Bhavan at Park Street, 
Kolkata. The President, the General Secretary and some Sectional Secretaries, 
members of the Society and members of the staff paid respect by offering 
the floral tributes before the portrait of Sri Aurobindo. 

The programme concluded with a cultural event entitled  'Partition 
and Independence : Reflections in Literature  & Cinema' organised by the 
employees of the Society. On this occasion a blood donation camp was also 
organised by the Society on 12th August, 2022. The staff members of the 
Society, the Council members and other members and well-wishers took 
active part in both organising the programme and also remaining present 
all through the day.

On 4th of August and 12th of August, 2022 two special lectures were 
organised under the broad theme 'The Ancient Indian Cultural Tradition' 
proposed under 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'. Swami Atmapriyananda Maharaj, 
Pro-Chancellor, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational and Research 
Institute, Belur Math, Howrah, spoke on 4th August on 'Upanishads : The 
Marvellous Exploratory Science of Consciousness' and Professor Samiran 
Chakrabarti, Former Director, Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati University, 
delivered his lecture on 12th August, 2022 on 'Vedic Beginnings of Ancient 
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Indian Intellectual Traditions'. These lecture series 
will continue with a few more in the months to 
come. In fact, the Society has also organised a 
few more programmes on this very occasion 
of 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' beginning from 
15.08.2021. To cite for instance, exhibition on 
rare manuscripts on Ayurveda (02.11.2021), 
seminar on National Science Day (28.02.2021) 
based on our collections of manuscripts on 
Bhaskaracharya, seminar on World Heritage 
Day (18.04.2021), International Museum Day 
(18.05.2021), International Day of Biological 
Diversity (24.05.2021), and cultural programmes 
based on patriotic songs of Tagore and Nazrul by 
our employees (30.05.2021), extempore speech 
by the employees in Hindi on the importance of 
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' (14.09.2021) and so on. 

Friends, looking back the month of September 
brings to us many memories together to reflect 
back on some important hallmarks of the past 
which could be recorded. For example, the 
Independence that we got from the clutches 
of the colonial rulers, who initially gathered 
around the East India Company, which was 
established on 22nd September, 1599. The 
Provisional Government which was formed 
on 2nd September, 1945 had its root in the 
formation of INA on 1st of September, 1942.  
When we observe the International Literacy Day 

on 8th September, we remember simultaneously 
the birthday of the second President of India, Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan on 5th September, 1888 
and this day is observed as the National Teachers' 
Day. Some eminent visionaries were born in 
September, for example Acharya Brajendra Nath 
Seal (03.09.1864), Dadabhai Naoroji (04.09.1825), 
Acharya Vinoba Bhave (11.09.1895), Gaganendra 
Nath Tagore (17.09.1867), Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar (26.09.1820) and our Founder of the 
Asiatic Society, Sir William Jones (28.09.1746). 
Sir William Jones’s initiative of spreading out 
the roots of excellence of Indian Culture and 
Civilization to the West was one direction while 
Swami Vivekananda’s historical speech in the 
Religious Congregation in Chicago on 19th 
September, 1893 became another direction in 
reaching out the message of Indian Spiritualism 
based on the Vedantic tenets throughout the 
globe. 

The backdrop of this Platinum Jubilee 
Celebration will certainly place us gradually 
in prioritizing our future targets when we will 
be ready to celebrate the Centenary of our 
precious Independence with all dignities and 
commitments of the nation already reflected in 
the Preamble of our Constitution.

Please keep well and safe.

(S. B. Chakrabarti)
	 General Secretary
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Meeting Notice

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF  
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON  

MONDAY,  5th September 2022 AT 5.00  P.M. AT THE  
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY 

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

A G E N D A

1.	 Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting 
held on 1st August, 2022.

2.	 Exhibition of presents made to the Society in August, 2022
3.	 Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
4.	 Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under 

Regulation 49(f ).
5.	 Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per 

Regulation 49(g).
		  The names of the candidates for Ordinary Membership as recommended by the 

Council in its meeting held on 30th August 2022 for election under Regulation 5 
(The details are given separately as an Annexure to the Notice).

6.	 The following paper will be read by Shri Bhagirath Mishra :  
"Bonsaiyer Itihas"

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016
Dated : 25.08.2022
	 	 (S B Chakrabarti)

		  General Secretary



Paper 
to be read

বনসাইয়ের ইতিহাস
ভগীরথ  মিশ্র 
বঙ্কিম পুরস্কারজয়ী কথাসাহিত্যিক ও বনসাই বিশেষজ্ঞ

‘বনসাই’ একটা জাপানি শব্দ। বলা ভাল�ো, বন ও সাই এই দুটি জাপানি শব্দ মিলে বনসাই 
নামক নতুন শব্দটি তৈরি হয়েছে। বন (Bon) অর্থে থালাজাতীয় অগভীর পাত্র এবং সাই (Sai) 

অর্থে গাছ। বনসাইয়ের সরল অর্থ তবে থালাজাতীয় অগভীর পাত্রে গাছের চাষ। আক্ষরিক অর্থে 
সংজ্ঞাটি এই হলেও, প্রকৃতপক্ষে বনসাইয়ের সংজ্ঞা আরও অনেক ব্যাপক। বনসাই অবশ্যই অগভীর 

টবের গাছ, কিন্তু অগভীর টবের গাছ মাত্রেই বনসাই নয়। অর্থাৎ কেবল অগভীর টবে থাকলেই হবে 
না, অগভীর টবের একটি গাছকে বনসাই হয়ে উঠতে গেলে বেশ কয়েকটি শর্ত পূরণ করতে হবে। 
সেটা অবশ্য অন্য প্রসঙ্গ। 

আপাতত আমাদের আল�োচ্য বিষয় হল বনসাইয়ের ইতিহাস। যদিও বনসাই একটি জাপানি শব্দ, 
যদিও জাপানই অবশিষ্ট বিশ্বের সামনে বনসাইকে হাজির করেছে, কিন্তু  উদ্ভিদচর্চার এই বিশেষ শাখাটির 
উৎপত্তি জাপানে নয়, চিনে।  জাপানে যা বনসাই, চিনদেশে তাকেই বলা হয় পানসাই (pun-sai)। 

কিন্তু জাপানি বনসাইই হ�োক, কিংবা চিনা পানসাই, এই চর্চার ইতিহাস 
খঁুজতে চাইলে, আমাদের পেছ�োতে পেছ�োতে পৌঁছতে হবে এই 
জাতের উদ্ভিদচর্চার একেবারে মূলে। 

বিষয়টা একটু খুলেই বলা যাক। একটা সময় ত�ো অবশ্যই 
ছিল, যখন গাছ-গাছাল জন্মাত, কিংবা তাদের চাষ করা হত 
জমিতে। একটি গাছকে যে জমি থেকে তুলে বড় পাত্রেও 

চাষ করা যায়, একটা সময় পর্যন্ত এই বিদ্যেটাই ত�ো ছিল 
মানুষের অজানা। কিন্তু বৃক্ষপ্রেমী মানুষ একদিন সেই বিদ্যাটাও 
আয়ত্ত করল। তারা জমি থেকে গাছকে তুলে মাটির, পাথরের 

অথবা ধাতব পাত্রে চাষ করতে লাগল। বলা যায়, উদ্ভিদচর্চার 
ইতিহাসে মানুষের এটা একটা বড় মাপের উত্তরণ। বলাই বাহুল্য, 

ওই পর্যায় থেকে বিভিন্ন যুগ পেরিয়ে, অনেকগুলি পর্যায় অতিক্রম করে, 
মানুষ শেষ অবধি বনসাইয়ের স্তরটিতে পৌঁছেছে। 

তাহলে, বনসাইয়ের ইতিহাস খঁুজতে খঁুজতে আমরা পৌঁছে গেলাম 
তার একেবারে আদি পর্যায়ে, যখন বৃক্ষপ্রেমী মানুষ গাছকে প্রকৃতির 
বুক থেকে তুলে নিয়ে মাটির, পাথরের কিংবা ধাতব পাত্রে বসান�োর 

বিদ্যেটা আয়ত্ত করে ফেলেছে।   
এবার তবে বিদ্যেটার একেবারে সেই আদিম পর্যায়ের 
ইতিহাস নিয়েই আল�োচনা শুরু করা যাক। যতদূর জানা 
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যাচ্ছে, পাথরের পাত্রে গাছের চাষ সর্বপ্রথম শুরু হয় প্রাচীন 
মিশরদেশে।  আনুমানিক ৪০০০ খ্রীষ্ট পূর্বাব্দের মিশরীয় 
নথিপত্র থেকে জানা যায়, েসই যুগের মানুষ পাথরের 
তৈরি পাত্রে গাছের চাষ করতেন। মিশরের ফারাও  তৃতীয় 
রামাসেস ওদেশের অনেক মন্দিরে পাত্রে লাগান�ো জলপাই, 
খেজুর এবং অন্যান্য গাছ দান করেছিলেন। 

আবার, চিনা ল�োকগাথা থেকে জানা যাচ্ছে, েসই ক�োন 
সুদূর অতীতে একজন চিনা কবি ছিলেন। তাঁর নাম ছিল 
টং-গুয়েন-শিং। কেবল কবিই ছিলেন না, তিনি ছিলেন 
একজন উচ্চপদস্থ রাজকর্মচারি, এবং পাশাপাশি একজন 
প্রকৃতিপ্রেমীও। বিশেষ করে গাছ-গাছাল, ফুল-ফল ও 
লতাপাতার প্রতি তার ছিল যারপরনাই টান। ক�োথায় প্রকৃতির 
বুকে গাছগাছাল, ফুল-লতাপাতাবেষ্টিত হয়ে কবিতা লিখবেন, 
তা নয়, রাজকর্মচারির পদে বসে র�োজদিন নিরস রাজকাজ 

করতে হত তাঁকে !  দিনের পর দিন কাঁহাতক প�োষায়? ফলত, একদিন কবি ও বৃক্ষপ্রেমিক টং-গুয়েন-
শিং রাজকাজে বীতশ্রদ্ধ হয়ে চাকরি-টাকরি ছেড়ে শান্তিপূর্ণ জীবন যাপন শুরু করলেন। কবিতা লেখার 
পাশাপাশি উদ্যানচর্চাও শুরু করলেন পুর�োদমে। যতদূর জানা যায়, তিনিই সর্বপ্রথম টবে চন্দ্রমল্লিকার 
চাষ শুরু করেন। 

এমনকী, প্রাচীন ভারতেও নাকি অনেক গাছকে  টবে বা পাত্রে লাগিয়ে রাখবার রেওয়াজ ছিল। মূলত 
ভারতীয় চিকিৎসকরা দুর্লভ জাতের ভেষজ গাছকে দুর্গম এলাকাগুলি 
থেকে সংগ্রহ করে টবে বা পাত্রে লাগিয়ে রাখতেন। 
কাজেই, পাত্রে বা টবে গাছের চাষ সর্বপ্রথম মিশরে, 
নাকি চিনে, নাকি ভারতে চালু হয়েছিল, েস বিষয়ে 
নিশ্চিতভাবে কিছ বলা কঠিন। তবে, এই উন্নত 
উদ্ভিদচর্চাটি যেদেশেই সর্বপ্রথম চালু হ�োক না কেন, 
ওই চর্চা অবশ্যই বনসাইচর্চার মধ্যে পড়ে না। 
এমনকী, এগুল�োকে বনসাইয়ের পূর্বপুরুষ 
আখ্যাও দেওয়া চলে না।  

 বনসাইয়ের সত্যিকারের পূর্বপুরুষকে 
আমরা খঁুজে পাই জাপানে নয়, চিনে। তাও 
একেবারে সাক্ষাৎ পূর্বপুরুষ নয়। বলা 
যায়, পূর্বপুরুষের আদল। 

এবার সেই প্রসঙ্গেই আসা যাক। 
এতকাল বাদেও যেটা নিশ্চিতভাবে বলা 
চলে, তা হল, প্রাচীনকালে চিনারা 
পান-চিং ( Pun-ching) নামে 
একধরনের উদ্ভিদচর্চা করতেন, 
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যাকে আজকের বনসাইয়ের সুদূর পূর্বপুরুষ বলা যায়। পান-চিং বলতে ব�োঝায়, থালাজাতীয় পাত্রে গাছ 
এবং ভূমিরূপ (Landscape) তৈরি করা। তা বাদে, চিনের তি-আঙ্ যুগের অনেক চিত্রকলায় আমরা 
থালাতে পাইন, বাঁশ, সাইপ্রেশ ইত্যাদি বড় জাতের গাছের ছবি দেখতে পাই। হ্যান বংশের রাজত্বকালে 
(খ্রীঃ পূঃ ২০৬ সাল থেকে ২২০ খ্রীষ্টাব্দ) চিনে পান-চিং চর্চা শুরু হয়। একটি চিনা কিংবদন্তি মতে, 
জিয়াং-ফেঙ নামে একজন চিনদেশীয় পান-চিং বিশেষজ্ঞ একটি থালার মধ্যে পাহাড়-পর্বত, নদী, গাছপালা, 
ঘরবাড়ি, েলাকজন, জীবজন্তু, – এককথায় বিশ্বভুবন গড়ে তুলবার ক্ষমতা রাখতেন। পান-চিং চর্চার 
সময়কালেই (খ্রীঃ পূঃ ২০৬ সাল থেকে ২২০ খ্রীষ্টাব্দ) চিনে পান-সাই চর্চাও শুরু হয়। ১০০০ খ্রীষ্টাব্দেরও 
আগের চিনা কবিতায় আমরা পান-সাইয়ের বন্দনা দেখতে পাই। চি-ইঙ যুগকে (১৬৪৪-১৯১১ খ্রীষ্টাব্দ) 
বলা হয় চিনের শান্তি ও স�ৌভাগ্যের যুগ। ওই সময়ে পান-চিং এবং পান-সাই কেবল অভিজাত শ্রেণীই 
নয়, সাধারণ মানুষেরও চর্চার বিষয় হয়ে ওঠে। পান-চিং এবং পান-সাই, এই দুটি শিল্পকেই চিনারা 
একত্রে বলেন পেন-জিং। কাজেই, এমনটা ধরে নেওয়াই যায়, পৃথিবীতে চিনারাই সম্ভবত সর্বপ্রথম 
থালাজাতীয় পাত্রে গাছের চাষ শুরু করেন, যা আজকের জাপানি বনসাইয়ের সমতুল বৈশিষ্ট্য রক্ষা করে।  

কিন্তু চিনারা নন, বনসাইকে বিশ্ব সমক্ষে হাজির করেন জাপানিরা। সম্ভবত, চিনা ব�ৌদ্ধ সন্ন্যাসীরা 
দশম ও একাদশ শতাব্দীতে জাপানে বনসাই (চিনা ভাষায় পান-সাই) আমদানি করেন। 
তাঁদের কাছে পান-সাই ছিল ধর্মীয় বস্তু, ‘স্বর্গের স�োপান’, ‘মানুষের 
সহিত ঈশ্বরের য�োগসূত্র’। অপরপক্ষে, ইউয়ান রাজত্বে 
(১২৮০-১৩৬৮ খ্রীষ্টাব্দ) জাপানি রাজপুরুষ এবং 
ব্যবসায়ীরা চিনে গিয়ে উপহার হিসেবে পান-সাই নিয়ে 
ঘরে ফিরতেন। 

চিনা পান-সাই নিয়ে জাপানিদের ক�ৌতূহলের 
সেই শুরু। কিন্তু সেই ক�ৌতূহল ছিল স্রেফ 
ক�ৌতূহলই। তখনও অবধি জাপানিদের মধ্যে 

পান-সাই চর্চা শুরু হয়নি। 
কারণ, েকান্ ক�ৌশলে 

চিনারা মহীরুহ 
জাতের গাছগুলিকে অমন 
ক্ষু দ্রাকার থালাতে বছরের পর বছর বাঁচিয়ে রাখত, 

ক�োন ক�ৌশলেই বা গাছগুলির শরীরে বয়সের চিহ্নগুলি 
ফুটে উঠত, জাপানিরা সেই রহস্য তখনও অবধি ভেদ 
করে উঠতে পারেনি। তারপরেই এমন-একটা ঘটনা 
ঘটল, যার ফলে জাপানিদের সামনে বনসাইচর্চার দ্বারটি 
পুর�োপুরি খুলে গেল। 
চু-শান-সাই নামক এক চিনা রাজপুরুষ কেমন 

করে যেন খ�োদ রাজার বিষদৃষ্টিতে পড়ে গেলেন। 
ফলত, মাঞ্চু -রাজাদের কাছ থেকে নিস্তার পাওয়ার 

জন্য ১৬৪৪ খ্রীষ্টাব্দ নাগাদ তিনি জাপানে 
পালিয়ে যান। চু-শান-সাই ছিলেন চিনের 
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একজন প্রথম শ্রেণির পান-সাই বিশেষজ্ঞ। ফলত, 
দেশ ছাড়বার সময় তিনি সঙ্গে নিয়ে যান তার তাবৎ 
পান-সাই সংক্রান্ত লেখাপত্তর। জাপানের রাজার 
কাছে আশ্রয় পাওয়ার পর, চু-শান-সাই জীবনের 
বাকি দিনগুল�ো জাপানেই কাটিয়ে দেবেন বলে 
সাব্যস্ত করেন। স্বাভাবিকভাবেই, পান-সাই সংক্রান্ত 
তাঁর তাবৎ জ্ঞানভাণ্ডার জাপানিদের বনসাই চর্চার 
ক্ষেত্রে অনেকখানি এগিয়ে দেয়। তারপর, ধীরে 
ধীরে, এটি মূলত জাপানি অভিজাত সম্প্রদায়ের 
চর্চার বিষয় হয়ে ওঠে। উনবিংশ শতাব্দীতে 
এসে বনসাই জাপানের সাধারণ মানুষেরও চর্চার 
বিষয় হয়ে ওঠে। ক্রমশ তার ক্ষেত্র, পরিধি এবং 
জনপ্রিয়তা বাড়তে থাকে। 

১৮৭৮ খ্ রীষ্টাব্দে   প ্যারি   স- বিশ্বমেল ায় 
জাপানিরা প্রথম পশ্চিমের সামনে বনসাইকে 
হাজির করেন। দ্বিতীয়বার অর্থাৎ ১৯০৯ খ্রীষ্টাব্দে 

লন্ডন-বিশ্বমেলাতেও বনসাই প্রদর্শিত হয়। এই 
ঘটনার পরপরই বনসাইয়ের খ্যাতি সারা বিশ্বে 
ছড়িয়ে পড়ে এবং দেশে-েদশে এই চর্চাটি অতি 
দ্রুত জনপ্রিয় হয়ে পড়ে। 

ভারতে ঠিক কবে থেকে এবং ঠিক কার দ্বারা 
বনসাইচর্চা শুরু হয়, তা নির্দিষ্ট করে বলা কঠিন। 
প্রাচীনকাল থেকেই নাকি টবে গাছকে বামন করে 
রাখবার রেওয়াজ ছিল। ওই চর্চাকে নাকি বলা হত 
‘বামন বৃক্ষকলা’ । প্রাচীনকালের চিকিৎসকরা নাকি 
দুর্লভ জাতের ভেষজ গাছকে দুর্গম এলাকা থেকে 
সংগ্রহ করে মাটির পাত্রে বাঁচিয়ে রাখতেন। তবে, 
এইসব বক্তব্যের সমর্থনে ক�োন�োরূপ প্রামাণ্য তথ্য 
আমি অন্তত পাইনি। 

১৯৮১ সালের ৯ মার্চ দিল্লিবাসিনী শ্রীমতী লীলা 
ধাণ্ডা’র উদ্যোগে ইণ্ডিয়ান বনসাই এ্যাস�োসিয়েশন 
প্রতিষ্ঠিত হয়।

Sé!î ö¤ï?lÄ − ö¡‡†þ
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Very often, while talking about the 
demographic situation in India, we hear the 
word ‘demographic dividend’. While analyzing 
the perspective of India’s growth potentials, 
official sources very often talk about this 
phenomenon. It is rightly pointed out that this 
phenomenon offers unique opportunities to 
India in an aging world. As it has been said, 
“let us recognize our demographic dividend. 
Our nation is young. The world needs skilled 
manpower”. Again, “it is critical to prepare 
that demographic dividend of the country as 
per the demands of the changing job rolls”. 
So with India, having a population of 1.4 
billion, is a young country and is bestowed 
with a unique demographic opportunity. It 
is imperative to harness this phenomenon 
for the nation’s economic growth and youth 
empowerment. 

What is 'demographic dividend'?

Simply put, a demographic dividend is 
said to be occurring when the ratio of the 
working-age population is high and the 
dependency ratio in terms of proportion of 
children and elderly people is low. Statistically 
speaking, India entered into the demographic 
dividend opportunity around 2005-06 and 
will remain there till 2055-56. This is the 
period when the working-age ratio is equal 
to or more than 150% and the dependency 
ratio is equal to or lower than 66.7%, generally 
taken as the cut off for the demographic 
dividend window. The highest working-
age ratio will be between 2021 and 2041, 

India’s ‘Demographic Dividend’
with the peak in working ratio occurring in 
2031. So, theoretically, the golden period for 
harnessing the opportunity for demographic 
dividend is the two decades from 2020 to 
2040. 

The UN Population Fund has defined 
demographic dividend as the economic 
growth potential that can result from shifts 
in a population’s age structure, mainly when 
the share of the working-age population 
(15 to 64) is larger than the non-working-
age share (14 and younger and 65 and 
older) of the population. Countries with the 
greatest demographic opportunities for 
development are those entering a period 
in which working-age population are in a 
situation of good health, quality education 
and decent employment. This presupposes 
a lower proportion of young dependents. 
This also implies the mobilization of a 
substantial resource to look after the elderly 
population. These are the two sides of 
the working-age population which are 
considered as dependent because they 
belong to the non-working sector. When this 
happens, the national economic pay off can 
be substantial and the country is in a position 
to reap that advantages of demographic 
dividend. With fewer births each year, a 
country’s working-age population grows 
larger relative to the young dependent 
population. According to the UN Population 
Fund (UNFPA) demographic dividend implies 
“a boost in economic productivity that occurs 
when there are growing number of people in 
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its work force relative to the number of the 
dependents.”

India has one of the youngest population 
in an aging world. In 2020 the median age in 
India was just 28 compared to 37 in China and 
US, 45 in Western Europe and 49 in Japan. 
Since 2018 India’s working-age population 
has grown larger than the dependent 
population. As stated earlier, the working-
age population consists of people between 
15 and 64 years of age and dependent 
population means children aged 14 or below 
as well as people above 65 years of age.

Advantages of Demographic Dividend

Half of India’s population is below 25 and 
they are ready to join the workforce in near 
future. From another point of view, 60% 
of India’s population lies in the age cohort 
between 15 and 60. This high population can 
significantly signal demographic dividend 
by an appropriate policy implementation 
throwing windows of opportunity for 
young aspirants. In contrast to this, other 
countries will have a higher proportion of 
the population which is not in the working-
age group. So theoretically there will be a 
shortage of manpower in those countries. 
Indian workforce can fill these gaps in India 
and abroad which will result in greater all 
round economic growth. The flourishing of 
the IT sector and the appointment of millions 
of skilled manpower in India & abroad are 
eloquent testimonies of that situation. 

The  advantages  assoc iated with 
demographic dividend are many. It will result 
in better economic growth due to the higher 
proportion of working-age population and a 
lower proportion of dependent population 
either in the young or in the old age group. 
It is likely to create increased fiscal space as 
more resources will be spent on investing 
in physical and human infrastructure. With 
decline in fertility, women will be liberated 
from the drudgeries of homework and are 
likely to join the workforce. As more and more 
women join the workforce, this is likely to lead 

to women empowerment and will break the 
‘glass ceiling’. Additionally there will be the 
rise of an aspirational class resulting from the 
strengthening of the middle class. 

But to realize these benefits properly, what 
is needed is the introduction of planning and 
implementation of schemes and programmes 
by factoring in the population dynamics with 
the real ground situation so as to create a 
greater socio-economic impact and larger 
benefits for people. 

A Challenging Scenario : The Potential and 
the Realization

B u t  t h e  b e n e fi t s  fl ow i n g  f ro m  a 
demographic transition are neither automatic 
nor guaranteed. It depends on whether the 
Government implements the right policies in 
areas such as education, health, governance 
and the economy. It also depends on the level 
and quality of education which is imparted 
to the young, the job opportunities which 
exist and which are created, the nature of skill 
training which are provided to the young. In a 
published report, it has been argued that the 
demographic dividend will become a liability 
if the country does not produce enough jobs 
and required work force. A Report released 
by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 
states “If India does not create enough jobs 
and its workers are not adequately prepared 
for these jobs, its demographic dividend 
may turn into a liability. And education 
and skill development will be the biggest 
enablers for reaping this dividend.” The 
Report further states that high quality school 
education, relevant higher education and 
skill development aligned to Industry needs 
are some of the pre-requisites, if India is to 
become an economic powerhouse which 
not only creates good quality jobs for its 
youth but also serves the rest of the world." 
But the track record so far is not encouraging. 
To put it in global context, the proportion of 
formally skilled workers as a percentage of 
total workforce stands at 24% in China, 52% in 
USA, 68% in UK and 80% in Japan compared 
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to a paltry 3% in India, according to the same 
CII Report. 

To accentuate the situation, there is 
asymmetric demographic situation where 
the known development indicators are 
concentrated in some selected regions and 
among some selected groups of population. 
The vast majority of people living in rural 
areas and also in urban areas among the 
urban poor, remain by and large, outside 
the pale of this changing socioeconomic 
matrix. There is lack of skill among them, 
who remain not only unemployed but also 
unemployable. So there is the low human 
capital base. Most of the new jobs that will 
be created as a result of this will be highly 
skilled and lack of skill, by and large, of the 
Indian workforce is a major challenge. The 
economy remains largely informal in nature. 
This is yet another hurdle in reaping the 
benefits of demographic transition in India. 
There is also the phenomenon of jobless 
growth. In an interview, Raghuram Rajan, 
the ex-Governor of Reserve Bank stated 
(ABP, 03.08.22) that though India is having 
a growth of 7% in GDP, it is in the nature 
of ‘jobless growth’. The principal thrust of 
the economy should be the creation of the 
jobs for the multitude. It is not necessary for 
everybody to be a software programmer or 
consultant. But livelihood guarantees will 
have to be provided and skilled manpower 
has got to be created. Increasing automation 
is supplanting the need for manual labour but 
most of the available human labour in India 
is manual in nature. According to UNDP’s, 
Human Development Index, India ranks 130 
out of 189 countries whose developmental 
indicators have been taken into account. 
This alarming situation is reflected in NSSO’s 
Periodic Labour Force Survey, 2017-18, which 
shows that India’s labour force participation 
rate in the age group 15 to 59 years, is around 
53%, i.e. around half of the working-age 
population in India remain jobless.

The educational scenario is extremely 
unsatisfactory. Quality education is a far-cry 

for those who are down on the social ladder. 
And the impact of Covid-19 has been most 
severe upon this section of the population. 
The affluent family children could somehow 
manage with the help of virtual connectivities 
which their families would provide. But 
prolonged closure of educational institutions 
had resulted in a loss of learning for those who 
were not in the possession of any alternative 
system. In one UNESCO Report, it was shown 
that India ranked second in the whole world 
regarding the period for which educational 
institutions remained closed during the Covid 
period. It was a 82 weeks closure in India. 
The first place – 83 weeks – was occupied by 
Uganda. This loss in the educational sector 
is more damaging, as it is not immediately 
visible. It has long term impact and may 
sometime continue for generations. 

In an interview, Kausik Basu, the noted 
economist, agreed with the suggestion that 
the advantages of demographic dividend 
is slipping away for the young generation. 
The employment sector is most adversely 
affected. The rate of unemployment among 
the youth as at now is 25% - which means 
that one in every fourth remains unemployed. 
This is one of the worst scenario in India as 
compared with many of the countries of the 
world. The situation has been worsened by the 
phenomenon of digital divide in India where 
the resources, know-how and advantages of 
digital revolution are concentrated among 
the upper section of the Society. Those who 
are down on the social ladder do not have 
the means and the capacity to adopt the 
technology necessary for them to improve 
their condition. 

If we look at the overall unemployment 
rate in India then, in 1922, the overall 
unemployment rate was 7.80%, urban at 
7.30% and rural at 8.03%. The NSO Survey 
conducted in December 2021 showed that 
unemployment rate was 9.4% in January – 
March 2021. An earlier NSO data showed a 
record spike in unemployment in 2017-18. 
It also showed a decline in Labour Force 
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Participation Rate (LFPR). It was also revealed 
that the overall unemployment was at a 45 
year high with youth between the ages of 25 
and 35 having higher rates of joblessness than 
others. Even this high rate of unemployment 
may not reveal the true picture as there is 
disguised unemployment, particularly in the 
farming sector of household economy. This 
feature also does not include people who 
are technically employed but work under 
substandard condition that offer too little pay 
and allow too few associated benefits, poor 
economic security and little or no opportunity 
for advancement. So, with such a high rate 
of unemployment and a burgeoning youth 
population, the challenge before the country 
is formidable. 

What we have tried to show in the above 
account are the formidable difficulties which 
India is facing in the spheres of education 
and economy to cope up with the fast 
-changing situation. But these narratives of 
difficulties do not mean that there had not 
been any improvement at the ground level 
situation. In fact, all the indicators of the social 
development will show that a significant and 
steady improvement has occurred on all these 
fronts. But whatever changes are occurring, 
do not warrant the conclusion that we are 
fully reaping the advantages of demographic 
dividend.

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President

President's Column
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	 The beloved and respected historian of 
early India, Brajadulal Chattopadhyaya, who 
sadly left us forever on 13 July, 2022 at the 
age of 83 years, seems to have nurtured in 
him a knack and flair for tackling a few ‘Much 
Maligned Monsters’ (I obviously draw upon art 
historian Partha Mitter’s celebrated book of 
the same title) of early Indian historiography. 
It will be difficult to fill up, in foreseeable 
future, the huge intellectual void that has 
descended upon us 
following his demise. 
These  pages are not 
meant to be a routine 
note of obituary and/
or paying customary 
t r i b u t e s  t o  a n 
outstanding scholar 
and thinker. Perhaps 
it is more relevant 
here to understand, 
however limited may 
be my own abilities, 
his cerebral legacy 
a n d  w h a t  we  d o 
with it now that he 
is no more. This is 
particularly a matter 
of concern as historical studies in India of late 
have been grabbed by silos of muscular,  ethno-
majoritarian and aggressive nationalism. 
Chattopadhyaya firmly and definitely rejected 
of the currently dominant ideology of 
studying the past for the sole purpose of 
recovering the pride.With persuasive logic 

and impeccable empirical accuracy, he alerts 
his readers that the inalienable sibling of 
pride is prejudice which is directed—with 
wile and guile— to a perceived ‘other(s)’ who 
are consistently and systematically subjected 
to hate. And hate is not a mental propensity, 
it is an ideology geared towards obtaining 
unquestioned power. Herein lies the central 
significance of the works of Brajadulal 
Chattopadhyaya, because he treated History 

as an explanatory 
tool to comprehend 
t h e  c o m p l e x 
plurality of India’s 
socio-political and 
cultural experiences 
a n d  co n s i s te n t l y 
bared the dangers of 
homogenizing the 
past. 

Variously known 
as Braja (to his friends 
and contemporaries), 
Brajababu (as he was 
called by his juniors 
in Bangla) and BDC 
(to the wider world of 
students, researchers 

and academicians beyond Bengal), Brajadulal 
Chattopadhyaya received his academic 
foundation at Presidency College and then at 
the Department of Ancient Indian History and 
Culture, University of Calcutta. At the latter 
institution he developed his skill in epigraphy 
(proficiency in handling both Brahmi and 

Beyond Moulds: The Singularity of Brajadulal 
Chattopadhyaya (1939-2022)
Ranabir Chakravarti
Former Professor, Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University
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Kharoshti scripts), numismatics and Sanskrit. 
This formidable empirical richness was 
dovetailed with his signature critical acumen 
for interrogating not only his evidence, but 
also the spatial and temporal moorings 
of the testimonies he used. To this was 
coupled his deep delving into historiography. 
Historiography, in his pen, never took the 
hackneyed form of the ‘survey of literature’, 
but highlighted ‘the burden of sources’ and 
‘the burden of historiography’ (Representing 
the Other? Sanskrit Sources and the Muslims, 
Eighth to Fourteenth Century, 1998). The result 
was a combination of impeccable empiricism 
with an irreverence to sources and sustained 
awareness of ‘the problems of perspectives’ 
(the phrase famously occurring as a subtitle 
to his seminal Presidential Address, ‘Political 
Processes and Structures of Polity in Early 
Medieval India’, Ancient India Section of 
the Indian History Congress, 1983). BDC’s 
arguments, often challenging and revising 
the mainstream historical narratives and 
formulations, usually found expressions in a 
typically heavy and dense prose-style marked 
by long complex sentences that usually 
required several re-readings. His writing style 
stood in marked contrast to his soft-spoken 
utterances which would escape one’s ears if 
one was seated behind the fourth row in a 
room without a public address system. 

Chattopadhyaya’s very first book, Coins 
and Currency System in South India c. AD 
225—1300 (1977), emerging from his doctoral 
work under the supervision of the renowned 
archaeologist, F.R. Allchin, at the University 
of Cambridge, received critical acclaim, as it 
broke new grounds in the field. BDC fondly 
remembered how his numismatic researches 
took the cue from Professor B.N. Mukherjee’s 
suggestions. Marked by meticulous recording 
of the vast numismatic data, the work, 
however, did not belong to the stereotypical 
genre of coin-catalogues, but connected it to 
the broader issues of currency system which 
was an integral part of economic history in 
general and trade history in particular. This 

book was also the beginning of his life-long 
preference for presenting serialized data in 
tabular form. This particular exercise is visible 
in his studies of the markets and merchants 
in early medieval Rajasthan, of the early 
medieval patterns of rural settlements and  
the perspectives on the Sanskrit references 
to Muslims. These tabular data demonstrated 
the immense diversities—both on regional 
and chronological counts —in the socio-
economic and cultural formations in early 
India, thereby strongly negating the image 
of the millennial changelessness in the 
subcontinent and underscoring the utter 
futility of a monolithic perspective of early 
Indian history. His recognition of the distinct 
elements of changes (not tagged to dynastic 
shifts) in early Indian history, however, did 
not present sharp ruptures in premodern 
formations, in the way the iconic Marxist 
historian, R.S. Sharma proposed clearly 
identifiable ‘stages’ in socio-economic and 
political formations. Chattopadhyaya, instead, 
favoured the process of ‘change through 
continuity’ as demonstrable changes were 
not only slow, but often additive in nature 
too. He did recognize that the accumulation 
of additive changes could bring substitutive 
changes which loom large in his portrayals 
of the early medieval phase (c. 600-1300 CE, 
a period of transition from the ancient to the 
medieval). 

	 In case the foregoing statements leave an 
unintended impression that Chattopadhyaya’s  
forte lay more in theoretical formulations of 
India’s remote pasts and less in his command 
over the evidentiary corpus, nothing will 
be farthest from the truth. The eloquent 
testimony to his rigorous and methodical 
use of primary sources (nothing to do with 
current championing of myths over attested 
evidence by the pseudo-practitioners of 
the calling of the past) is available in the 
Sourcebook of Indian Civilization (2002), 
edited by Chattopadhyaya (with Niharranjan 
Ray as the General Editor; this writer had the 
privilege of having been asked to contribute 
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a lengthy Appendix to the main text). A vast 
array of ancient primary sources, selected from 
published English translations, were presented 
in relation to certain historical themes and 
specific questions asked about pasts. The 
chapters did follow a chronological sequence, 
but dynastic labels were totally done away 
with. Chattopadhyaya’s spectacular efforts 
exposed the fragility of the long cherished 
myth that facts speak for themselves. No, ‘facts’ 
will become audible only if and when the 
historian asked pertinent questions, informed 
by historiographical issues and paradigms. 
Only then we my find, as Audrey Truschke says, 
‘what we are not looking for’ (The Language 
of History: Sanskrit Narratives of Muslim Pasts, 
2021, pp. xxv-xxxiii). As expected, Truschke 
acknowledges her epistemological debts to 
Chattopadhyaya’s Representing the Other? 
Sanskrit Sources and Muslims (1998). 

	 My own intellectual handicap and 
the constraints of space will not allow an 
elaborate analysis of BDC’s sustained historical 
researches (the full list of his publications 
is available in Osmund Bopearachchi and 
Suchandra Ghosh eds. Early Indian History 
and Beyond, essays in Honour of Professor B.D. 
Chattopadhyaya, 2019). Four major areas 
where his iconic contributions assumed the 
characteristics of classics, in his lifetime, may 
only be touched upon here to offer a bird’s 
eye view of his creative thoughts. These relate 
to the sub-specialities of 1) urbanization, 2) 
state formation, 3) historical geography and 
4) socio-cultural history. In all these areas of 
research he asked novel research questions 
by examining his sources with a diachronic 
treatment, which is somewhat on the wane 
as synchronic studies of texts are nowadays 
in currency for writing cultural histories. 
Chattopadhyaya’s researches on urbanization 
and state in early India are mostly available in 
his two iconic books, viz. The Making of Early 
Medieval India (1994) and Studying Early India 
(2004). He stressed on the correspondence 
and coevality  between formations of the 
state and the city since both witnessed 

the transformation of a relatively simpler 
society to a more complex and stratified one. 
By bringing together field archaeological, 
epigraphic, numismatic and textual sources 
he discerned the formation of primary and 
secondary urban centres on a nearly pan-
Indian scale during the 600 BCE-300 CE phase. 
And his concept of the ‘third urbanization’ in 
the subcontinent (c. 600-1300 CE) became 
legendary; he drove home the point that cities 
of the ‘third urbanization’ were deeply rooted 
to their respective local/regional situations 
and did not need an ‘epicentre’ (Ganga 
valley, for instance) for their making. Sharply 
critiquing R.S. Sharma’s perception of urban 
and monetary ‘anaemia’ during the 600-1300 
CE phase, he made lasting contributions to the 
dynamic history of trade, monetary systems 
and urbanity (‘citiness’, in his words). His unique 
way (subsequently followed by many other 
scholars) of closely examining the epigraphic 
accounts of boundary demarcations in the 
context of the grants of revenue-free landed 
properties to religious donees showed that 
early Indian villages were neither self-sufficient 
nor enclosed—contrary to the common 
perception—but they morphed and were 
differentiated (Aspects of Rural Settlements and 
Rural Society in Early Medieval India, Kolkata 
1990). The salience of hydraulic resources 
(natural and/or devised) in the shaping of 
rural settlement patterns and of complex 
rural societies comes out eloquently in this 
apparently slim book. 

	 These sustained engagements with both 
the rural and urban settlements of remote 
pasts convinced him about the changing 
characters of the formation of states (or more 
precisely, his apt category of ‘state societies’). 
He discarded the conventional perspective 
of the oscillations between centralization 
and decentralization of polities; he attached 
little significance to the centralization of 
polities and offered the alternative approach 
to socio-political formations at local/locality/ 
regional levels. Multiple foci of polity did 
not spell for him grave situations of political 
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doom and instead, these spoke of the 
continuous expansion of the complex state 
society that replaced the relatively simpler 
and less sharply hierarchized pre-state socio-
political set up. The logical follow up of this 
construction was to highlight the presence 
and resilience of ‘autonomous spaces’ (non-
monarchical polities or the ganasamghas and 
the forest chieftaincies or the atavikarajyas) 
vis-à-vis the monarchical state society. 

	 In the last two decades of his life Brajababu 
took a deep interest in the social and cultural 
history of early India, a perceptible shift from 
his erstwhile engagements with economic 
history and the study of the state. Its outcome 
was the publication of his last book, The 
Concept of Bharatavarsha and Other Essays 
(2017). This is indeed a landmark book which 
has brought in a paradigm shift in the study 
of historical geography of early India. Sifting 
through a vast corpus of textual materials (his 
earlier works were noted for the analytical use 
of inscriptional evidence), he stressed on the 
primacy of the localities (janapadas), usually 
coterminous with the inhabitants (jana) 
thereof, in the understanding of the ancient 
concepts of Bharatavarsha and Jambudvipa. 
In other words, he highlighted the centrality 
of the localities and negated the much-hyped 
claim that by Bharatavarsha/Jambudvipa the 
concept of a unified nation state (akhand 
Bharat) was anticipated by ancient texts. His 
masterly treatment of the Narakasura legend 
in the context of Kamarupa (Brahmaputra 
valley) illumines the relevance of the legend 
to the emergence of the state society in 
Kamarupa. No less scintillating is his study of 
ancient festivals and the frank celebration of 
erotic enjoyments, captured by many Sanskrit 
works. The understated caution this essay 
raises is that the recent attempts at sanitizing 
creative literature in Sanskrit by covering up 
its erotic and sexual cultural practices (kama), 
irreparably damage historical studies. It is no 
surprise that Chattopadhyaya has thrown 
out the overused cliché of ‘unity in diversity’ 
in Indian history, especially the early Indian 

pasts. He rightly diagnoses the malady of 
emphasizing merely unity (read, the voice of 
super-ordinate centrality) by virtually making 
the features of innumerable diversities invisible, 
since completely different perspectives 
emerge by his critical examinations, for 
instance, of the Natyasastra of Bharata and 
the Kavyamimasa of Rajasekhara. The possible 
roots of his attempts at breaking the mould 
of the perceived ‘other’ (both socially and 
culturally) can be traced in another classic on 
the portrayals of the Muslims in early medieval 
epigraphic and Sanskrit textual sources (1998, 
already cited). From this slim book came out 
the image of the diverse Muslim communities 
marked by their ethnic and locality identities.

A few laurels were offered to Brajababu for 
his many innovative historical researches. His 
very first book was awarded with a prestigious 
French prize Prix Duchalais by the Akademie 
des inscriptions et Belles Lettres, Institut 
de France. The Indian History Congress 
elected him to the positions respectively of 
the President of the Ancient India section 
(1983) and the General President (2014). He 
was invited to deliver the S. Radhakrishnan 
Memorial lecture at All Souls College, Oxford 
University (2006). The Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
honoured him by presenting him with the 
Hemchandra Raychaudhuri Centenary Gold 
Medal (2002). Bangiya sahitya Parishad 
honoured him with Rakhal Das  Banerji 
Memorial award (2013). Future generations 
of scholars will remain indebted to Brajadulal 
Chattopadhyaya not merely for his innovative 
methods of explaining the past, but also 
for his unfailing espousal of pluralities in 
historical enquiries and his unflinching 
rejection of attempts at homogenizing the 
past. It may not be an easy task to follow his 
way of historical enquiries. However, future 
and budding scholars can offer him the 
best possible tribute by steadfastly holding 
aloft the flag of a ‘non-aligned’  historian 
(the expression coined by Hermann Kulke in 
1994) of which Chattopadhyaya was a prime 
exemplar.

In Memoriam
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“My time will come”- Gregor Johann Mendel
Sunitikumar Mandal
Retired Associate Professor, Department of Botany, 
Sripat Singh College, Jiaganj, Murshidabad, West Bengal

“My time will come”, Gregor Johann 
Mendel said to his friend Gustav von Niessl, 
secretary of Brünn Natural History Society, 
when he was passing a time in distress, as 
his research work on hybridization was not 
accepted, rather neglected by the scientific 
community. But Mendel 
w a s  c o n fi d e n t  a b o u t 
his work and his ‘words’ 
became true; the whole 
world accepted his work 
in 1900 and honoured him 
as 'Father of Genetics'. But it 
was too late and immaterial 
to him as he died 16 years 
earlier.

Gregor Johann Mendel 
was born in July 1822. Many 
academic and research 
institutes including Brünn 
Augustinian Monastery 
are celebrating or plan to 
celebrate the bicentenary in 
various ways and revisited 
his scientific contributions. 
I would like to express my 
sincere respect to him with 
this article. 

(A)

Johann Mendel was born in July, 1822 but 
there are two opinions regarding the date. 
According to sister Theresia and Mendel’s first 
biographer Hugo Iltis it was 22 July, 1822 and 
Mendel himself celebrated his birthday on 22 

July. But in Brünn monastery record it was 
20 July, 1822. Johann was only son of Anton 
Mendel and Rosine Mendel (Schwirtlich)  
of Heinzendorf village near Moravian-
Silesian boarder of Austria (Presently Hynčice, 
Czech Republic) and he had two sisters 

Veronica (older)  and 
Theresia (younger).  Their 
family was a German- 
s p e a k i n g  s t r u g g l i n g 
farmer. They lived and 
worked in their own firm 
for their livelihood. Little 
Johann was interested 
i n  g a r d e n i n g  a n d 
beekeeping. His school 
education was initiated in 
village school, founded by 
his maternal uncle. Local 
priest noticed Johann’s 
interest and ability of 
learning. He persuaded his 
father in sending Johann 
to some distant school. 
In spite of the financial 
problem he sent 11 years 
old Johann to Piarist 

School at Lipnik.  Next year he was sent to 
Gymnasium (Secondary School or Grammar 
School) at Troppau. After completion of his 
studies at Gymnasium in 1840 Johann was 
admitted to Philosophical Institute of the 
University of Olmütz for a two-year course. 
There he studied Philosophy, Physics and 
Mathematics. 
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Johann’s student life outside home was 
not smooth. He had to face a lot of financial 
problem and he tutored other students to 
solve it. But that was also not fruitful.  He 
was sick due to mental breakdown once 
when he was at Gymnasium and he had to 
take four months off. At the initial stage of 
his University life his father became seriously 
ill due to an accident and he was not in 
a position to support Johann financially. 
In this situation he again 
became mentally depressed 
and had to take one year 
off from his study. He spent 
one year with his parents 
and sisters and resumed his 
study after recovery. Younger 
sister Theresia supported 
Johann to complete his study 
by offering him part of her 
dowry, the money kept for 
her marriage. 

(B)

Johann completed his 
study at Philosophical Institute of Olmütz 
in 1843, one year after schedule. Then 
what next?  His parents expected that 
Johann would take the charge of their small 
family farm. He thought differently. He was 
interested for further studies and research and 
he was in search of a place where he would 
be free from effort to earn minimum means 

of living and existence. His 
physics teacher Friedrich 
Franz of the University 
of Olmütz advised him 
t o  j o i n  A u g u s t i n i a n 
M o n a s te r y  a t  B r ü n n 
and he recommended 
his name to the Abbot 
Cyri l  František Napp. 
Finally Mendel entered 
the Brünn Augustinian 
Abbey as a novice or 
trainee priest at the age 

of 21 on 7th September, 1843. As a custom 
of the monastery he was adopted by a new 
name—Gregor and he became Gregor 
Johann Mendel. 

Abbey is a large monastery including 
church, hospital, educational institutions, 
residential area and garden. Head of the 
abbey is called Abbot. Brünn Augustinian 
Abbey was not only a religious organization 
but also a centre of creative interest in both 

science and culture. Abbey had educational 
facilities from school to university level 
and taught theology, philosophy, physics, 
mathematics, natural science, agriculture 
and languages like Greek, Latin etc.  As a rule 
Mendel studied theology, philosophy and 
agriculture. He also studied apple and grapes 
cultivation and learnt artificial breeding 

 Mendel's Birth Place

Brünn Augustinian Abbey
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techniques for producing improved varieties 
of vegetables and crops.

Mendel became priest in 1847. As a 
priest he must do some duties including 
visit the sick and dying persons. But he was 
so distressed that it made him sick again. 
Abbot C. F. Napp understood the situation 
and appointed him as a substitute teacher. 
Mendel went to Znaim secondary school 
in 1849. In 1850 he failed the examination 
needed for certified school teacher.  Mendel 
was sent to University of Vienna for two years 
(1851-1853) for formal university education 
in physics and mathematics. But he also 
learnt plant physiology, plant anatomy, 
use of microscope and plant hybridization 
techniques.

He returned to Brünn in 1853.  Next year 
he was appointed as a temporary teacher of 
physics and natural science at Realschule 
Secondary School at Brünn.  He remained 
there for fourteen years as temporary teacher 
with half salary until elected as Abbot. 

In Brünn monastery garden, breeding of 
vegetable crop plants and flowering plants 
was a regular practice and Mendel also did 
many cross breeding in vegetables and 
flowering plants. But his work from 1854 
to 1863 was exclusively research work on 
plant hybridization and that was completed 

before Mendel became 
abbot of the monastery 
in 1868.

(C)

In the text book 
we have studied that 
Mendel worked on pea 
plant and discovered, 
how the characters 
w e r e  t r a n s m i t t e d 
from parents to their 
offspring. But it was 
not  so  s imple  and 
easy. Mendel had to 
do fieldwork for about 

9 years and handled 28,000 plants, majority 
of which were pea plants, to reach his 
conclusion.

Initially he tried with 15 plant species 
including maize (Zea mays), beans (Phaseolus), 
snapdragon (Antirrhinum) ,  hawkweed 
(Hieracium) and pea (Pisumsativum). He did 
some experiments with hawkweed and 
published one paper. But it was not suitable 
for hybridization experiment as transmission 
of characters was irregular in hawkweed. 
Mendel finally selected pea plant as his 
research material. Wise choice of the material 
was one of the main reasons of Mendel’s 
success. Others were the simplicity of the 
experiment considering only one character 
at a time, keeping records meticulously and 
mathematical analysis of the data. 

Pea plants have some advantages for  
hybridization experiments such as—it is 
naturally self-fertilizing; cross pollinated 
hybrid plants are fertile; many characters 
have pair of contrasting traits which are not 
blend to produce intermediate type; out of 
two contrasting traits one is dominant thus 
masking the presence of the other (recessive) . 

Mendel made a trial with 34 varieties of 
pea plant and selected 22 for hybridization 
experiment. There are many characters in 
those plants. Mendel closely observed the 

Mendel's Museum at Brünn Monastery
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characters and their mode of transmission 
for several generations. Finally he selected 
7 distinct characters with two contrasting 
traits in each; such as character of plant 
height have two contrasting traits—tall and 
dwarf. Not only that the characters selected 
by him had complete dominance i.e., tall 
plant and dwarf plant crossing never produce 
intermediate form. Moreover, he selected 
pure (homozygous) plants for all 14 traits 
of his experimental material and it was very 
critical.  

In nature all diploid plants like pea plant 
have chromosomes in pairs (homologous 
chromosome). Mendelian characters are also 
controlled by pair of genes or alleles (Mendel’s 
Factors) and those are located on the same 
locus of homologous chromosomes. Mendel’s 
factors or genes have two forms, dominant 
and recessive. Those are found in three 
combinations, both dominant (pure), both 

recessive (pure), and combination dominant 
and pure (hybrid).

Recessive characters are expressed in 
homozygous condition only and thus it is 
easy to get pure line plant of any recessive 
characters. But problem lies with the 
dominant character as expression is same in 
both pure and hybrid as recessive character 
suppressed in presence of dominant factor. 
Gene, chromosome and meiosis cell division 
was unknown in Mendel’s time; but he 
realized it and understood the problem of 
selection of pure line for a particular character 
especially dominant character.  To get the 
pure or homozygous dominant plant of his 
selected character Mendel grew it repeatedly 
for many generations and selected the plants 
with dominant character until he got all the 
plants with desired characters.  Mendel took 
about two years to select pure plants for all 
14 contrasting traits.

Mendel conducted mainly two types of 
hybridization experiments—Monohybrid 
cross experiments considering only one 
character and Dihybrid cross experiments 
with two characters at a time.

Mendel conducted monohybrid cross 
experiments with all the seven characters he 
selected. In one experiment he cross-fertilized 
tall (TT) and dwarf (tt) pea plant to see how 
height was inherited. He carefully removed 
the anthers from one plant considered as 
female before opening of the flower to 
prevent natural self-pollination and applied 
pollen from the other parent on maturity. 
The seed resulted from these cross breeding 
were shown to raise hybrids in the first filial 
generation (F1), and those were all uniformly 
tall. Mendel obtained same results in both 
(tall female x dwarf male or dwarf female x 
tall male) reciprocal crosses—hybrids (Tt) 
were all tall. To get the seed for second filial 
generation (F2) Mendel allowed those plants 
to undergo natural self-fertilization. In Second 
generation he found both tall and dwarf pea 
plants in 3:1 ratio i.e., Phenotypic ratio was 
3 Tall : 1 Dwarf.  Mendel also raised the third 

Mendel's Microscope
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filial generation to know the nature of the 
tall plants found in F2 generation. He found 
that among those tall plants one part was 
pure tall (TT) and two parts were hybrids 
(Tt).  Presently it is written as genotypic ratio 
and here it is—1 pure tall (TT) : 2 hybrid tall 
: 1 pure dwarf. 

Mendel used symbols to represent the 
hereditary factors and it was a methodical 
breakthrough. Mendel selected one English 
alphabet for one character and used capital 
letter for dominant and small letter for 
recessive and symbols were written in pairs 
in diploid organisms. Mendel used A, B, C for 
different characters. Now different symbols 
are used but the basic principle remains same. 
In this experiment pure tall and pure dwarf 
are symbolized with TT and tt respectively 
and their hybrids as Tt.

Mendel did hybridization considering 
all seven characters and got the same 
phenotypic ratio about 3:1. Result of the 
Monohybrid crosses of Mendel are given 
below.

Mendel got similar results from all 
monohybrid cross experiments. He concluded 
that hybrids receive one factor (gene) from 
each parent; one of them is dominant and 
suppresses the other (recessive). But factors 
do not mix up and separate freely during 
gamete formation. Mendel himself did not 
formulate any law, but on the basis of his 
findings 'Law of segregation' was formulated 
after rediscovery of Mendel’s work.  Now it 

is known as 'Mendel’s Law of Segregation', 
Mendel’s first principle of inheritance, 

Mendel performed dihybrid crosses 
considering two characters at a time. In one 
experiment yellow and round seeded pure 
pea plant (YYRR) crossed with green and 
wrinkled seeded pure pea plant (yyrr). He got 
F1 seeds which were all yellow and round, as 
alleles for those characters were dominant. 
Mendel grew plants from those seeds and 
allowed them for natural self-fertilization. 
He then classified the F2 seeds and counted 
them by phenotype.  He got four types of 
phenotypically different plants; two types 
yellow round and green wrinkled resembled 
the parental types. The other two green round 
and yellow wrinkled were new combination 
of characters. Actually Mendel got 315 yellow 
round; 108 green round, 101 yellow wrinkled 
and 32 green wrinkled and the phenotypic 
ratio was 9 yellow round : 3 green round :     
3 yellow wrinkled : 1 green wrinkled. New 
combination of characters would only be 
possible when factors (genes) for different 
characters assorted and combined freely with 
factors for other characters.

Mendel conducted similar experiments 
with other combinations of traits and found 
the same results in almost all cases.  After 
analysis of the results of dihybrid cross 
experiments Mendel concluded that factors 
for both the characters came together in 
hybrids and during gamete formation factors 
(genes) for both the characters segregated 

F2 Progeny

Characters Dominant Recessive Ratio

Plant Height Tall -787 Dwarf- 277 2.84:1

Seed Shape Round -5474 Wrinkled -1850 2.96:1

Cotyledon Colour Yellow – 6022 Green – 2001 3.01:1

Seed coat Colour Grey – 705 White – 224 3.15:1

Pod Shape Inflated- 882 Constricted – 299 2.95:1

Unripe Pod colour Green – 428 Yellow- 152 2.82:1

Position of Flower Axial – 651 Terminal – 207 3.14:1
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from each other and assorted independently. 
On the basis of  this findings Mendel’s second 
principle of inheritance, 'Law of Independent 
Assortment' was formulated.

Mendel selected seven characters of 
pea plant which had seven pairs (14) of 
contrasting traits. Chromosome number 
of pea plant is seven pairs (2n=14).  It was 
thought that different factors of traits were 
located on 14 chromosomes and for that 
factors of different traits were assorted 
independently. But this is not correct. Now 
it is known that factors of Mendel’s seven 
characters of pea plants are located in four 
(1, 4, 5, 7) chromosomes. Chromosome 
number 1 has two factors of two characters 
(cotyledon colour and seed coat colour); 
chromosome number 4 has three factors for 
three characters (pod shape, plant height, 
position of flower); chromosome number 5 
has one character (unripe pod colour) and 
chromosome number 7 has one character 
(seed shape). Factors for two characters are 
located on chromosome 1 and factors for 
three characters located on chromosome 4, 
then how those were assorted independently 
in hybridization experiments of Mendel?  
This question was raised and Mendel was 
criticized for it. 

 L. Douglus and E. Novitski in 1977 
analyzed Mendel’s data in a different way 
and stated that if the gene location on 
chromosomes is sufficiently far from each 
other, it will appear to assort independently. 
Mendel had chosen two genes that would 
show independent assortment, without 
knowing the exact location of the gene 
(it was unknown at that time). Stig Blixt 
(1975) stated that genes for cotyledon 
colour and seed coat colour are distantly 
located on chromosome 1 and those can be 
assorted independently.  The same is true 
for combination of genes for position of 
flower & pod shape and position of flower 
& plant height. But genes for pod shape 
and plant height shows linkage and does 
not assort independently.

Mendel, however, published no data of 
this particular combination (Plant height and 
Pod shape). It is assumed that Mendel did not 
consider this combination for dihybrid cross 
experiments to avoid complications. 

(D)

Mendel took two years to analyze and 
calculate his experimental results. In 1865 
he prepared his research paper in German 
language entitled “Verscuche Über Pflanzen-
hybriden” ( Eng.-“Experiments in Plant 
Hybridization”). Paper was presented in two 
meetings in Brünn Natural History Society 
on 8th February and 8th March, 1865. About 
40 respected and learned persons of the 
city, teachers, professors and scientists 
were present in the meeting.  Persons, 
who personally respected Mendel for his 
original observations in various fields of 
natural science, listened with considerable 
astonishment. However, most of the audience 
were not attentive and became unmindful 
especially when Mendel tried to explain it 
mathematically. Many of the audience had 
been repelled by the strange linking of 
botany with mathematics.

A few favourable reports were published 
in local newspapers but it was ignored by the 
scientific community. Mendel’s paper was 
published in 1866 in the Proceedings of the 
Brünn Natural History Society ( Verhandlungen 
des Naturforschenden Vereines in Brünn) and 
that was sent to 134 scientific institutions and 
universities of the world. Mendel personally 
sent some reprints to some scientists. But 
it remained neglected. Only Swiss botanist 
Carl Wilhelm von Nägeli wrote a letter and 
asked Mendel’s help in doing some breeding 
experiments in hawkweed, but he did not 
appreciate Mendel’s work.

In Mendel’s life time, most biologists 
bel ieved in blending inheritance or 
continuous inheritance especially after 
Darwin’s theory of Evolution in 1859. Mendel, 
however, suggested that inherited characters 
were discrete and constant (Discontinuous 
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Inheritance). Naturally scientists did not 
agree Mendel’s view.  Moreover, there was 
no physical element identified with Mendel’s 
inherited entities and use of mathematics 
was not liked by the scientists at that time.  
Actually Mendel was well ahead of time and 
the scientific community was not mature 
enough to understand his work.

Abbot Mendel had a little time for his 
experimental work but it was not stopped. 
He had a plan to organize hybridization 
experiments in other plants and honeybee. 
He collected 50 strains of honeybee for 
hybridization but it was not continued. 
Mendel was little bit upset for non-acceptance 
of his work on hybridization. Moreover, a new 
problem was developed in connection with 
the new taxes imposed by the government 
on monastery. Mendel did not agree the 
high accessed taxes and trouble started 
with the provincial government and Ministry 
of Education in Vienna. Abbot was very 
respected and influential person and the 
government did nothing. They tried to please 
Mendel for withdrawing his opposition to the 
taxation law and appointed him to the Board 
of Directors of the Moravian Mortgage Bank. 
In 1876, he became the Vice-Governor and 
in 1881, the Governor. But Mendel’s decision 
remained unchanged.

Mendel was seriously ill due to the long 
struggle for taxation law. He was affected 
with Bright Disease of kidney. He also had 
complication of heart and nicotine toxicity 
for longtime due to smoking. He died at 
Brünn Monastery on 6th January, 1884, at 
the age of 61.  After three days his body was 
buried at the monastery’s burial ground in 
the Brünn Central Cemetery. Hundreds of 
people from various sections of the society 
were present in the funeral procession 
on that day and mourned the death of a 
charitable friend but not a single one of those 
present on the occasion knew that a great 
scientific investigator, a man of imperishable 
reputation had passed away.

(E)

In 35 years, prior to rediscovery, Mendel’s 
work was quoted by a few scientists in their 
books, theses and papers, like H. Hoffmann, 
professor of botany in Giessen (1869); A. 
Blomberg of Uppasala, Sweden (1872); 
Russian biologist I. F. Schmahlhansen (1874); 
German doctor and botanist W. O. Focke 
(1881), Swiss botanist Nägeli and Peter (1885); 
American botanist L. H. Bailey (1892). Some 
biologists got the information from book of W. 
O. Focke. This book was also found in Darwin’s 
collection. Proceeding of the Brünn Natural 
History Society was also sent to Darwin. 
But it was not known whether Darwin read 
Mendel’s paper or not! In 1900, Mendel’s 
work was rediscovered suddenly by three 
scientists from different countries. Two of 
them Carl Erich Correns of Germany and Hugo 
de Vries of Holland were botanist. Third one 
Erich von Tschermak- Seysenegg   of Austria 
was an agronomist. Their papers related with 
rediscovery of Mendel’s work were published 
between January and June 1900.   

Carl Erich Correns (1864-1933) was a 
student of eminent botanist Carl Wilhelm 
von Nägeli.  In 1892, Correns started research 
work on plant hybridization, when he was in 
University of Tubingen.  He found Mendel’s 
work in W. O. Focke’s book. But whether he 
read the original paper or not was unknown. 
But he mentioned Mendel and Darwin in his 
research paper “G Mendel’s Law Concerning 
the Behavior of Progeny of Varietal Hybrids” 
published on 25 January 1900.

Hugo de Vries (1848-1935), professor 
of Amsterdam University was an eminent 
botanist of Holland, one of the first Geneticists 
and proponent of Mutation Theory of 
Evolution. He did hybridization experiments 
in early 1890’s. He also got information of 
Mendel’s work from Focke’s book. But he 
had a reprint of Mendel’s paper sent by 
Dutch botanist M. W. Beijernick. He used 
many terminologies like dominant, recessive, 
segregation in his paper like Mendel. He 
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wrote three papers for three journals.  Paper 
written in French was first published in French 
Scientific Journal “Comptes Rendus de l’ 
Acadimic des Sciences” ( Eng.- Proceedings of 
the Academy of Science) in March (?), 1900. 
But he did not mention Mendel’s work in it. 
Correns found it in the printed paper on 21 
April, 1900 and immediately wrote a paper 
in protest. After that de Vries compelled to 
include Mendel’s name in other two papers 
during proof correction. Actually he did it to 
get priority and full credit, hiding the truth. 
This was not expected.

Erich von Tschermak-Seysenegg (1871-
1962), an agronomist was professor in 
Vienna University. He developed many 
disease resistant varieties in wheat, rye and 
oat.  Eduard Fenzyl respected botanist and 
professor of Vienna University was his grand-
father from maternal side. He taught Mendel 
when he came to Vienna. Tschermak also got 
information about Mendel’s work in W. O. 
Focke’s book. He mentioned Mendel’s work 
in his paper published in June, 1900.

The story of rediscovery of Mendel’s 
work quickly spread throughout the world 
with this incident and biologists became 
interested in it. Mendel’s work neglected for 
35 years got recognition from the scientific 
community. Between 1860 and 1900 two 
major changes took place in biological 
science. First one was the development 
of clear concept about chromosome and 
their movement in cell division. Secondly, 
biologists were ready to use mathematics 
(statistics) for their research work. Perhaps, 
these two things helped understand Mendel’s 
work. British biologist William Bateson 
played an important role to spread Mendel’s 
contributions. He translated Mendel’s 
research paper in English “Experiments in 
Plant Hybridization”  and published  in 1901 
in Journal of the Horticultural Society with a 

foreword written by him. To explain Mendel’s 
work, ‘Allele’ (William Bateson & Edith Rebecca, 
1902) and ‘Genetics’ (William Bateson, 1905) 
terminology were coined. The term ‘Gene’  
was coined by Wilhelm Johannsen in 1909. 
Glorious period of Genetics thus initiated 
in the beginning of 20th century and now 
it is one of the most important branches of 
Biological Science.

References:

1. The Life of Gregor Johann Mendel—Tragic 
or Not? ÄkeGustafsson. Dept. of Forest 
Genetics,  Stockholm and Institute of 
Genetics,University of Lund, Sweden. Revised 
18.07.1968. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/pdf/10.1111/j-1601-5223-1969.

2. 	 Young Mendel Chooses the Monastic Life. 
https://www.guwsmedical.info/natural 
science.

3. 	 Gregor Johann Mendel  (1st .  Mendel 
Bibliography). Hugo Iltis, 1924. Eng. Translation: 
Life of Mendel, 1932. www.researchget.net

4. 	 Experiments in Plant Hybridization (1865) by 
Gregor Mendel.( Mendel’s Paper in English, 
Translated by William Bateson, 1901) Read 
at the meetings of February 8th, and March 
8th, 1865. http://www.esp.org/foundations/
genetics/classical/gm-65.pdf

5. 	 Mendel’s Principles of Heredity: a defence 
with a translation of Mendel’s original 
paper on Hybridization by William Bateson. 
Cambridge University Press 1902.https://
www.wellcomecollection.org.

6. 	 Gregor J. Mendel—Genetics Founding 
Father. E. Schwarzbach, P. Smýkal, O. Dostál, 
M. Jarkovska and S. Valova. Review Article, 
Czech. J. Genet. Plant Breed., 50, 2014(2):43-
51. https://www.agriculturejournals.cz/
PublicFiles/124110.

8. 	 What Chance did Mendel’s experiments give 
him noticing Linkage? L. Douglas and E. 
Novitski. Heredity 38, 253-257, 1977.www.
nature.com

9. 	 Why didn’t Gregor Mendel find Linkage? Stig 
Blixt, Nature 256, 206 (1975). https://nature.
com/articles/256206a0.

Bicentenary Tribute



24 | Monthly Bulletin, SEPTEMBER 2022

Professor Asit Kumar Bandhopadhyay was 
born on 3rd June 1920 in his maternal house 
at Nokful village of Bongaon Sub Division in 
undivided Bengal as the third son out of four 
children of Akshoy Kumar Bandyopadhyay 
and Charubala Devi. The family migrated to 
Howrah in a rented house at Kailash Bose 
Lane and afterwards at Chowdhury Bagan.

T h e  A c a d e m i c 
career of  Asitkumar 
was althrough bright 
and he added lots of 
feathers in his cap. After 
his initial education at 
the Pathsala of Banamali    
Pundit he studied at 
Kasundia Vivekananda 
Institution, Howrahs' 
Zi l la  School,  scored 
77 % marks in Bengali 
in his  Matr iculation 
Examination and studied 
I.A. at Ripon College. 
H e r e  h e  r e c e i v e d 
'Bankimchandra Silver 
Medal', a scholarship 
named after D.L. Roy and 
after the final exam with 
letter marks in Bengali went to Vidyasagar 
College for his graduation , stood first class 
first in B.A. with the prestigious Jubilee 
scholarship and finally bagged his M.A. Degree 
in 1945 from the University of Calcutta as a 
first class first Student with a gold medal. As 
a College student he came in close touch with 

the formative days of Forward Bloc planned 
by Subhas Chandra Bose and translated the 
speeches of Subhaschandra sent from Saigon 
and also translated the book The Indian 
Struggle written by Subhas Chandra Bose. 
Young Asitkumar alongwith Manindramohan 
Chakraborty composed several articles for 
the Foreward magazine. His literary pursuit 

however flared in his 
school life as he wrote 
an essay on History of 
Bengali Literature in 
the school magazine. 
As a student of Class 
eight he wrote a play 
Chatrapati Shivaji.

His service career 
started at Vidyasagar 
college at Navadwip as 
a lecturer in 1945. Later 
on in 1948 he joined 
Ripon College and also 
served as Honorary 
Professor at Howrah 
Girls' College. Here he 
came in close touch 
with poet Jibananada 
D a s  a n d  a f te r  t h e 

untimely death of the poet Asitbabu edited 
a remarkable magazine in memory of the 
late poet. After his marriage with Professor 
Binita Gangopadhyay, a Professor of History 
at Girls' College who was also a famous 
writer popularly known as 'Sukanya' as her 
nickname, the couple started living in a small 

Remembering Professor Asitkumar Bandyopadhyay
Sukanta Mukhopadhyay
Member of The Asiatic Society
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flat at Umesh Banerjee Lane at kasundia.
Finally he made his own residence at 14/2 
Bhattacharya para Lane.

In 1956 Asitbabu joined University of 
Calcutta as a Lecturer of Bengali Literature 
and bagged his Ph.D. in 1957 under the 
tutelage of eminent Professor Sashibhusan 
Dasgupta. His subject was  'Early Nineteenth 
Century Bengal and role of Bengali Literature'. 
In 1962 he became Reader of The Bengali 
Department and in 1971 was nominated as 
the prestigious 'Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 
Professor'. Asitbabu continued as HOD of his 
Department for more than five years, once 
in 1976 and again in 1981and prepared 
lots of students in his Academic career 
spanning over three decades. He also excelled 
himself as the able successor of stalwarts 
like Professor Suniti Kumar Chattopadhyay, 
Sukumar Sen, Niharranjan Roy and several 
others. His Seminal work Bangla Sahitter 
Itibrrito (Ten Volumes) is a complete chronicle 
of the development and advancement of 
Bengali Language and Literature since it’s 
salad days and these volumes are compulsory 
handbooks for Honours and Post graduate 
students as also research scholars. However 
he did not deprive even the school students 
and composed several books for them. 
His analytical books on Bankimchandra, 
Vidyasagar, Rabindranath, Sri Ramakrishna 
and several other subjects are still considered 
as glorious contribution in Bengali Literature.

In 1982 Asitbabu represented the 5th 
International Buddhist Conference at Belial 
College Oxford and presented his unique 
paper on the Buddhist influence in Bengali 
Literature. From 1983 - 1893 he became 
member of the Bengali section of Indian 
Languages of UGC, member of the Executive 
Committee of the Sahitya Academy and the 
President of Bangiya Sahiyta Parishad. He was 
also the President of the Bangla Academy 
till his death. In 1996 he became the visiting 
Professor of the Arizona State University. 
The softspoken gentleman who always liked 
to spend a happy family life full of wit and 

humour proved his genius in several fields of 
responsible posts and had envious collection 
of books in his well-planned personal Library.

The very next day of his retirement 
from the University of Calcutta, Asitbabu 
joined The Asiatic Society, Kolkata on 1 st 
October 1985 as a Senior Research Fellow 
and Bankimchandra Research Professor. He 
worked for the Society till his death on 15th 
May 2003. He exerted tremendous labour to 
publish Modern Bengali Dictionary for Non-
Bengali Readers in two Volumes from the 
Society and some other valuable Papers.

Professor Asitkumar Bandyopadhyay 
spent tireless effort to write more than a 
dozen of important books on various aspects 
of Bengali Language and Literature as also 
edited over 25 books apart from innumerable 
essays in various magazines.

Asitbabu excelled his genius in a 
completely different field apart from his 
well-known world of Bengali Language and 
Literature. In 1989 when there was a roaring 
movement for celebration of 300 years of 
Calcutta some eminent personalities of 
Howrah framed a society titled 'Howrah Jela 
Itihas Pranayan, Unnayan 0 Smarak Samity' 
and Asitbabu became the President of this 
Society. The main purpose of the Samity was 
to pen down a complete history of Howrah, 
the twin city of Kolkata. Professor Asitkumar 
Bandyopadhyay played pioneering role 
in compiling the complete history of his 
hometown Howrah titled as Howrah Saharer 
Itibrrito (First and Second Volume) in 1994 & 
1995. These books are still regarded as the 
authentic manual on Howrah District. The 
first volume contains Five Chapters with 
an Addendum while the second volume 
contains seven elaborative chapters with a 
separate part of Addition of some important 
informations. He had to toil hard to complete 
these books in time.

Most punctual, friendly and a complete 
gentleman Asitbabu received several awards 
for his deep literary pursuit and contribution 
to Bengali Language and Literature including 
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'Jagattarini Gold Medal’, ‘Sisirkumar Award', 
'Bidyasagar Smriti Puroskar', 'Sarojini Medal', 

'Narayan Gangopadhyay Memorial Award', 
'Tarapada Basu Smriti Puroskar', 'Vidyasagar 
Smriti Award' conferred by the Govt, of 
West Bengal, 'Sisirkumar Award' given on 
behalf of the Amritabazar Patrika and several 
others. In his eighty years Bangiya Sahitya 
Parishad felicitated him and published a 
comprehensive biography consisting of 
his life and works. The entire collection of 
his library is preserved at 'Ramrajatala Bani 
Niketan Library' for future researchers and 
this was donated by his wife after his death.

A Road in Howrah is named after him 
with a Statue by the Howrah Municipal 
Corporation.

To  co m m e m o ra te  h i s  Ce n te n a r y 
Celebration a committee was formed by 
some of the eminent researchers of Howrah 
including his family members on 3rd June 
2020 and a commemorative Volume was 
published in January 2021.

Asitbabu spent his whole life in a simple but 
diligent manner, prepared lots of successful 
students, attended several meetings and 
conferences and with his scholarly genius 
contributed such seminal works which will 
guide the future generation for long years.

Centenary Tribute
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খ�োয়াই, ত্রিপুরা। টাউন হল। বছরটা ১৯৮১।  
একটা গানের অনুষ্ঠান হবে। যাওয়ার জন্য মন 
উতলা। সমস্ত বাধা পেরিয়ে সন্ধ্যায় অনুষ্ঠানে  যাওয়া।  

কী সুন্দর, কী সুন্দর গান। দুরুদুরু বুকে শিল্পীর 
পায়ে স্পর্শ করে, প্রণাম করে সারা শরীর বেয়ে 
অদ্ভুত এক শিহরণ খেলে গেল। হবে নাই বা কেন। 
উনি  যে ল�োকসংগীত শিল্পী 
অমর পাল।  

গুরুর কাছে  গিয়ে 
বলি -  ‘‘আপনার গান 
খুব ভাল�ো লাগল�ো। উনি 
খুশী হলেন।” “শিল্পীরা 
প্রশংস া  শুনতে চ ায় - 
এটাই স্বাভাবিক”। তিনি 
বলেছিলেন।   

তা  রপর  পেরিয়ে     
গেল কয়েকটি বছর। মন 
কিন্তু পরে রইল গানের 
দিকে, গুরুর দিকে। তাই 
কলকাতায় আসা। ঝড়, জল 
উপেক্ষা করে গুরুর কাছে 
গানের তালিম নিতে শুরু করলাম।  

গান শেখান�োর ফাঁকে মাঝে মাঝে উনি ওঁনার  
জীবনের কথা বলতেন। ব্রাহ্মণবেড়িয়ার ফেলে আসা 
দিনগুল�ো উনি বারবার উচ্চারণ করতেন, কত সুখ 
দুঃখের কথা আমাদের বলতেন।  

মাত্র দশ বছর বয়সে পিতহীন হন উনি। 
মাথায় আকাশ ভেঙ্গে পড়ে। কিন্তু মন খালি বলে 
গান আর গান।  

জন্ম ১৯ মে, ১৯২২। ব্রাহ্মণবাড়িয়া, কুমিল্লা 

বর্তমান বাংলাদেশে। বাবার নাম মহেশ চন্দ্র পাল, 
মায়ের নাম দুর্গা সুন্দরী পাল।  

মায়ের কাছে ল�োকসঙ্গীতের প্রথম শিক্ষা। 
ওস্তাদ আলাউদ্দিন খাঁ সাহেবের ছ�োট ভাই আয়েত 
আলী খাঁ সাহেবের কাছে দীর্ঘ আট বছর শাস্ত্রীয় 
সংগীতেরও তালিম নেন।  

ছ�োট�োবেলা থেকে 
উনি প্রভাতী, চৈতন্যলীলা, 
পদ্মপুরাণ, রামায়ণ গান, 
ঢপলীলা, কীর্তন, বাউলা 
গান, পালাগান, পদাবলী 
গান শুনতেন আর সাথে 
ছিল তিতাস পাড়ের মাঝি 
মাল্লার গান। যেখানে 
যে গান শুনতেন শিখে 
ফেলতেন। মনের খেয়ালে 
গেয়ে যান “রাই জাগ�ো গ�ো, 
জাগ�ো শ্যামের মনম�োহিনী, 
বিন�োদিনী রাই....” 

ছ�োট ছেলের গলায় 
তখনি অসাধারণ সুর আর 

বাণীর আত্মনিবেদন। বৈষ্ণব বৈষ্ণবীরা যেভাবে 
গান করেন হুবহু সেরকম গলা। বৈষ্ণবের প্রভাতী, 
দিদিমার কাছে শ�োনা রামায়ণ গান, পূজা-পার্বণের 
অজস্র গান কিশ�োর মনকে ন�োঙরের টান মারে। 
ঘন্টার পর ঘন্টা গেয়ে যেতে পারতেন ছ�োট্ট অমর। 
কিছদিন ঢপলীলা কীর্তন  দলেরও সঙ্গী ছিলেন 
তিনি। বিবেকের ভূমিকায় তাঁর গান শুনে দর্শকদের 
চ�োখের জলে বাধ মানে না। কিন্তু  প্রবল সাংসারিক 
আর্থিক অনিশ্চয়তায় দিশেহারা অবস্থা তখন। এদিকে 

অমর পাল
প্রাণেশ স�োম
ল�োকসঙ্গীত শিল্পী
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শাস্ত্রীয় সংগীতের উচ্চমার্গে উঠতে না পারলে 
উপার্জনও অনিশ্চিত।  

বড় জ�োরাল�ো সে টান। সে টানে অনুভব হয় 
কলকাতায় গিয়ে গান শিখতে হবে। তাই কলকাতায় 
গান শেখার দুর্নিবার টান আর থিত হওয়ার জন্য  
মাত্র ১৬ বছর বয়সে অবিভক্ত বাংলার ব্রাহ্মণবাড়িয়া 
থেকে মায়ের গয়না সম্বল করে কলকাতায় চলে 
এসেছিলেন। গানের টানে একবার, দুবার বিফল 
হয়ে তৃতীয়বারে কলকাতায় পালিয়ে আসেন। চ�োখে 
তখন কত স্বপ্ন। কান খাড়া করে শ�োনেন নিরুদ্দেশে 
পাড়ি দেয়া নাওয়ের মাঝির ভাটিয়ালি গান।  

কলকাতায় আছেন  শচীন দেব বর্মন, অনন্ত 
বালা, পঙ্কজ কুমার মল্লিক, কৃষ্ণচন্দ্র দে, কানন 
দেবীর মত�ো বিখ্যাত সব শিল্পীরা।  

 ১৯৪৮  সালে  আকাশবাণীর গীতিকার 
শচীন্দ্রনাথ ভট্টাচার্যের সাথে পাকাপাকিভাবে 
কলকাতায় আসেন।  

আব্বাসউদ্দিন ও শচীন দেববর্মণ-এই দুই মহান 
শিল্পীর কাছে তিনি ঋনী - একথা বার বার উল্লেখ 
করেছেন।  বাংলাদেশের কুমিল্লা ও ত্রিপুরার  প্রকৃতি 
ও পরিবেশ সর্বোপরি ওঁর মায়ের প্রভাব পড়েছে তার 
জীবনে খুব বেশী।   

সংগীতগুরু মণি চক্রবর্তী ও সুরেন চক্রবর্তী তাকে 
সংগীতের সুরল�োকে প্রবেশের চাবিকাঠি হাতে তুলে 
দিয়েছেন - এ কথাও তার মুখে বহুবার শুনেছি।  

তিনি বলতেন- 
“গান আমার ছেলেবেলার জীবনসঙ্গী। কখন 

গানকে ভাল�োবেসেছি তা জানিনা, যেমন জানিনা 
মাকে ভাল�োবাসার প্রথম দিনটি। বাংলার প্রকৃতিতে 
যে সুর নিত্য বাজে তাই আমাকে পথের পাঁচালীর 
অপুর মত বারবার ঘর ছাড়া করেছে।” 

 ১৯৫১ সালে আকাশবাণী কলকাতা কেন্দ্রে 
ল�োকসঙ্গীত শিল্পী হিসেবে অনুম�োদন পান এবং 
পরবর্তী কালে সর্বোচ্চ গ্রেডও তিনি অর্জন করেন।  

রেডিওর স্টাফ আর্টিস্ট গিরীন চক্রবর্তী প্রথম 
সেন�োলা ক�োম্পানির সাথে  তঁাকে পরিচয় করিয়ে 
দেন এবং সেন�োলা ক�োম্পানিতে  তাঁর প্রথম  
গানের েরকর্ডিং হয়। এক পিঠে ‘ক�োন গেরামের 
কন্যা’,   অন্য পিঠে সুরেন চক্রবর্তীর কথা ও সুরে, 
‘গার�ো পাহাড়ের গেরুয়া মাটিতে’।   

প্রথম ছবি ‘চাষী’, কিন্তু অন্তর্দ্বন্দ্বে রিলিজ করল�ো 
না। গানগুল�ো সুপারহিট। তার মধ্যে একটি ‘ধান 
কাটি, কাটি ধান’- ল�োকের মুখে মুখে ফিরল। শৈলেন 
রায় বাংলার দিকপাল গীতিকার একদিন তাকে নিয়ে 
গেলেন রাইচাঁদ বড়াল-এর কাছে। দেবকী বসু একটি 
ছবি করছেন নাম ‘সাগর সঙ্গমে’। গুরুজির গান শুনে 
দেবকী বসু মুগ্ধ, বললেন “আপনি অভিনয় করবেন 
ছবিতে? কালাচাঁদ বাউলের পার্ট টা!” ‘সাগর সঙ্গমে’ 
বাণিজ্যিকভাবে সফল হয়ে দর্শকদের মনে গেঁথে 
গেল। গুরুজি কালাচাঁদ বাউলের ভূমিকায় ‘আমি 
তার বিরহে বাউল হইলাম গ�ো’ গানটি করে, সাথে 
অভিনয় করে স্মরণীয় হয়ে রইলেন। এরপর বহু 
ছবিতে প্লেব্যাক করেছেন। ‘মেঘ ও র�ৌদ্র’, ‘স�োনার 
মানুষ’, ‘শকুন্তলা’, ‘বেহুলা লখীন্দর’, ‘নিষ্কৃতি ’, 
‘অমৃতকুম্ভের সন্ধানে’,  ‘নিমন্ত্রণ’, ‘তাহাদের কথা’, 
‘হাসুলী বাঁকের উপকথা’, ‘মন্দ মেয়ের উপাখ্যান’।  

শুরু হল কলকাতায় সঙ্গীত জীবনের কঠিন 
যাত্রা। গান শেখা আবার গান গাওয়া - সবই চলছে 
একসাথে। হঠাৎ একটি অসাধারণ সুন্দর গান তাঁর 
মন কেড়ে নিল�ো। ‘আমি স্বপ্ন দেখি মধুমালা মুখ 
রে’। গানের কথা এবং সুর মনকে উতলা করে 
ত�োলে। গানের কথাগুল�ো হাতে পাওয়ার জন্য মন 
উদগ্রীব হয়ে ওঠে। কিন্তু ক�োন�ো জায়গা থেকেই 
সংগ্রহ করা যাচ্ছে না।  

মন খারাপ হয়ে যায়, েচাখ দিয়ে আপনাআপনি 
জল গড়িয়ে পড়ে। হঠাৎ করে মায়ের কাছ থেকে একটি 
চিঠি এল। মা গানের অনেক প্রশংসা করে, আশীর্বাদ 
করে চিঠিটি লিখেছেন। সাথে বহু প্রতীক্ষিত সেই গানটি 
–‘আমি স্বপ্ন দেখি মধুমালার মুখ রে.....’।  

আনন্দে মন উদ্বেল হয়ে ওঠে।   
এক এক করে তিনি প্রভাতী সংগীত, ভাটিয়ালি, 

বাউল, সারি  জারি ইত্যাদি গান সংগ্রহ করতে শুরু 
করলেন। বাংলা পল্লীগীতির বিভিন্ন আঙ্গিকের গান 
তাঁর কণ্ঠস্থ হতে লাগল।   

সত্তর দশকের মাঝামাঝি সময় থেকে 
ল�োকসংগীত সমাজে সর্বজনবিদিত নাম হয়ে উঠলেন 
প্রভাতী সঙ্গীতের আইকন অমর পাল।  

১৯৮০ সাল। কে.এন.নস্কর র�োডের বাড়ীতে 
গানের ক্লাস চলছে। হঠাৎ বিখ্যাত সঙ্গীতশিল্পী অনুপ 
ঘ�োষাল এলেন ওঁর বাড়ী। ক্লাস শেষ হলে উনি 
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এক জায়গায় যাওয়ার কথা বললেন। কিন্তু ক�োথায় 
সেটা বললেন না। অনেক অনুর�োধের পর প্রকাশ 
করলেন– ‘‘মানিকমামা আপনাকে ডেকেছে’’।  

‘‘মানে সত্যজিৎ রায়? আমাকে?’’ পরদিন 
বিশপ লেফ্রয় র�োডের বাড়ীতে, উঁচু উঁচু সেকেলে 
দরজা পেরিয়ে দীর্ঘকায় সত্যজিৎ রায়ের সামনে 
একেবারে হাজির। হৃদস্পন্দন বেড়ে গেল, ভয়ে 
গলাটা শুকিয়ে গেল। একটি গান করতে বললেন 
–‘এ ভবসাগর রে, কেমনে দিব পাড়ি দিবানিশি 
কান্দে রে নদীর কূলে বইয়া’। গান শুনে  বললেন, 
“বাহ। আমার নতুন ছবিতে একটা গান আছে, 
আপনাকে গাইতে হবে।” 

প্রোডাকশন থেকে ফ�োন পেয়ে নির্দিষ্ট দিনে 
এইচএমভি স্টুডি ওতে গিয়ে আগেই হাজির হয়ে 
গেলেন গুরুজি। সকাল এগার�োটায়। চারটে নাগাদ 
স্টুডি ওর দরজা থেকে মুখ বাড়িয়ে অল�োকনাথ দে 
বললেন, ‘‘শিগগির ঢ�োক�ো।’’ ভিতরে মানিকদা, 
অনুপ ঘ�োষাল, বিজয়া রায়। গানটার দুবার রিহার্সাল 
হল�ো। চরণদাসকে ধরে এনেছে রাজার পেয়াদা। 
চরণদাস সাদাসিধে একজন গেঁয়ো মানুষ। হাতে 
দ�োতারা। সে নিরীহ হাসি হেসে বলবে, “হুজুর 
আমার ত�ো জ্ঞান থেকেই গান, এটা বন্ধ করি কী 
করে?’’ এত বড় অদ্ভুত কথা। রাজা বলবেন, “আচ্ছা 
শ�োনা যাক ত�োমার গান।” 

 তখনই চরণদাস গাইবে সেই গান,   
“আমি কতই রঙ্গ দেখি দুনিয়ায়”....।   
চরণ দাসের পার্ট করবেন একদা বাংলা 

সিনেমার ডাকসাইটে গায়ক-নায়ক রবীন মজুমদার।  
গান রেকর্ডিং হল�ো।   
বিজয়া রায় একগাল হেসে বললেন “খুব ভাল�ো 

হয়েছে আপনার গান।” 
 ‘হীরক রাজার দেশে’র  সেই গান তাঁকে 

বাঙালির ঘরে ঘরে তুমুল জনপ্রিয় করে তুলেছিল।   
সেবার দিল্লী রেডিও স্টেশন থেকে ডাক 

এসেছে। রেডিও প্রোগ্রামের পর আর�ো কয়েকটা 
স্টেজ প্রোগ্রামও হল�ো। সবই ঠিকঠাক নিপুণভাবে 
হল। ‘আমার গ�োসঁাইরেনি দেখস খাজুর গাছ তলায়’ 
- গানটি গাওয়ার পর হঠাৎ ঝামেলা শুরু হল�ো। 
সন্ধ্যাবেলায় ডাকাবুক�ো  গ�োছের কিছ ল�োক  দিল্লী 

কালীবাড়িতে এসে বলে “কলকাত্তার গানাওয়ালা 
বাবুক�ো বুলাইয়ে।” তারা  রেগে আগুন, এত 
বড় স্পর্ধা। বলে কিনা গ�োসাঁই গাছতলায় থাকে 
লেজ নাড়ে আর খেজুর খায়! এরকম গান কে 
লিখেছে! তারা একটা হেস্তনেস্ত করতে এসেছে। 
যাইহ�োক গুরুজি তাদেরকে অনেক কষ্টে ব�োঝান 
যে এটা নিছকই গ্রাম্য বিন�োদন গীতি। কিছক্ষণ 
পরেই জমকাল�ো প�োশাক মাথায় পাগড়ি বাঁধা 
বেশ কিছ বিশাল চেহারার ল�োক এসে রিসেপশনে 
হাজির। গুরুজি ভয়ে জড়োসড়ো, ব্যাপারটা কিন্তু 
আদ�ৌ বিপদের ছিল না।  

রাষ্ট্রপতি ভবন থেকে হ�োলি উৎসবে গান 
করার আমন্ত্রণ জানিয়ে খ�োদ রাষ্ট্রপতি ভবনের দূত 
পাঠিয়েছেন রাষ্ট্রপতি ডঃ রাজেন্দ্র প্রসাদ। এ এক 
বিরল সম্মান। গুরুজি যেখানে বসলেন তার অল্প 
দূরেই বসলেন পণ্ডিত জহরলাল নেহেরু, তার কন্যা 
ইন্দিরা এবং সর্বপল্লী রাধাকৃষ্ণণ। আর অবশ্যই 
রাষ্ট্রপতি ডঃ রাজেন্দ্র প্রসাদ। এই অনুষ্ঠানে গান 
গেয়ে গুরুজি ভুয়সী প্রশংসা পেয়েছিলেন।  

পরবর্তীকালে ২০০৭ সালে তিনি ‘সঙ্গীত নাটক 
অ্যাকাডেমী’ পুরষ্কারেও সন্মানিত হন। পশ্চিমবঙ্গ 
সরকারের ‘সঙ্গীতের মহা সঙ্গীতগুরু’ সন্মানে 
সন্মানিত হলেন ২০১২ সালে।  

ওঁর ঝুলিতে আর�ো অনেক সম্মান, অনেক 
পুরস্কার কিন্তু উনি বারবার উল্লেখ করতেন 
মানুষের ভাল�োবাসার কথা। সাধারণ মানুষের 
ভাল�োবাসা, সাধারণ মানুষের সম্মান – এটাই ছিল 
ওঁর পরম প্রাপ্তি, পরম স�ৌভাগ্যবান মনে করতেন 
তাই নিজেকে। অত্যন্ত সাধারণ যাপন, সরল মনন 
– সবার কাছে উনি অনেক বেশি গ্রহণয�োগ্য হয়ে 
উঠেছিলেন।  

উনি বলতেন “আবার যদি মানুষ হয়ে জন্মাই, 
যেন, পল্লিসংগীত শিল্পী হয়েই জন্মাই।”  

   

ঋণ স্বীকারঃ 

১.  সুজন রসিক নাইয়া - সঞ্জয় মিত্র।  
২. বাঙলার ল�োকসঙ্গীত - সম্পাদনায় অমর পাল ও 

দুলাল চ�ৌধুরী।   
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১৯৮৪ সালের ১৭ অগাস্ট দিনটিতে আমাদের 
(আমার ও আমার স্বামী শ্রী শ্যামল লাহিড়ীর) মাথার 
ওপরের বটগাছটি ভেঙে পড়েছিল। ওই দিনটিতে 
আমাদের পরমগুরু এবং পিতা আচার্য চিন্ময় 
লাহিড়ীর দেহাবসান হয়। সেই সময়ের অসহায় 
ব�োধটির কথা মনে পড়লে এখনও আমাদের মনে 
বিষাদ নেমে আসে। যাই হ�োক, ঈশ্বরের কাছে 
ব�োধহয় আমাদের এই অসহায়তার খবর পৌঁছে 
গিয়েছিল। তাই ত�ো আমরা ১৯৮৬ সালে এমন 
একজন গুরু এবং অভিভাবকের ছায়ার তলায় 
এলাম যা ওঁর মৃত্যু  অবধি বজায় ছিল। তিনি 
হলেন পণ্ডিত ভি. বালসারা। পুর�ো নাম ভিস্তাপ 
আর্দেশির বালসারা। ওঁর জন্ম ১৯২২ সালের ২২ 
জুন সেকালের বম্বে অধুনা মুম্বাইতে একটি পার্সি 
পরিবারে। পূর্বপুরুষ ছিলেন গুজরাতের একটি ছ�োট্ট 
গ্রাম বালসারের বাসিন্দা, েসই সূত্রেই ওঁদের পদবী 
বালসারা, ভাষা গুজরাতি, ধর্মমতে জ�োরাি�য়ান, 
অর্থাৎ অগ্নির উপাসক, েদবতা জরথু�। কিন্তু 
১৯৮৬ সালে বছরের প্রথম দিকে ১৬ নম্বর অক্রূ র 
দত্ত লেনে ওঁর মিউজিক রুমে ঢুকতে গিয়ে ‘Music 
is universal’ এই কথাটার মর্ম খুব বেশি করে 
অনুভব করলাম। ওঁর মিউজিক রুমে জাতি ধর্ম 
নির্বিশেষে সব ধরনের দেবদেবী বিরাজমান আর 
সঙ্গীত জগতের গত হওয়া রথী মহারথীদের ছবিও 
দেওয়ালে টাঙান�ো থাকত। উনি এই ঘরে ঢুকেই 
প্রথমে ধূপ দীপ জ্বালিয়ে পুজ�ো করতেন আর সঙ্গীত 
জগতের ওপারে থাকা বিশেষ ব্যক্তিদের জন্যও 
প্রার্থনা করতেন। সেখানে আমাদের পরমগুরু 
আচার্য চিন্ময় লাহিড়ীর ছবিও ছিল।

১৯৮২ সালে আমাদের বাবা পণ্ডিত চিন্ময় 
লাহিড়ী, পণ্ডিত ভি বালসারার সঙ্গে আমার ভজন, 
গীত, গজল শেখার ব্যাপারে আল�োচনা করেন। এই 
ব্যাপারে পণ্ডিত ভি বালসারা তার আত্মজীবনী জেগে 
থাকি সপ্তসুরে বইতে লিখেছেন, ...“ধানের মৃত্যু র পর 
আমার সুর সৃষ্টি কর্মের চাকা সম্পূর্ণভাবে অচল হয়ে 
পড়ল। এমনকি ধানের গাওয়া ভজন ও গজলের 
সমস্ত বইগুল�োতেও ক্রমশ ছাতা পড়তে শুরু করল।

কিন্তু আমি জানতাম না যে ঈশ্বরের আমার 
প্রতি ক�োনও অভিপ্রায় ছিল বা আমার জন্য ক�োনও 
চিন্তা করে রেখেছিলেন। ১৯৮২ সালে সঙ্গীত 
জগতের কর্ণধার প্রখ্যাত বাঙালি (শিল্পী) গায়ক ও 
সুরকার চিন্ময় লাহিড়ী অনুর�োধ করেছিলেন তাঁর 
পুত্রবধূ মন্দিরাকে ভজন ও গজল শেখাবার জন্য, 
কিন্তু তখন আমি সে অনুর�োধ রাখতে পারিনি।

আমি ব্যস্ত হয়ে পড়লাম ক্যান্সার র�োগে আক্রান্ত 
অসহায় ধানের জন্য এবং পূর্বের বিষয়টিও ভুলে 
গেলাম। ১৯৮৪ সালে চিন্ময়বাবু পৃথিবী ছেড়ে 
চলে গেলেন। ১৯৮৬-তে “অরুণ�োদয়” নামে 
একটি প্রতিষ্ঠান চিন্ময়বাবুর স্মৃতির উদ্দেশে একটি 
অনুষ্ঠানের আয়�োজন করেছিল এবং সেখানে 
আমাকে প্রধান অতিথির সম্মানে ভূষিত করে 
আমন্ত্রণ জানিয়েছিল, েযখানে তাঁর (চিন্ময়বাবুর) 
সুপুত্রও সঙ্গীত পরিবেশন করেছিল। গান শুনে 
আমি যৎপর�োনাস্তি খুশীই হয়েছিলাম। অনুষ্ঠানের 
দিনই সে এসে তার বাবার ইচ্ছের কথা পুনরায় 
জানাল অর্থাৎ তার স্ত্রী মন্দিরাকে গান শেখাবার 
জন্য, আমি তৎক্ষণাৎ রাজি হয়ে গেলাম। শিক্ষা শুরু 

“আমি মা সরস্বতী বিক্রি করি না” 
মন্দিরা লাহিড়ী  
শাস্ত্রীয়সঙ্গীত শিল্পী
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হল, — মন্দিরাকে দেখাতে শুরু করলাম গজল, 
ভজন প্রভৃতি। মন্দিরার সঠিক স্বরলিপি পড়া বা 
বলা, যা সম্ভব হয়েছিল চিন্ময়বাবুর সঠিক শিক্ষায়, 
তাতে আমিও পেয়েছিলাম বাড়তি সুবিধা। মন্দিরার 
সঙ্গীত পরিবেশন এবং গায়কী আমায় সত্যিই উদ্বুদ্ধ 
করেছিল নতুন নতুন গজল ও ভজন সৃষ্টি করতে। 
ওর কণ্ঠ ছিল শ্রুতিমধুর। কিছদিন পর মন্দিরার 
স্বামী শ্যামলও আমার কাছে ভজন শিখতে শুরু 
করল। তার গলা ছিল ক্ল্যাসিকাল ভিত্তিক। সঙ্গীত 
সুরকার এবং আয়�োজক হয়ে আমি অনুপ্রাণিত 
হলাম নতুন নতুন ভজন ও গজলের সুর সৃষ্টি করতে 
বিভিন্নভাবে গাইবার জন্য। ধানের সময় যে সুর 
সৃষ্টি করেছিলাম, তার থেকে একটু স্বতন্ত্র। আমার 
সৃষ্টি ভিন্ন আকার ধারণ করল।”(পৃষ্ঠা ২৭০-২৭১)।

১৯৮৬ সালের মার্চ মাস থেকে ১৬ নম্বর অক্রূ র 
দত্ত লেনে সপ্তাহে দু’দিন ও শনিবার নিয়মিতভাবে 
পণ্ডিত ভি বালসারার কাছে আমার ভজন, গীত, 
গজল শিক্ষা শুরু হয়ে গেল। আমাদের সঙ্গীত 
শিক্ষার ক্ষেত্রে গুরুদক্ষিণা না দিতে পারলে মনে 
হয় যেন শিক্ষা সমাপ্ত হবে না। গুরুদক্ষিণা কিন্তু 
গুরুর কাছে কৃতজ্ঞ থাকার এক প্রকাশ মাত্র এবং 
এখানে ক�োনও মূল্যের বিনিময়ে গুরুর শিক্ষা 
কেনার ক্ষমতা আমাদের নেই। আমার স্বামী শ্রী 
শ্যামল লাহিড়ী যখন বালসারাজীকে এই বিষয়ে 
জিজ্ঞাসা করেছিলেন, তখন ওঁর উত্তর ছিল, “আমি 
মা সরস্বতী বিক্রি করি না।’’

সত্যিই ত�ো ওঁরা মা সরস্বতীর আরাধনা 
করতেন। সেইজন্যই ব�োধহয় ওঁরা এত কঠিন 
এবং সুন্দর সঙ্গীত সৃষ্টি করে গেছেন। আমার 
classical base থাকার দরুন উনি প্রথম দিন 
আমাকে তুলসীদাসের একটি ভজন (কর্ণাটকী 
রাগ ‘তানরূপ’ এবং ১৬ মাত্রা ‘আদ্ধা’ তালে 
নিবদ্ধ) শিখিয়েছিলেন, যার প্রথম লাইন ছিল 
‘ত�োসে অরজ করুঁ সাওরিয়া’। অসাধারণ সেই 
ভজনের composition. বিহান রেকর্ডস আমার 
গাওয়া ‘সাওরিয়া’ নামের একটি ভজনের সিডি 
প্রকাশ করেছিল। সেখানে সবকটি ভজনই ছিল 

বালসারাদার সুর করা। জীবনে ওঁর কাছে শেখা এই 
ভজনটিও ওঁকে শ্রদ্ধা জানিয়ে সিডিতে গেয়েছিলাম। 

যদিও উনি আমাদের গুরু ছিলেন আর বয়সের 
পার্থক্যও ছিল প্রচুর, তবুও আমরা ওঁকে দাদা 
বলেই সম্বোধন করতাম। পরবর্তীকালে সম্বোধনটা 
পালটে শুধু ভিবি হয়ে গেল। এই সম্পর্কের ক�োনও 
নাম ছিল না। শুধু শ্রদ্ধা, ভালবাসা, আবেগ, ত্যাগ 
ইত্যাদি দিয়েই এই সম্পর্ক গড়ে উঠেছিল। ক�োনও 
লেনদেন অথবা আদান প্রদানের ক�োনও স্থান 
ছিল না এই সম্পর্কে। ভিবির কাছে আমি সপ্তাহে 
দু’দিন যেতাম, মঙ্গলবার বিকেলে আর শনিবার 
সকালে। তাছাড়া উনি প্রতি বুধবার করে আমাদের 
টালিগঞ্জের বাড়িতে আসতেন। Punctuality, 
Discipline, এইগুলিও গান শেখার সাথে সাথে 
ওঁর থেকে শিখেছি। বুধবার সকাল ঠিক দশটার 
সময় আমাদের বাড়ির কলিংবেল বাজত। আমরা 
দু’জনও সকাল থেকে রেডি হয়ে থাকতাম যাতে 
একটুও সময় নষ্ট না হয়। সকালের চা-পর্ব শেষ 
করেই আমরা একতলার music room এ গিয়ে 
বসতাম। শুরু হত�ো ভজন, গীত, গজলের শিক্ষা। 
ওঁর সঙ্গে থাকার প্রতিটা মুহূর্তই ছিল যেন শিক্ষার। 
প্রথমে গানের lyrics পড়তে হত�ো। তার মানে বুঝে 
গাওয়া, েকাথায় শ্বাস নিতে হবে আবার ক�োথায় 
শ্বাস চুরি করতে হবে, শব্দ কীভাবে উচ্চারণ করা 
উচিত অথবা ক�োন শব্দ কীভাবে থ্রো করতে হবে, 
েশষ শব্দের আখরটা যেন মুখের ভিতরেই থেকে 
না যায়, তা যেন স্পষ্ট হয়, কিংবা তালের সঙ্গে 
একাত্ম হয়ে গাওয়া, গানের প্রাণ কীভাবে আসবে, 
কণ্ঠ অনুযায়ী গানের selection, কত যে শিখেছি, 
তার শেষ নেই। একবার ত�ো একটি গজলের 
‘আবাদ রহ�ো’-র ‘আবাদ’ শব্দটা উনি বারবার 
শিখিয়েও আমি শুদ্ধভাবে উচ্চারণ না করার দরুন 
আমার মুখে paper cutter ঢুকিয়ে দিয়েছিলেন। 
আজকের সময়ে এই ব্যাপারটা ভাবা যায়? সঙ্গে 
সঙ্গে FIR...! আমাদের গুরু যেমন স্নেহ করতেন, 
তেমনি শাসনও করতেন। আমার যখন ক�োনও 
অনুষ্ঠান থাকত, ভিবি সবসময় ওঁর পুজ�ো করা 
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ধূপের ছাই আমার গলায় ছুঁইয়ে দিতেন যাতে 
অনুষ্ঠানে আমার কণ্ঠ ঠিক থাকে। ভাবা যায়! 
সত্যিই আমার গুরুভাগ্য করুণাময়ের কৃপায় ভীষণই 
ভাল। ব�োধহয় পূর্বজন্মের কিছ সুফল। বুধবারের 
শিক্ষাপর্ব দুপুর দুট�ো অবধি চলত। তারপর দুপুরের 
খাওয়াদাওয়া। যদিও উনি স্বল্পাহারী ছিলেন, কিন্তু 
সু�াদু খাবার খেতে খুব ভালবাসতেন। আমারও 
খুব কমবয়স থেকে কিছ hobby আছে। যেমন, 
রকমারি রান্না করা, সুন্দরভাবে টেবিল সাজিয়ে রান্না 
পরিবেশন করা, ঘর সাজান�ো ইত্যাদি। ওঁর খুব প্রিয় 
ছিল ইয়াখনি প�োলাও, চিলি ফিস, রাশিয়ান স্যালাড, 
ক্যারামেল কাস্টার্ড ইত্যাদি। বুধবারে ওঁর জন্য অন্য 
রান্নার সঙ্গে উপরে উল্লিখিত রান্নার যে ক�োনও 
একটি পদ থাকতই। কিন্তু খুব গরমের সময় 
চিকেন স্ট্যু  জাতীয় হালকা ধরনের রান্না করলে 
খেতে চাইতেন না। বলতেন, ওইগুল�ো হসপিটালের 
খাওয়া। খাওয়াদাওয়ার পর ঘন্টাখানেক িবশ্রাম নিয়ে 
আবার জ�োরকদমে চলত�ো গানের শিক্ষা। বহু সময় 
আমাদের সঙ্গে আমাদের প্রিয় ছাত্রছাত্রী প্রভাত, 
দীপালিরাও থাকত। সঙ্গে একজন তবলাবাদক। 
কখনও কখনও দুপুরের খাওয়াদাওয়ার পর আমরা 
সকলে মিলে ক্যারাম অথবা লুড�োয় বসে যেতাম। 
আমার ছ�োট্ট ছেলেও সেই খেলায় ভাগ নিয়ে খুব 
মজা পেত। সে ছিল ভিবির খেলার পার্টনার। সেই 
সময় ওঁর চেহারায় শিশুসুলভভাব কীভাবে যে ফুটে 
উঠত, তা ভাবলে আজও ভাল লাগে। সরল মনের 
মানুষ এখন ত�ো ক�োথাও খুঁজে পাই না! নাকি 
আমিই দেখতে পাই না! খুব সহজ সরল জীবন 
যাপন করতেন ভিবি। বিলাসবহুল জীবন কী, উনি 
জানতেনই না। বুধবারের আমাদের শিক্ষাপর্বে 
কখনও কখনও ওঁর হারম�োনিয়ামের বাজনা শুনেই 
সময় চলে যেত। কী করে ওঁর আঙুলের ছ�োয়া পেয়ে 
সুরগুল�ো এতটাই বদলে যেন ডানা মেলা পাখি 
হয়ে যেত, েস কথা ভাবলে আমার পৃথিবীর সপ্তম 
আশ্চর্যের কথা মনে পড়ে যায়। বুধবারে আমাদের 
শিক্ষাপর্ব শেষ হয়ে গেলে আমরা সপরিবারে 
ভিবিকে ট্যাক্সি করে বাড়ি পৌঁছে দিতাম। পরে 

যখন গাড়ি কিনলাম, তখন ড্রাইভ করে ভিবিকে 
পৌঁছতে যেতাম। ওঁর রসব�োধ ছিল অসামান্য। উনি 
ঠাট্টা করে বলতেন, “দেখিস, হাসপাতালের ধার 
দিয়ে দিয়ে চালাস।” সেই আনন্দময় সময়ের কথা 
আমরা আজও নিজেদের মধ্যে ভাগ করে নিই। কী 
করে যে এমন সম্পর্ক তৈরি হল, আমরা নিজেরাও 
জানি না! ব�োধহয় আমরা সম্পূর্ণভাবে ওঁর প্রতি 
সমর্পিত ছিলাম আর উনিও আমাদের নিঃস্বার্থভাবে 
উজাড় করে শিক্ষাদান করেছেন। জেগে থাকি 
সপ্তসুরে বইতে উনি লিখছেন≠ “এখন প্রশ্ন উঠছে 
আমার ভবিষ্যতের চিন্তাধারা কি? এখন আমার 
নতুন নতুন ভজন ও গজলের সুর সৃষ্টি করা এবং 
সেগুল�ো মন্দিরা ও শ্যামলকে শেখান�ো। ১৯৮৬ সাল 
থেকে আমি তাদের দুশ�োর বেশি গান শিখিয়েছি 
এবং আমার মৃত্যু  অবধি আরও আরও নতুন নতুন 
ভজন ও গজল সৃষ্টি করে যাব – এতেই আমার 
শান্তি। ওদের দুজনকে শেখান�োর ব্যাপারে জেদ 
ও পাগলামিতে দাঁড়িয়ে গেছে আমার। পাগলামি 
অর্থে ওদের না শিখিয়ে থাকতে পারি না। খালি 
মনে হয় কখন শেখাব কখন দেখাব, না হলে সব 
কিছ অসম্পূর্ণ হয়ে থাকবে। এদের শেখার প্রবণতা 
দেখে মনে পড়ে যায় ফেলে আসা পুরন�ো দিনের 
কথাগুল�ো — যখন স্বনামধন্য সঙ্গীত পরিচালকরা 
একটা গান দিনের পর দিন ধরে তখনকার দিনের 
বড় বড় গায়ক গায়িকাদের শেখাতেন এবং সেই 
সব গায়ক গায়িকারা নিষ্ঠা সহকারে শিখতেনও। 
কখনই তাঁরা মনে করতেন না যে আমরা বড় 
শিল্পী এবং সব জেনে বা বুঝে গেছি। তাঁরা সত্যিই 
ছাত্রছাত্রীদের মত�ো শিক্ষাগ্রহণ করতেন। ভাব, 
আবেগ, সঠিক উচ্চারণ, ঠিক সময় দম নেওয়া যতি 
চিহ্ন ব�োঝা, সঠিক স্কেলে গাওয়া, সময় মত�ো কথা 
নিক্ষেপ করা সব কিছই বুঝিয়ে দিতেন শিক্ষকরা। 
এই সব কিছরই দেখার স�ৌভাগ্য আমার হয়েছিল। 
শিক্ষাপদ্ধতি জেনে নিয়ে ঠিক একইভাবে ফিল্ম এবং 
অন্যান্য রেকর্ডিং-এর শিক্ষা দিয়েছিলাম লতা, আশা, 
মুকেশ, রফি, তালাত ও মান্নাকে। আমি দেখতাম কী 
স্বতঃস্ফূর্ত ভাবে তারা এগিয়ে এসে কাজ করে যেত। 
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কিন্তু এখনকার দিনে কার�োর শেখার বা জানার 
সময়ই নেই; আসে শুধু একটা ক্যাসেটরেকর্ডার 
নিয়ে এবং তাতে রেকর্ড করে নিয়ে বাড়ি চলে যায়। 
তারপর সরাসরি রেকর্ডিংয়ের দিন স্টুডি ওতে চলে 
আসে। শুধুমাত্র এই জন্যই ক�োনও গান উল্লেখয�োগ্য 
বা স্মরণীয় হচ্ছে না। কিন্তু আমি খুশী যে শ্যামল 
এবং মন্দিরা পুরন�ো দিনের শিক্ষা পদ্ধতিতেই 
আমার কাছে শিক্ষা গ্রহণ করছে। পার্থক্যটা লক্ষ 
করার বিষয় এবং নিজেকে তৈরি করার একমাত্র 
উপায় — শ্যামল, মন্দিরা ওই পুরন�ো পদ্ধতিতেই 
বিশ্বাসী। তারা আমাকে সত্যিই উদ্বুদ্ধ করেছে।”

ধানদিদির পুর�ো নাম ধানন ওয়াজইন্দোর 
ওয়ালা। ওঁর সম্পর্কে ভিবির মুখে প্রচুর কথা 
শুনেছি, কিন্তু ওঁকে আমার দেখার স�ৌভাগ্য হয়নি। 
উনি যে কত বড় মাপের মানুষ ছিলেন, ভিবির 
কথাতেই তা প্রকাশ পেত। কথায় আছে, ‘‘There 
is a woman behind every successful 
man’’, ধানদিদি তাই ছিলেন। উপেন দেবনাথ 
ভিবির ১৪ বছর বয়স থেকে ভিবির মৃত্যু  অবধি 
তাঁর ছায়াসঙ্গী ছিলেন। ভিবির সমস্ত গান ন�োটেশন 
করে লিখে রাখতেন এক কপি নিজের জন্য, আর 
এক কপি আমাদের জন্য, কপি করে আমার খাতায় 
আটকে দিতেন। সেই সমস্ত খাতা আমাদের কাছে 
সযত্নে রাখা আছে। সেই খাতাগুল�োতে আমার 
ছেলের প্রচুর আব�োল তাব�োল আঁকা আছে, েছাটরা 
যেমন করে আর কি ! এইভাবে ভিবির সাহচর্যে 
আমাদের দিন, মাস, বছরগুল�ো ক�োথা থেকে পার 
হয়ে যেত, জানতেই পারতাম না। 

সৃষ্টিশীল মানুষ কখনও এক জায়গায় থেমে 
থাকেন না। উনি তঁার ব্যতিক্রম ছিলেন না। নানান 
পরীক্ষা নিরীক্ষার মাধ্যমে উনি ভজনের সুর করতেন 
যা চলতি ভজনের সুরের থেকে সম্পূর্ণ আলাদা। 
প্রচুর অপ্রচলিত রাগে উনি ভজনের সুরার�োপ 
করেছেন। তার মধ্যে একটি ভজনের নাম ছিল 
‘লুপ্তমনি’ – এটি ছিল তুলসীদাসের ভজন, ‘সকুচত 
হ�ৌ অতি রাম কৃপানিধি কিঁউ করি বিনয় সুনাও’। 
লুপ্তমনি মানে মধ্যম ও নিষাদ এই দুটি স্বর লুপ্ত 

অর্থাৎ বর্জিত। এই ভজনটিতে আটটি স্তবক গাইতে 
হয়েছে। প্রথমে ১) সরেগপধ, , সব শুদ্ধ স্বর 
দিয়ে শুরু, তারপর ধীরে ধীরে এল ২) স, ক�োমল 
র,গপধ, , ৩) স রে ক�োমল গ পধ, , ৪)স 
রেগপ ক�োমল ধ, , ৫) স, েকামল রে, ক�োমল গ, 
পধ, , ৬) স, েকামল রে, গপ, েকামল ধ, , ৭) 
স র ক�োমল গ, প, েকামল ধ, স ৮) স, েকামল 
রে, েকামল গ, প ক�োমল ধ, স। এই ভজন আমি 
শিখতে গিয়ে ভাবছিলাম, কী করে গাইব? কিন্তু 
ওঁর শেখান�োর পদ্ধতি এত সহজ ছিল যে আয়ত্ত 
করতে সক্ষম হয়েছিলাম। এই ভজনটি মুম্বাইয়ের 
এক কনসার্টে ভিবির পরিচালনায় পরিবেশন 
করেছিলাম। এটি একটি নমুনা মাত্র। এইরকম 
যে কত অসংখ্য ভজন উনি সৃষ্টি করেছেন, তার 
হিসেব নেই। উনি সবসময় সুরের মধ্যেই ডুবে 
থাকতেন। মুখে গুনগুন করতেন আর সিগারেটের 
প্যাকেটে ন�োটেশন লিখে রাখতেন, সেই ন�োটেশন 
নতুন করে খাতায় লেখা হত। 

আমাদের সাধারণ মানুষের কাছে ভি বালসারা 
মানে স্টেজে কিছ ফিল্মের গান, নানান instrument 
এ বাজান�ো এক শিল্পী এবং music arranger. 
কিন্তু নানান ধরনের গানে ওঁর সুরার�োপের বিষয়ে 
সেইভাবে ক�োনদিনই আল�োকপাত হয়নি। অামার 
বলতে দ্বিধা নেই আমরা একজন গুণীর প্রকৃত 
মূল্যায়ন তাঁর মৃত্যু র পর করে থাকি। জীবিত 
অবস্থায় সেই মূল্যায়ন হলে একজন সৃষ্টিশীল মানুষ 
আরও অনেক উৎসাহ ও উদ্যম নিয়ে তার সৃষ্টিকে 
এগিয়ে নিয়ে যেতে পারেন। আমার দুই গুরুর 
ক্ষেত্রেই ঠিক এমনটাই ঘটেছিল। তাঁরা সঙ্গীত 
জগতের দিকপাল ছিলেন, কিন্তু জীবিত অবস্থায় 
ক�োনও ধরনের বিশেষ সম্মানে ভূষিত হননি। এটা 
খুবই দুঃখের। এইখানে আমার সঙ্গীত সমাজের 
প্রতি বিশেষ অনুর�োধ, গুণগত মানের ওপরেই যেন 
গুণীর বিচার হয়। 

ভিবির কাছে সঙ্গীতের বাইরেও নানান শিক্ষা 
পেয়েছি। যেমন, জীবনে প্রতিকূল অবস্থাতেও 
নিজেকে কীভাবে স্থির রাখা যায়, অন্তরে দুঃখ 
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বেদনা হাহাকার নিয়েও মুখে কী করে হাসি ধরে 
রাখতে হয়! এই কথাগুল�ো লিখতে গিয়ে আমার 
অন্তর চুরচুর হয়ে যাচ্ছে। অন্যের দুঃখকে নিজের 
করে নিতে জানতেন ভিবি। ১৬ নম্বর অক্রূ র দত্ত 
লেনে ওঁর টেবিলে একটা মাঝারি ধরনের ক�ৌট�ো 
থাকত। তার ওপর DONATION বলে লেবেল 
লাগান�ো থাকত। ওই donation এর টাকা অবসর 
নেওয়া দুস্থ শিল্পীদের বাড়ি পৌঁছান�ো হত�ো। ভিবি 
আমার স্বামীর হাত দিয়েও অনেক দুস্থ শিল্পীর 
বাড়িতে ওই টাকা পাঠিয়ে দিতেন। এই কাজ উনি 
নীরবে করে যেতেন। আজকাল ত�ো দাতার থেকে 
বিজ্ঞাপনদাতার সংখ্যাই বেশি।

যতদূর মনে পড়ে ২০০১ সালের প্রথম 
দিকে ভিবি কর্কট র�োগে আক্রান্ত হন। সেই সময় 
সম্পর্কের মজবুত বন্ধন কী ভীষণভাবে উপলব্ধি 
করেছি। ধানদিদির দুই ভাইপ�ো রহিনতন আর 
কেরস্কইন্দরওয়ালা এবং তাঁদের স্ত্রী যথাক্রমে 
খুরশি আর ফরিদা যে কী ভাবে ভিবির যত্ন 
নিয়েছেন, সেটা ভাষায় বলা যাবে না। ড. ভবত�োষ 
বিশ্বাসের তত্ত্বাবধানে রাজকীয়ভাবে ভিবির 
চিকিৎসা আরম্ভ হয়। সেই সময় বুঝতে বাধ্য 
হয়েছিলাম, ‘Blood is not thicker than the 
water.’ ২০০৩ সালে USAর বিশ্বাস রেকর্ডস 
থেকে আমার ভজনের একটি CD ‘Bhajan 
Deed’ প্রকাশিত হয়। সেখানে আমি ভিবির সুরে 
গাওয়া ১২টি ভজন রেকর্ড করেছিলাম। একথা 
ভেবে এখনও আমি মনে শান্তি পাই যে, ভিবির 
উপস্থিতিতেই ভবানীপুরের Audio Centre-2 
এ রেকর্ডিং হয়েছিল। এদিনের একটি ঘটনার 
কথা না উল্লেখ করে থাকতে পারছি না। একটা 
গান রেকর্ড করে Listening Room এ গিয়ে 
শুনছিলাম কেমন হয়েছে। ফিরে এসে দেখি স্ট্যান্ডে 
আমার ভজনের খাতাটি নেই। আমার ত�ো আতঙ্কে 
প্রায় আধমরা অবস্থা। হঠাৎ দেখি ভিবি ওই খাতা 
সযত্নে নিজের কাছে রেখেছেন, আমাকে দেখে 
শাসনের সুরে কেন আমি খাতা ছেড়ে চলে গেছি, 

তার জন্য বকলেন। এইসব কথা যখন ভাবি, তখন 
ওঁর অভাবটা ভীষণভাবে নাড়া দেয়। 

২০০৫ সালের মার্চ মাসে সঙ্গীতের নানান 
workshop ও concert এর জন্য আমাকে 
আমেরিকা যেতে হয়েছিল। যাওয়ার আগের 
দিন আমি ওঁকে দেখতে ইন্দরওয়ালা পরিবারের 
বালিগঞ্জ প্লেসের বাড়িতে গেলাম। সেটাই যে শেষ 
দেখা, জানতাম না। ভারাক্রান্ত মন নিয়েই পরদিন 
সিয়াটেলের উদ্দেশে্য রওনা দিলাম। ওখানে এক 
অভাবনীয় ঘটনা ঘটেছিল। এক রাত্রে ঘুমের মধ্যেই 
নাকের কাছে ধূপ ও রজনীগন্ধার গন্ধে ঘুম ভেঙে 
গেল। রাত তখন দুট�ো। যতবার ঘুম�োতে চেষ্টা 
করি, সেই একই সুবাসে ঘুম ভেঙে যায়। সেই 
রাতে অার ঘুম�োতেই পারলাম না। পরের দিন 
সকালে আমার ছেলে ফ�োনে জানাল ভিবি আর 
নেই। আমি ছেলেকে জিজ্ঞেস করলাম ভিবিকে 
ক�োথায় রাখা হয়েছে? ছেলে বলল, “মা, ভিবিকে 
স�ৌরভে (Music Academy) রাখা হয়েছে প্রচুর 
ধূপ আর রজনীগন্ধার মাঝে। বাবা আর আমি 
ওখানেই ছিলাম।’’ আমি সঙ্গে সঙ্গে নিউ ইয়র্কের 
বাসিন্দা তবলাবাদক সমীরদাকে (সমীর চ্যাটার্জি) 
ফ�োন করে খবরটার সঙ্গে আমার বিগত রাতের 
অভিজ্ঞতার কথাও জানালাম। সমীরদা বললেন, 
উনি এখন স্পিরিট ত�ো, ওঁর স্পিরিট ত�োমাকে 
জানিয়ে দিয়ে চলে গেছেন। এখনও এই ঘটনা 
আমার কাছে একই রকম রহস্যময়। logic, 
argument, science এখানে ব্যর্থ।

দেশে ফেরার পর একদিন ওঁর উকিলের ফ�োন 
পেলাম। উনি ১৬ নম্বর অক্রূ র দত্ত লেনে যেতে 
বললেন। গিয়ে দেখি ওঁর সমস্ত ভজন, গজল, 
গীতের composition গুলি আমার নামে উইল 
করে রেখে গেছেন। ফেরার পথে বাকরুদ্ধ হয়ে 
চ�োখের জল মুছতে মুছতে গাড়ি চালাচ্ছি, ছেলে 
শ�ৌভিক বলল, “মা, ভিবি ত�োমার কাছে নিরাপদ 
জায়গায় এগুল�ো রেখে গেছেন, এখন ভিবির সৃষ্টিকে 
বাঁচিয়ে রাখা ত�োমার কাজ।” 
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	 This year 2022, is marked for birth 
centenary of legendary Bengali folk and 
mass singer Nirmalendu Chowdhury who can 
conjure even rabble in his time, in his song. 
Great Indian maestro Salil Chowdhury once 
said that "Nirmalendu reached the voice and 
melody of ordinary rajpath to Rajdarbar." 

Born in Beheli village, Sunamgunge 
distr ict,  Sylhet in undivided Bengal, 
Nirmalendu from his childhood not only 
mingled with portentous 
o f  n a t u r e  b u t  h e  c a n 
apprehend the very thread 
of folktune from ballad, 
myth, folklore etc. Though 
he formerly took lesson 
from Kiranshasi Dey and 
Ashokvijay Raha, duo teacher 
in Rabindrasangeet, but that 
training was not satisfactory 
due to his colloquial Sylhet 
pronunciation. He also took 
lesson from Pranesh Das and 
Sudhir Chakraborty. Later in 
Calcutta he took training in 
classical music from Suresh 
Chakraborty.

Independence struggle against British 
rule and 'Call of the drums' of Indian People's 
Theatre Association (IPTA) created an 
unputdownable character within Nirmalendu. 
Revolutionary thus created a rebel in Music.

As a mass singer he joined in IPTA 
sylhet music squad which was formed with 
Hemanga Biswas, Khaled Chowdhury, Hena 
Das, Sauta Sen etc. His political ideological 
leader was Ashu Sen, a prominent figure of 

Nirmalendu Chowdhury : Doyen of Bengali Folk Song
Samudra Guha
Actor & Drama Director

IPTA in undivided Bengal, later in West Bengal. 
His relation with IPTA ws sustained upto his 
last breathe. In the Eighties IPTA of West 
Bengal released an LP record whose music 
director was Nirmalendu.

Undoubtedly detour of his musical 
career came when he was invited to Indian 
Parliament, in a cultural programme 
organised by the then deputy external 
minister Anil Chanda who knew Nirmalendu 

from Santiniketan.
Ani l  Chanda,  was  a 

student of London School 
of Economics and private 
secretary of Rabindranath 
Tagore. His wife Rani Chanda 
was a prolific author who 
won Rabindra Puraskar for 
her book, Purnakumbha in 
1954. Both of them worked 
in Santiniketan as a closest 
associate of  Tagore during last 
decade of his life. At that tenure, 
they heard Nirmalendu's song 
at Santiniketan, appreciated 
him and acknowledged.

At that parliament programme, prime 
minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru hearing 
folk song of Nirmalendu was so stunned 
and overwhelmed; he selected Nirmalendu 
Chowdhury for participation in 1955, Warsaw 
World Youth Festival. That's the starting point 
of limelight.

There he stood first  in folk song 
competition among 123 participant countries. 
His execellent song 'Musalman bole go Allah' 
enfrachised him. Next day he toured the 

Centenary Tribute
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whole Warsaw city standing at the doorsteps 
of the bus and singing openly in loud voice.

In the mean time he settled in Calcutta in 
1951-52 from Sylhet and it was a tedious and 
strenuous livelihood indeed but his talent 
bruised all the barrier.

In the same year 1955, an Indian delegation 
toured from Russia to other East European 
countries like Hungary, Poland etc. In 1959 
he went in Russia, Mongolia then China. In 
1963 he toured New Zealand, Australia and 
performed there. In the year 1966 in London 
in a memorial programme of Nehru in front 
of Lord Mountbatten he presented folk 
songs. In 1974 he visited Russia again. He 
visited France, Germany, Finland, Yugoslavia, 
England in 1975. In 1977 he visited USA. In 
1979 he went in Japan to present his song 
in renowned 'Silk Route concert'. Home and 
abroad, everywhere, he was regarded as a 
pioneer of Bengali folk 'lok-sangeet'.

It was an unusual prithee on behalf of 
India government for him; to present his song 
in front of foreign dignitaries. From Marshal 
Tito to Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev, US 
president Eisenhower to queen Elizabeth, 
Chinese premier Chou-En-Lai everyone 
bemused and enthralled to his musical 
performance and then clasped him for 
musical clarity and superexcellance.

Salil Chowdhury organize 'Bombay Youth 
Choir', in Maharashtra. His comrade in co-
operation were Nirmalendu and Dwijen 
Mukhopadhyay. In that Choir harmoniser was 
Anil Biswas. That Choir was not only symbolic 
collaboration but an ideal musical trinity.

In 1964-65 he formed an institution named 
'Lokbharati', whose musical opera theatre 
'Molua' was highly appreciated by the people.

He was avant-garde in the sense that he 
break the traditional 'Pallygiti' and created 
a new genre 'Lokgiti'. From Bhatiali to Jari, 
Sari, Chatka, Bhawaiya, Dhamali, Jhumur in 
every score of folksong he was omnipotent. 
Reputation and popularity created such 
a prodigy. In 1963 at Park Circus maidan, 
Calcutta, he with world famous mass 

and folk singer Pete Seegar presented a 
spectacular musical rhapsody.

First record of his song was released in 1956, 
consist with two Pallygiti, 'Tomar Lagiya Re' and 
'Amar Sadher Nao', lyricist Anal Chattopadhyay. 
In 1961, Nirmalendu inundated total Bengal with 
his famous song 'Sohag Chand...' which is still 
well-known popular song of Bengal. Near about  
200 records had been released from different 
music companies. Folk culture was in his vein but 
he didn't confine within the musical framework.

He was always wafture in music and 
crossed one after another cultural space.

His first appearence in Bengali Cinema, 
1960, was 'Notun fasal'. Later he acted in 
several films like 'Smriti Tuku Thak', 'Dakater 
Hat', 'Biraj Bou' in Hindi, but his significant 
contribution as a playback singer was in Rajen 
Tarafdar's film 'Ganga' whose music director 
was Salil Chowdhury.

His theatrical venture is also remarkable. 
'Angaar' drama was his debut in Bengali 
theatre. 'Angaar' based upon a true fact of 
mine accident which was directed by Utpal 
Dutt and it's a gallant production of Indian 
theatre. 'Titas Ekti Nadir Naam' is also another 
magnificent theatre directed by Utpal Dutt 
and Nirmalendu played splendid job there. 
In each and every sphere of activity he was 
not only successful but also a pathfinder. 
From folk singer to music director, from stage 
acting to screenplay everywhere his worthy 
contribution is unforgetable.

Besides these cultural eloquence, in 
mid sixty he was appointed as a lecturer 
in Rabindra Bharati University and in 1969. 
promoted to Reader of music department. In 
this period his renowned book, Epar Bangla, 
Opar Bangla was published.

He passed away on 18th April, 1981 in his 
Linton Street, Kolkata residence. How can 
we describe his demise? Exit of a doyen or 
end of a genre. It was a classic revelin of a 
true humanist and revolutionary maximalist 
Indian folk singer.

Courtesy : Uttara Chowdhury
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Glimpses of Some Selected Astronomical 
Manuscripts of The Asiatic Society 
Rita Bhattacharyya
Principal Investigator of an ongoing Research Project, The Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society has a rich repository 
of manuscripts on diverse disciplines. 
As such a good number of astronomical 
manuscripts written in Sanskrit language 
are upkept there. The author during her 
involvement in the survey work under the 
Project of National Mission for Manuscripts 
(NMM), New Delhi, organised by Calcutta 
University Manuscript Resource Centre 
(CUMRC) came across a handsome collection 
of Astronomical Manuscripts (IM1001-
1500) which are not only wonderful but also 
fascinating in nature. These manuscripts 
had originally been collected by the Indian 
Museum, Kolkata and were subsequently 
being preserved in the Manuscript Museum 
of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata. The present 
communication mainly aims at reporting 
the varieties of such manuscripts with brief 
notes on the same. 

A Short Summary of Indian Astronomy: 

The study of Astronomy in India is as 
ancient as her civilisation. The astronomical 
literature in Sanskrit falls into three slightly 
overlapping periods. The first period is that 
of the Vedic Sa<hitās and the Brāhmaƒas 
from the mists of antiquity to about 800 BCE. 
The Vedas, Brāhmaƒas and Sa<hitās contain 
many references of astronomy, cosmology 
and mathematics. 

The second period represented by the 
Vedā„gajyoti%a, the Śrauta, G\hya and 
Dharmasūtras, Manu and Yājňavalkya, Garga 

and Jaina works like Sūryaprajňapti ended 
about the 3rd CE. 

The  third  period begins  at  the 
commencement of the Christian era and is 
represented by the works called Siddhānta 
and gave rise to the works of Āryabha[a(476 
CE) and Brahmagupta (475-550 CE)and 
so on. After 3rd century, the Astronomy 
in India took a sharp turn and the new 
system based on scientific principles called 
Siddhānta system came into prominence, 
which continued upto 12th CE. During that 
time, the outstanding contributors in the 
field were: 

* Āryabha[a 1 ( approx. , 476 CE) 
* Var_hamihira (approx., 485 CE) 
* Brahmagupta ( approx., 598 CE) 

The period onwards 13th century 
witnessed very little original works but a large 
production of commentaries and secondary 
works. From the time of Mahendra Sūri (1320 
CE) in the 14th century to that of Kamalākara 
(1616 CE) of Divākara Daivajňa lineage 
in the 17th century, during which some 
astronomers were associated with the royal 
courts of Tughluqs and later on of the Moghuls, 
ample opportunities arose for the exchange 
of astronomical and mathematical ideas 
between the two traditions of scholarship, 
Indian and the Arabian/Persian—the Hindus 
and the Muslims.

In fact, with the advent of Arabic 
and Persian astronomical tradition in 

Treasures of The Asiatic Society
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India under State patronage, the Hindu 
Astronomers took an effort to produce 
translations, adaptations and books of 
combined traditions. To satisfy such kind 
of quest there arose the need for Bi-lingual 
dictionary. Thus K\%ƒadāsa, a protégé of 
Akbar compiled a Pārasikaprakāśa in about 
1575 CE, containing a Persian-Sanskrit 
Dictionary of Astronomical terms and a 
grammar of Persian in Sanskrit. But due 
to incompleteness detected in translation, 
Mālajit wrote another Pārasikaprakāśa in 
1643 CE., which appended classified lists of 
astronomical terms in Arabic and Persian 
with its Sanskrit equivalents. As such Mālajit 
was honoured by Emperor Shahjahan with 
the title Vedā„garāya.   

Selected Astronomical Manuscripts Extant 
in The Asiatic Society Collection: 

• The great work of Bhāskara II, Siddhānta 
Śiromaƒi (IM 1254), is found available in 
the Asiatic Society Manuscript Museum. 
It is divided in four parts (1)Līlāvatī, 
(2)Bījagaƒita (3)Gaƒitādhyāya, and 
(4)Golādhyāya. The first part Līlāvatī 
is essentially a book on Arithmatic 
based on Brahmagupta’s Brahmasphu[a 
Siddhānta ,  Śrīdhara’s Pā[ igaƒ ita 
and Āryabha[a II’s Mahāsiddhānta. 
The second part  Bījagaƒ ita or 
Bījaviv\tikalpalatā (IM 1165) is an 
exercise on Algebra, being influenced 
by his predecessors like Brahmagupta, 
Śrīdhara, Padmanābha and Mahāvīra. The 
third part, Gaƒitādhyāya or Grahagaƒita, 
is related with mathematics on planets, 
while its fourth part Golādhyāya is 
concerned with sphere. 

• Other remarkable text on Astronomy, 
Kāmadogdhri (IM 1034), is available 
in the Indian Museum Collection 
of the Asiatic Society Manuscript 
Repository, which is a commentary on 
Sūryasiddhānta. 

• Trijyāpramāƒa (IM 1199) is a text on 
Astronomical Mathematics which dealt 
with Geometry. 

• Again, Gaƒitanāmamālā (IM1350) of 
Haridatta, son of Śrīpati is a noted 
glossary of Astronomy. 

• Rekhāgaƒita of Jagannātha (IM1425) is 
a treatise on geometry, which was 
written for the king Jayasi<ha. This 
Jayasi<ha was the emperor, who 
built five observatories and made 
remarkable observations. These 
observatories contained a good 
number of instruments and were 
meant to mutually confirm and check 
the observations. Rekhāgaƒita is the 
Sanskrit translation of the Euclid’s 
Geometry in Arabic, Tahsir-u-Uqlidas 
by Nasir-al-Din al Tusi. 

• Another Astronomical text of merit, 
V\ttaśataka (IM1027) authored by 
Maheśvara, father of Bhāskara II, is also 
found in the manuscript form. 

•  A  rare  and age-old  manuscr ipt , 
Praśnabhairava of  Ga„ gādhara 
Daivajňa (IM1188) is found in the 
Indian Museum Collection of the Asiatic 
Society. The manuscript dates back to 
1551 śaka, i. e. 1629 CE. 

• Bhāsvat# or Bhāsvatikaraƒa of Śatānanda 
(IM 1042) is a text on solar and lunar 
eclipse, where a passage on eclipse is 
available. ---------- 

Candragrāse caturthā>śe dhūmravarƒah prakīrtita 
Ardhagrāsastu k\%ƒa syāt k\%ƒatāmrastripādake / 
Sarvagrasta sakapila‰ sūryah k\%ƒastu sarvadā 
Eva> grahaƒavarƒastu kathita‰ p@rvas@ribhi‰ //

The changes of colouration of moon and 
sun depend on the extent of eclipse, which 
is expressed by the above sloka :    

The moon becomes smoke-coloured 
(dhūmravarƒa) when quarter part of moon 
is suffered by eclipse, it becomes black when 
the eclipse will be half and it converts into 
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cuprite black (k\%ƒatāmra) when three-
fourths of eclipse is occurred. The tawny 
coloured (sakapila) Sun appears black when 
the total eclipse situation completed. In this 
way the stages of eclipse are narrated by the 
predecessors(pūrvasūribhi). 

• The Bhāsvatī of Śatānanda of Puri, in 
8 sections, is a popular karaƒa text 
based on the Sūryasiddhānta of 
Varāhamihira’s Paňcasiddhāntikā. It 
follows the ardharātrika pak%a and 
has been commented on by nearly 25 
scholars. 

• Other texts on Sūryagrahaƒa or Solar eclipse 
are Makarandakalikā of Divākara (IM 
1073) and Grahalāghavavivaraƒa 
of Viśvanātha (IM 1246-1253). The 
latter contains beautiful illustration of 
Sūryagrahaƒa. 

• Arghakāƒ]a of Hemaprabha S@ri ( IM 
1472) is the type of text which tells 
about the effect of the Sun and the 
Moon on stars, planets and cornfield 
as well, while Narapatijayācārya ( IM 
1473) enumerates the fall of meteors 
(ulkāpāta). 

• Pārasiprakāśa or Pārasikaprakāśa of 
Vedā„garāya holding the accession 
no. (IM 1435) is available in the 
Asiatic Society Manuscript Museum. 
Mālajit was honoured by Shāhjāhan 
with the title Vedā„garāya. This book 
was composed in 1643 CE to satisfy 
the king Shāhjāhan. In the colophon of 
the manuscript the following stanza is 
worthnoting. 

śrīmacchāhajāhannarendra param prīti 
prasādāptaye brute sa<skritapārasika 
racanabhedapradam kautukam jyotiraśāstra 
padapayogi saralam vedā„garāyah sudhi‰ //

This śloka means: For attaining the 
satisfaction of the emperor Shāhjāhan 
(śr īmacchāhajāhannarendra param 

prīti prasādaptaye). The great scholar 
Vedā„garaya authored the Sanskrit 
Pārasika, the astronomical text in a lucid 
language.  

This manuscript is a valuable historical 
document for syncretic roots of Hindu and 
Muslim traditions in ancient and medieval 
Indian astronomy. 

• The manuscripts available in Indian 
Museum Collection of the Asiatic Society 
not only discuss the mathematical 
portion and astronomical effect on 
human life, but also can enumerate the 
emergent international relationship 
side by side. A number of mss. are 
available where the relation between 
India and Iran was worthnoting. 

Tājikasāra by Haribha[[a ( IM 1018) 
and Tājikaratna or Tājikaratnākarajātaka 
by Ga„gādhara, son of Govardhana and 
grandson of Divākara (IM 1054) are those 
type of texts. 

• Navā„kurāƒi[īkā (IM 1336) is a text of 
astronomical mathematics, where 
an important geometrical diagram is 
available on the front folio. 

Besides the above texts there is a 
separate genre of literature depicting 
the computation of Moon’s shadow in 
determining the time and planetary 
positions, viz Candracchāyāgaƒīta I by 
Parameśvara and Candracchāyāgaƒīta II 
with a detailed commentary by Nīlakaƒ[ha. 
The authors of the Candraccāyagaƒita III, IV 
are anonymous. Four other different tracts 
of titles are Cchāyāgaƒita, Sūryacandra- 
cchāyāgaƒita , Sūryacchāyāgaƒita . The most 
important of such IM collections of the Asiatic 
Society refers to Cchāyāpuru%alak%aƒa or  
Chāyāpuru%adarśana. Other astronomy 
related Astrological manuscripts are also 
found available in the Indian Museum 
Collection of the Asiatic Society. 
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Concluding Remarks 

In order to trace out the inherent roots 
of knowledge in Indian Astronomy, one has 
to follow the information preserved in these 
manuscript forms. If these are properly 
screened and duly assessed, that will no 
doubt go a longway to have given a glimpse 
of the hidden seeds of intellect generated by 
the great minds of Ancient India. Interestingly 
enough many scholars have started their PhD 
work depending on the information given in 
the present resume.   
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Alexander Csoma de Koros and The Asiatic 
Society
Bandana Mukherjee
Life Member, The Asiatic Society

The Hungarian Scholar  Alexander Csoma 
de Koros (1784-1842), is regarded as  World’s 
first and foremost scholar of  Tibetan language 
and culture. He may be called as the father of 
Tibetan studies in India.

There is an innate relation between 
the Asiatic Society and the national hero 
of  Hungarian  people 
Alexander Csoma de Koros.

It is interesting to note 
that  the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, presently known 
as the Asiatic Society, 
Kolkata is founded by an 
outstanding scholar from 
Oxford, Sir William Jones. 
Jones came to India as a 
puisne Judge of  the Bengal 
Supreme Court at Fort 
William. Within a month 
of his arrival in India he 
along with his few friends 
founded the Asiatic Society 
on 15th January 1784. Coincidentally in the 
same year only about after two and a half 
months of the foundation of the Asiatic 
Society Sandor Korosi Csoma, who was 
popularly known as Alexander Csoma de 
Koros was born as a sixth child in a poor but 
noble military family on 4th April 1784. Csoma 
born in the village of Koros in Transylvania , 
presently Romania, which at that time was a 
part of the Kingdom of Hungary.

 What a combination of these two blessed 
auspicious and important incidents is! 

Therefore, 1784 is very important for India 
especially for the Asiatic Society.

It is through the Asiatic Society and its 
publication that World’s attention was first 
drawn to India’s rich cultural and literary 
heritage. The Asiatic Society is the mother 
institution of Indian Museum, different 

S u r v e y  o f  I n d i a  l i k e  
Archeological Survey of 
India, Zoological Survey 
of India, Anthropological 
Survey of India and so on.  

From the biography 
of Csoma  it appears that 
Csoma’s quest for  finding 
out the ‘roots’ of Hungarian 
people (Magyar life)  since 
his childhood motivated his 
impecunious travel with no 
valid Visa to Central Asia by 
learning several languages, 
reading manuscripts with 
the aid  of scholars.  Csoma 

graduated him from Gabor Bethlen College 
with a scholarship and went to the University 
of  Gottingen to study English and Arabic. The 
biography of Csoma also highlighted the fact 
that  he had no government support for his 
undertaking. Infact,  he had only a permit to 
go to Bucharest  on some business,  with an 
insufficient amount of money. But he had 
some  qualities which were very important 
i.e. he knew many languages like Arabic, 
Persian, Turkish, Russian and English and his 
assets were “his ability to walk a long distance 

Treasures of The Asiatic Society



42 | Monthly Bulletin, SEPTEMBER 2022

to sleep without a bed or blanket to survive  
on  almost any kind and quality of food, 
to value the company of poor and simple 
people with his innate nature of modesty 
and simplicity”  as described by his teacher 
(Professor Hegedus).

Practically for his dignified personality 
unpretentious scholarship, life of simplicity, 
d i l i g e n c e ,  d e d i c a t i o n   a n d  s t r o n g 
determination Csoma was also known as 
“Hermit hero from Himalayas”, “Hermit 
hero from Hungary”, “Pilgrim Scholar”, 
“Bharat-Pathik”, who dedicated his life for 
the advancement of learning. Csoma is still 
regarded as a patriot among his countrymen 
because of his solitary search for the earliest 
settlements of Hungarians of Asia.

Anyway, with the object of fulfilling his 
mission and keeping his vow towards his 
motherland Csoma left Transylvania in 1819. 
It was a very difficult journey to travel from 
Europe to Asia by boat, raft and foot along the 
old trade root to Yarkand via Srinagar. In this 
context it may be mentioned that Csoma’s 
letter to captain Kennedy dated January 28, 
1825 published in the first volume of the 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London 
1834 is the first and most important auto-
biography of  Csoma where he has written 
about his life, his object of travelling  to 
the Far East, the places he passed on etc. 
So undoubtedly this letter of Csoma is very 
important source of history of this  Savant 
Scholar.

The archives of the Asiatic Society contains 
a good number of correspondences of Csoma  
with captain Kennedy and some of his letters 
were also published in the Journal and 
Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. From these 
sources it is clear that Csoma began his long 
and difficult journey which was full of danger, 
natural calamities and some other difficulties.

It is revealed from sources of the archives 
of the Museum of the Asiatic Society that 
the British Government in India took great 
interest in Csoma’s research, as during that 
time the Britishers in India  were very much 

interested in having Tibetan Dictionary and 
Grammar as no western scholar till then had 
ventured to undertake that  difficult task and 
deciphered Tibetan script. Csoma promised 
to Moorcroft(1)that he would translate Tibetan 
manuscripts kept on the remote monasteries 
of Western Himalayas (which he  thought 
would also help him for finding out his 
mission) in lieu of his all study materials in 
the remote monastery of  Himalayas. So 
Moorcroft offered him Rs. 300/- from his own 
pocket. (In the Introduction of his Tibetan 
Dictionary he expressed his view).

H. H. Wilson,the Secretary of the Asiatic 
Society sponsored his research by giving him 
a stipend of Rs. 50/- per month since 1824 
(Vide AR no. L277 dt. July 29,1825).

All these archival documents are kept in 
the Museum of the Asiatic Society which are 
very important for the reconstruction of the 
history of Tibetan language and culture.

On 22nd April, 1831, Csoma walked to 
Calcutta and reached at the Asiatic Society 
with all his works he has done in the remote 
monastery of Western Himalayas as per  his 
promise to British Government (Moorcroft).
Lord William Bentinck, the patron of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal warmly received him 
and arranged for him a room in  the corner 
of the Asiatic Society which is still kept as a 
memorial room and promised to meet all 
expenses for the publication of his research 
work. 

He joined in the Asiatic Society firstly as 
a Researcher in 1831 with a remuneration 
of Rs. 50/- only. Since then the Journal of 
the Asiatic Society was enriched with the 
valuable writings of Alexander Csoma. 
About 15 papers were published by him in 
the  Journals and Asiatick Researches  from 
1832 upto 1840.  After joining in the Asiatic 
Society Csoma published three articles in the 
Vol-xx of the Asiatick Researches (1836-1839), 
which was published later on in book form by 
the Asiatic Society titled as Analysis of kanjur.
The same volume also contains an abstract 
of Tanjur (pp.553-585). His 'Analysis of the 
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Dulva, a portion of the Tibetan work entitled 
the Kah-gur' was published in the Journal of 
the Asiatic Society in 1839. 

Among his other works  Mahavyutpatti 
(the English Tibetan Sanskrit Lexicon) deserves 
to be mentioned.The Museum of the Asiatic 
Society preserved the handwritten copy of 
Mahavyutpatti by Csoma.

Apart from these the Society also  
published many books on Buddhism by 
Csoma like :
•	 Tibetan symbolical names used as numerals 

in 1834.
•	 A Grammar of the Tibetan Language, in 

English. 
•	 Tibetan English  Dictionary in 5th January 

1834. 
•	 Catalogue of Kanjur & Tanjur and other 

communications on Tibetan literature 
published in the Asiatick Researches in 1834.
It was translated into French in 1881.

The Asiatic Society of Bengal elected 
him as a honorary member on February 
6,1834. Due to  his inner urge for knowing 
Indian culture thoroughly, he remained 
three months at the beginning of 1836 at 
Malda and then Jalpaiguri to study Bengali 
language. Csoma learnt Sanskrit, Bengali, 
Marathi, Persian languages  thoroughly.

In 1837, James Prinsep appointed him 
as Librarian of the Asiatic Society. This offer 
helped Csoma delve intensely in studies with 
a regular salary. Csoma’s last heart-touching 

letter addressed to James Prinsep, Secretary 
of the Asiatic Society dated 9th February, 1842 
unfold his gratitude to the Asiatic Society for 
its financial assistance and his sincere prayer 
for “long continuance” of this institution 
trusting on which he left all his assets at its 
disposal. Besides his love for Calcutta and 
the Society since he intended to come back 
here again after the completion of his second 
mission in Central-Asia also reflected in this 
letter.

But unfortunately after two months this 
great human had taken rest for eternal peace 
at Darjeeling on 11th April, 1842. The Asiatic 
Society  erected a tomb there in memory of 
Csoma, the lamp of the research of Tibetan 
language and culture that was lighted by 
Csoma throughout  Asia and in the Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata in particular is still continuing.

The Asiatic Society till today is trying its 
level best to honor and pay homage to this 
Scholar and keep a relation with Hungary.
Since then till today every year at least one 
to two groups of visitors (sometimes more) 
form Budapest, Hungary  and other parts of 
the world come to the Society  to pay their 
homage and respect to this Tibetologist. 
The Asiatic Society also implemented Indo-
Hungarian cultural exchange programme 
from 1985-1987. In that sense Csoma may 
be regarded as Cultural Ambassador (though 
unofficially) of Hungary in  India.

(1) A Veterenary Surgeon in the service of East India Company.
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Flagship Publication of The Asiatic Society

Man and Nature: The Discourses 
by Sir William Jones is a collection 
of eleven Anniversary Discourses 
delivered by him as the President 
in the Annual General Meeting 
of The Asiatic Society from 1784 
to 1794. The book was first 
published in February, 2010 and 
reprinted in March, 2017. These 
discourses were first published 
in different issues of the Asiatick 
Researches. Original spellings 

were kept unchanged during the 
type-setting of the Compilation 
but the new font is used for the 
convenience of modern readers.

In the  Foreword  of  the  
book  the  then  General  
Secretary Professor Ramakanta 
Chakrabarty described the 
tenets of the discourses in 
following words:“The Discourses 
present a brilliant comparative 
v iew of  the  cultures  and 
civilisations of the Indian sub-
continent, the Asian continent, 
and Europe in which similarities 
and diversit ies have been 
discussed by the great scholar. It 
is abundantly clear that the spirit 
of Enlightenment is writ large on 
these discourses, which have a 
great historical importance. Sir 
William Jones was associated 
with the administration of 
the East India Company. But 
he was basically a scholar, a 
researcher, and he carefully 
side-stepped the methodology 
of  the  Br i t i sh  imper ia l i s t 
historians, and evinced an 

endur ing appreciat ion of 
the contributions of Asiatic 
civilisations to the totality of 
humanities and sciences.”

The Asiatic Society published 
an annotated Bengali translation 
of the book Asia: Manab O 
Prakriti under the editorship 
of Professor Amita Chakrabarty 
in September 2011 help the 
vernacular readers. This book 
was reprinted in January, 2020.
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The detailed list of the Discourses is as follows:

Discourses Delivered on Brief Description
First Anniversary 15th February, 1784 On the Antiquities of Arts, Science and Literature of Asia
Second Anniversary 24th February, 1785 General discussion on History, Arts, Science and Legislation of Asia
Third Anniversary 2nd February, 1786 On the Hindus
Fourth Anniversary 15th February, 1787 On the Arabs
Fifth Anniversary 21st February, 1788 On the Tatars
Sixth Anniversary 19th February, 1789 On Persia
Seventh Anniversary 25th February, 1790 On China
Eighth Anniversary 24th February, 1791 On the People of Border Areas, Mountains and Islands of Asia
Ninth Anniversary 23rd February, 1792 On the Origin and the Descendants of the Asian Races
Tenth Anniversary 28th February, 1793 On Social and Natural History of Asia
Eleventh Anniversary 20th February, 1794 On Philosophy of Asia
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The evolution of life and human being on 
the Earth depicts the history of last millions of 
years. But only 50 years ago a historic event 
was happened in the evolutionary scene of 
man and nature. It was the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment held 
in the UN General Assembly during 5-16 June, 
1972 at Stockholm, Sweden. The Stockholm 
Conference 1972 which is popularly known 
as 1972 Conference was a landmark summit 
being the first such worldwide conference 
on planetary environment with the slogan 
‘only one Earth’.

In the conference the 122 participating 
countries including 70 developing and poor 
countries adopted the Stockholm Declaration 

on June 16, which essentially committed to 
26 principles and an action plan having faith 
on humanity that they will reset and rebuild 
the harmony between life and nature through 
transformative changes. The declaration was 
the first globally subscribed document that 
recognized the “interconnections between 
development, poverty and the environment”. 
The principle agreed three aspects that 
countr ies do not harm each other ’s 
environment or the areas beyond national 
jurisdiction; an action plan to study the 
threat to Earth’s environment; and establish 
of an international body called the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
to bring in cooperation among countries.

50 Years since 1972 Conference
Asok Kanti Sanyal
Biological Science Secretary, The Asiatic Society
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The United Nations General Assembly also 
established the World Environment Day 
(WED) commemorating the first day of the 
conference i.e., 5th June. But the first WED 
was held in 1974 worldwide. The declaration 
urged every country to create regulations 
for protecting wildlife and natural resources.

It was then the historical era in the domain 
of human civilization that the developed 
countries were getting more developed 
with the advent of industrialization. But 
the Earth was then experiencing severe 
events of pollution of all sorts and hints of 
a meltdown of the planet’s atmospheric 
system and those had started making news 
every day. Then the industrialized countries 
were experiencing acute problems of acid 
rain, ozone depletion and rampant use of 
pesticides as Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs), mainly the organochlorine pesticides 
like DDT, endrin, aldrin, chlordane and others. 
DDT which was first synthesized in 1874 by the 
Austrian Chemist Othmar Zeidler, used during 
second world war to control malaria and 
typhus. Later in 1939 the insecticidal action 
of DDT was discovered by Paul Hermann 
Muller; a Swiss chemist and he was awarded 
Nobel Prize in 1948. DDT then appeared as 
boon to the mankind especially for manifold 
increase of farm production due to use of 
this pesticide. But the fascination with DDT 
faded away when it was known about its 
dangers after publication of the book Silent 
Spring written by Rachel Carson in September, 
cumenting the environmental harm caused 
by indiscriminate use of pesticides especially 
DDT. There were many other environmental 
issues that had generated great concern. 
The incidents were related to poisoning of 
rivers, seas and oceans, species extinction and 
mercury poisoning in Minamata Bay in Japan. 
The issues related to climate change though 
it was not believable till 1965, was of concern 
when a report which was definitive on the 
role of human emitted carbon dioxide to 
atmospheric warming. These issues gradually 
made the people of the developed countries 

anxious and started finding way out of these 
environmental problems. The government 
of Sweden then came forward and appealed 
the United Nations to sit and discuss the 
environmental issues immediately to save 
humanity’s only home the Earth.

The Stockholm Conference highlighted 
the fragility of the planet and firmly placed 
the environment on the priority lists of 
governments, civil societies, business and 
policymakers recognizing the sacrosanct 
links between the planet, human wellbeing 
and economic growth. It was focused that 
the Earth’s natural resources, including 
air, water, land, flora and fauna, especially 
representative samples of natural ecosystems 
must be safeguarded for benefit of the 
present and future generations through 
careful planning or management. Further, 
discharge of toxic substances and release of 
heat must be halted.

The then PM of India Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the 
only head of government who went to attend 
the conference, delivered plenary lecture, 
famously linked poverty and environment, 
“it is clear that the environmental crisis which 
is confronting the world, will profoundly 
alter the future destiny of our planet. No one 
among us, whatever our status, strength 
or circumstance can remain unaffected”. 
Mrs. Gandhi raised the question, “Will the 
growing awareness of ‘one Earth’ and ‘one 
environment’ guide us to the concept of “one 
humanity”?

The Stockholm Conference 1972 indeed 
started the contemporary ‘environmental 
era’. Many countries, immediately after the 
conference, established the ministry for 
Environment in their countries and India 
also created the environment department 
in 1985. The aftermath of the conference led 
to more than 500 multilateral environmental 
agreements being adopted in the last 50 
years. Several conventions pertaining to 
climate change, desertification, biological 
diversity and a few others have been ratified. 
But the question is what changes in the 
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nature and environment towards better living 
of humankind have happened after 50 years 
of Stockholm Conference 1972?

In the last 50 years, human induced 
changes on the planet disrupted a secure and 
suitable natural world that was in existence 
for over 12,000 years and human helped to 
prosper i.e., prosperity leads to environmental 
degradation. Scientists and journalists 
released several times stunning reports 
of monthly temperature rise of 1.1 degree 
Celsius since 1880 i.e., after industrialization. 
There has not been a cool month in 628 
months. It is estimated that around 31percent 
amounts to about 5000 m2 of total global area 
is under forest having 60,082 tree species.The 
fact also says that livelihood for about 9 crores 
of people is maintained by the forest. Forests 
thus provide livelihoods, mitigate climate 
change and sustainable food production. 
But forest area similar to 20 football fields are 
getting denuded every minute. During 1980 - 
2000, 10 crore hectars tropical forests, abode 
of most of terrestrial biodiversity, had been 
lost. Scientists opine that if denudation is 
continued in this rate by 2030 only 10 percent 
forest area will be present. Forests more than 
97,000 sq km in South Australia and 2200 sq 
km in Amazon were burnt during 2019 - 2020. 
The global Living Planet Index 2020 shows 
an average 68 percent fall in monitored 
populations of vertebrates between 1970 and 
2016. The 2020 report of Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) mentioned 
around one million species are on the verge 
of extinction within one decade. These will 
include beneficial fauna and flora including 
honey bees which are dominant pollinator 
providing annual services of around 200 
billion Us dollar.

Ebola, SARS, Zika, HIV/AIDS, West Nile 
fever and Now COVID-19 like high profile 
diseases are profound in the last few decades. 
They are scientifically called, ‘Zoonotic 
diseases’ that jump between animals and 
humans. The causative agents’ microbes are 

present since Neolithic times. As the world 
population edges towards 8 billion, rampant 
development, exploitation and destruction 
of nature is putting humans and animals in 
increasingly close quarters making it easier 
for diseases to spread.

Another deadly agent is Pollution which 
causes premature death of at least nine million 
people each year. Economic growth and 
resilience depend on ecosystem. From forests 
to farmlands to ocean, Earth’s ecosystems are 
the basis of resources, services and industries. 
But as the world’s population multiplies, 
these landscapes are being degraded at an 
alarming rate.

Water crisis would be a global serious 
problem in one in every five developing 
countries. In 2020 NITI Aayog in India reported 
that 21 cities in the country are in severe 
crisis of water. Plastic is a groundbreaking 
discovery. We all are concerned with plastic 
menace but still we do not hesitate to use 
plastic materials. A report clearly shows how 
the use of plastic is increasing. In 1950 there 
was use of 50 lakh tons plastics worldwide but 
after 65 years i.e., in 2015 the amount of used 
plastic raised to 42 crore tons. Every year 115 
to 241 lakh tons plastic wastes are dumped in 
oceans, seas, rivers and all other waterways.

About 90 per cent of world population 
are affected by air pollution mostly due to 
dust particles - the particulate matters of 10 
or 2.5-micron size. A report of the Central 
Pollution Control Board says that air of about 
132 cities in India including six towns of West 
Bengal get polluted during winter. These 
particles cause respiratory diseases including 
cancer which has decreased the average 
longevity of Indian citizen nearly 1.7 years.

Another environmental crisis is related 
to River pollution. It is estimated that some 
selected areas of 351 rivers in the country are 
declared as polluted. This list includes names 
of 17 rivers of West Bengal. There are 40 to 
45 townships along the stretch of the river 
Ganga and its tributaries. From these about 
140 crore litter of polluted water comes into 
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the rivers. This causes a loss of biodiversity, 
number of diseases to man and animals, 
drastic loss of fish production resulting 
misery of thousands of fishermen in loss of 
livelihood, pollution of agricultural fields 
and loss of crop production. There are many 
other events of environmental degradation, 
the most vital aspects of state of living of 
human being.

The global population is projected to 
reach 9.2 billion by 2050. To ensure there is 
enough safe and healthy affordable food, 
we need to make significant changes to how 
we grow, produce and transport our food for 
which all the essential natural components 
are required to be healthy to produce more 
food. But the state of health of the natural 
components are really miserable. Here the 
state of only one and most vital natural 
component the soil would clearly indicate the 
unhealthy state of nature. We are very much 
concerned with climate change and global 
warming and verities of other aspects, but we 
are not addressing soil which is the habitat 
upon which millions of lives thrive. One 
teaspoon full of true soil contains microbes 
more than the total world human population. 
Whatever nutrients present in food produced 
in plant are enriched by the nutrients of 
soil. 95 percent of food and 95 percent of 
antibiotics come from soil. 12 - 15 inches of 
soil is responsible for 87 percent of all life, 
but every second one acre of top soil is lost. 
Soil requires 3-6 percent minimum organic 
content, but over 50 percent of organic 
content is already gone. Due to depletion of 
soil nutrients, what amount of nutrients you 
got from an orange in 1920s, now you need 
eight oranges to get that amount of nutrients.

The other global burning issue is hunger. 

619 million people hungry globally, of these 
40 million people are hungry in USA. 16 to 17 
percent people die to hunger every minute. 
Millions of working Americans do not know 
where their next meal is coming from! It seems 
to be funny when we find the miserable state 
of global hunger, crores of tons of food are 
getting wasted every minute. Worldwide 440 
crore tons of greenhouse gasses are produced 
annually from food wastes.

The above picture of environmental status 
clearly indicates that, since the 'environmental 
era' started in 1972, there are no signs of a 
restrain on our relationship with nature. UN 
reports showed that trade has gone up 10 
times, the global economy has grown five 
times and the world population has doubled. 
"Human development is largely fueled by a 
tripling in the extraction of natural resources, 
food production, and energy production and 
consumption over the past 50 years”.

Last year the UNEP’s report Making 
Peace with Nature said that the world is on 
track to warm at least 3 degrees Celsius 
above preindustrial levels by 2100, that 
is double the 1.5 warming mandated in 
the Paris targets, which would require a 
45 percent global emission reduction by 
2030.The excerpts of Mrs. Gandhi’s speech 
seems to be very appropriate even after 
50 years of Stockholm Conference that 
poverty and need the greatest polluters. 
The environment cannot be improved in 
conditions of poverty. Showing thumb to the 
declarations of Stockholm Conference-1972, 
the environment and nature have been 
degraded to an alarming level along with 
rampant loss of biodiversity, ultimately 
making the blue planet uninhabitable for all 
life forms including humankind.

On Environment
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In-house Staff Training Programme
A Two days In-house Staff Training Programme on 'Manuscripts with special reference 

to the Arabic/Persian and Urdu Manuscripts' was organised by the Museum section at the 
Vidyasagar Hall of the Society on 25-26 July, 2022. The programme began with welcome 
address of Dr. S. B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary.  A brief introduction on the theme and 
objective of this Staff Training Programme was given by Dr. Keka Adhikari Banerjee, Curator 
(Museum). Professor Nabanarayan Bandyopadhyay, Council Member and Professor M. Firoze, 
Joint Philological Secretary were also on the dias. The inaugural programme was concluded 
with the vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Pritam Gurey, Librarian.

The first academic session on 25th July started with the speech of Professor Nabanarayan 
Bandyopadhyay on Manuscriptology in general. Professor M. Firoze demonstrated the 
evolution of Persian language and the scripts - Naskh and Nastalique. In the post-lunch 
session Professor Anisur Rahman, Assistant Professor, Aliah University beautifully explained 
the evolution of the Arabic Language and the scripts used in this language.

On the second day Professor Golam Sarawar, Former Head of the Deptartment, Department 
of Persian, MAKAIS delivered his speech on the origin and development of Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu languages. An excellent power-point presentation along with explanation on 'The Art 
of Reading: Working with Early Modern Persian Manuscripts' was given by Sourav Ghosh, AIIS 
Fellow, Ph.D. Scholar, University of California, Berkeley. The examples were also given from the 
collection of the Arabic and Persian manuscripts of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata.

There were 30 staff members from the Library, Museum and Conservation section who 
participated in the programme. Sri Ramaprasanna Sinha, Conservation Officer, Sri Suprabhat 
Majumdar and Smt. Uma Rakshit briefly narrated how this training programme was helpful 
for them. Professor Biplab Chakrabarti, Library Secretary delivered his concluding speech and 
congratulated all the resource persons and participants for their enthusiastic interaction. The 
total programme was co-ordinated by Dr. Keka Adhikari Banerjee.

Welcome Address by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, 
General Secretary, the Asiatic Society, Kolkata

Participants in the Programme
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A fire lecture-cum-demonstration of portable fire extinguishing system for the  Quarter 
Apr-Jun 2022 was conducted on 29 Jun 2022 at 1500 Hrs at the Society premises and was 

attended by the staff available.

As part of celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and to commemorate 75 years of India's 
Independence, a voluntary blood donation camp was organized at the Asiatic Society, Kolkata 

on 12th August, 2022. The camp was inaugurated by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General 
Secretary of the Society. The camp was organized in association with SSKM Hospital Blood 

Centre. A total of 53 donors including staff of the Asiatic Society donated blood at the camp.

Blood Donation Camp

Quarterly Fire Lecture-cum-Demonstration
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A Report on Flag Hoisting 
Programme on 15th August 2022

The Asiatic Society observed 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mohatsav' on the 
occasion of 75th anniversary of the independence day of India on 
15th August 2022 in the premises of its Salt Lake Campus and the 
main building at Park Street, Kolkata.
The celebration started at 9.30 a.m. by hoisting our National Flag at 

the rooftop of the Salt Lake Campus. The Director of the Society hoisted the flag 
in the Salt Lake Building. In this programme the Administrative Officer and other 
senior officials of the Society were present.
In the main building at Park Street, the National Flag measuring 12 feet long 
and 8 feet width was hoisted by the Hon'ble President of the Society on a 40 
feet flagmast installed at the rooftop of the New Building of the Society.  During 
hoisting of flag, band pipers of Assam Regiment played National Anthem and the 
security personnel of the Society gave Guard of Honour to the National Flag of 
India. After the delivery of the speeches by the President, General Secretary, Pradip 
Bhattacharya, M.P. (Rajyasabha) and Vice-President of the Society, other dignitaries 
and the employees of the Society, the programme was concluded with National 
Anthem sang by the Employees and others. The Programme ended at 11.15 a.m.

This Independence Day, India celebrates the 
150th birth anniversary of Sri Aurobindo who 
was born on August 15, 1872, in Kolkata. 
Marking the occasion, the Asiatic Society, 
Kolkata paid tribute to Rishi Aurobindo on 
his birth anniversary. On this occasion, Smt. 
Shakti Mukherjee briefly highlighted on the 
life and works of Rishi Aurobindo. Professor 
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President and Dr. 
Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary 
of the Society spoke on Sri Aurobindo. Sri 
Aurobindo's message to the Nation on the day 
of Independence, in 1947 was centered around 
dreams and visions for India. Shri Arupratan 
Bagchi read out the message. Shri Jagatpati 
Sarkar and Shri Pranab Majhi also gave their 
brief speeches on this occasion.150th Birth 

Anniversary of 
Sri Aurobindo
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A cultural programme 
t i t l e d  ‘ P a r t i t i o n  & 
Independence:  Reflections 
in Literature & Cinema’ was 
organized at the Vidyasagar 
Hall of the Society on the 
Independence Day (15 th 
August, 2022) as a part of 
the concluding programmes 
on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
participated by the staff 
members  and research 
scholars of the Asiatic Society. 
The multi- l ingual event 
comprising English, Bengali, 
Hindi, Urdu and Punjabi had 
rendition of poems & songs 
and readings from short 
stories &novels written on 
Independence of India in the 
backdrop of its partition. The 
programme also included 
presentations based on some 
important films made on the 
partition theme. 

The pains of partition, 
particularly the partition in 
the east   as portrayed in the 
literary works in Bengali were 
presented through rendition 
of poems written by Kaji 
Nazrul Islam, Annadashankar 
Ray, Jibanananda Das, Samar 
Sen, Manindra Ray,  Sunil 
Gangopadhyay and Sankha 
Ghosh. Recitation of Urdu 
poems written by NidaFazli, 

Faiz Ahmad Faiz and Sahir 
Ludhianvi and Amrita Pritam’s 
Punjabi poem Aaj Aakhan 
Waris Shah Nu with a musical 
composition touched upon 
the tragedies of partition 
in the western provinces of 
Punjab & Sindh. This section 
of the programme also had a 
rendition of the Hindi poem 
Azadi Abhi Adhuri Haiby Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and reading 
from the English translation 
of the Urdu short story ‘The 
Return’ by Saadat Hasan 
Manto. 

The tragedies of partition, 
both on the eastern & western 
borders from the works of 
eminent filmmakers were also 
narrated with visual clips from 
the films.The section ‘Partition 
theme in Cinema’ included 
references from the films 
Meghe Dhaka Tara, Komal 

Gandhar & Subarnarekha by 
Ritwik Ghatak; Chinnamool 
by Nemai Ghosh and Tamas 
by GovindNihalini based on 
Bhisam Sahani’s Hindi novel 
by the same name.  Rendition 
of songs composed by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay, 
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi 
Nazrul Islam, Mukunda Das, 
Muhammad Iqbal and Salil 
Choudhury evoked patriotic 
e m o t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e 
audience.  The programme 
ended with a positive note 
through narration and songs 
showing the intense tolerance 
of the people of India from  
diverse religions &culture, 
living together and perfectly 
demonstrating  ‘Unity in 
Diversity’ as envisioned by our 
great leaders.  The event was 
webcast live in the Facebook 
page of the Society. 

Cultural Programme on ‘Partition & Independence:  
Reflections in Literature & Cinema’
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Composite Exhibition on the occasion of  
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (75 Years of India’s Independence) 
is going on…
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Two Special Lectures on ' The Ancient Indian 
Cultural Tradition'

Events

Professor Samiran Chakrabarti, 
Former Director,  Vedic 
Studies, Rabindra Bharati 
University, delivering 
a lecture on 'Vedic 
Beginnings of Ancient 
Indian Intel lectual 
Tra d i t i o n s '  o n  1 2 
August, 2022 at the 
Humayun Kabir Hall of 
the Society

Swami Atmapriyananda 
Maharaj, Pro-Chancellor, 
Ramakrishna Mission 
Vivekananda Educational 
and Research Institute, 
Belur Math delivering a 
lecture on 'Upanishads: 
T h e  M a r v e l l o u s 
Exploratory Science of 

Consciousness' on 4 August, 
2022 at the Humayun Kabir Hall 

of the Society
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A two - day Seminar  on 
Rajendralala Mitra was held 
on 25th & 26th August 2022 
at Raja Rajendralala Mitra 
Bhawan, CL-24, Sector II, Salt 
Lake City, Kolkata. At the outset 
the inaugural session of the 
seminar started at 11 a.m. on 
25th August 2022 in which Dr 
Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General 
Secretary of The Asiatic Society 
delivered the welcome address. 
Professor Tapati Mukherjee, 
Co-Ordinator of the seminar 
introduced the theme of the 
seminar. Professor Swapan 
Basu delivered the keynote 
address at the seminar. After that 
Professor Barid Baran     Ghosh, 
President, Bangiya Sahitya 
Parishad, Kolkata released the 
book titled  Rajendralal Mitra 
authored by Professor Syamal 
Chakrabarti. Professor Swapan 
Kumar Pramanick, President of  
The Asiatic Society  delivered 
his Presidential Address. Dr. 
Sujit Kumar Das delivered a 
vote of thanks at the end of the 
inaugural session.

The first academic session 
started at 12.30 p.m.  on the topic 
'Rajendralala Mitra : An Apostle 
of Awakening in 19th century 
Bengal'. Professor Subhas Ranjan 
Chakraborty chaired the session. 
Both Professor Arun Kumar 
Bandopadhyay and Professor 
Mahua Sarkar were  the speakers 
of the session. After the lunch 
break the second academic 
session on the topic “Unraveling 
vistas of ancient Indian wisdom” 
star ted.  Professor  Didhit i 
Chakraborty chaired the session. 
Professor Bijaya Goswami and 
Smt. Sneha Agarwala were the 
speakers of the session.

On the 2nd day of the 
seminar  on the  topic  “ I n 
pursuit of scientific awareness : 
Rajendralala`s contribution” 
in the 3rd Academic session 
Professor Manas Chakrabarti  
chaired and Professor Syamal 
Chakrabarti and Dr Sabyasachi 
Chatterjee delivered their speech 
on the topic. The 4th academic 
sess ion was on the topic 
'Contribution of Rajendralala 

Mitra in Vernacularisation and 
Linguistics'. Professor Krishna 
Bhattacharya chaired the session. 
Shri Shyamsundar Bhattacharya 
was the only speaker of the 
session. In absence of  Professor 
M a h i d a s  B h a t t a c h a r y a , 
the chairman of the session  
Professor Krishna Bhattacharya 
read out the paper of  Professor 
Mahidas Bhattacharya. The 
5th academic session on the 
topic was 'Rajendralala in the 
role of an innovative editor'. 
Professor Biswanath Roy chaired 
the session. Professor Ashis 
Khastagir delivered his speech. 
The 6th academic session was 
on the topic 'Rajendralala as 
a nationalist icon'. Professor 
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, 
President of the Asiatic Society 
chaired the session. Professor 
Tapati Mukherjee delivered her 
speech in this session. In the 
Valedictory Session Professor 
Shaktisadhan Mukhopadhyay 
del ivered the Valedic tor y 
Address and Dr Arunabha Mishra 
delivered  Vote of Thanks to all 
members of the seminar.

Professor Swapan Basu 
delivering Key-note address at 

the Seminar.

On the dais (L to R): Professor Barid Baran Ghosh, Dr Satyabrata 
Chakrabarti, Professor Swapan Basu, Professor Swapan Kumar 

Pramanick, Professor Syamal Chakrabarti and Dr Sujit Kumar Das.

Seminar on Rajendralala Mitra : A Report

Events
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xy‹þyëÅ ˜#öìl¢‹þw ö¤l Œ3 löìèþÁºîû 1866 
éŸé 20 löìèþÁºîû 1939Š ’þz!l¢ G !î¢ ¢•þöì†þîû 
îD!î˜Äy‹þ‹Åþyîû ?ˆöì•þ ~†þ x!îß¿îû”#ëû îÄ!_«cÐ 
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G ¤y!¥öì•þÄ ß¬y•þöì†þy_îû hßìöìîûîû ²Ìy!•þÛþy!l†þ 
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?%l †þ!¡†þy•þy !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëû xy™%!l†þ èþyîû•þ#ëû 
èþy£ìy !îèþyöìˆîû ëyeyîû½þ ¥öìëû!Sé¡ •„þyîû¥z ¤%öìëyˆÄ 
öl•,þöìcÐ ~¥z ú!•þ¥y!¤†þ ‰Øþlyîû !þ›Séöìl !Sé¡ 
!îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëûîû xlÄ•þô îû*þ›†þyîû ô¥yôylÄ ’þzþ›y‹þyëÅ 
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¤%!l!˜ÅÜT þ›!îû†þÒlyÐ ~¥z ˜%¥z ’þz˜Äô# îÄ!_«öìcîû ²Ìíô 
¤‚öìëyˆ ‰öìØþ èþyîû•þ#ëû èþy£ìy !îèþyˆ ²Ì!•þÛþyîû ~†þ 
ë%öìˆîûG öî!¢ ¤ôëû xyöìˆÐ •þ•þ!˜öìl ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû 
x¤yôylÄ ¤,!ÜT îDèþy£ìy G ¤y!¥•þÄ Œ1896Š ˜%¥z 
‡öì[þ ²Ì†þy!¢•þ ¥öìëû öˆöìSéÐ lîþ›ëÅyëû îD˜¢ÅléŸé~ 
•„þyîû è)þëû¤# ²Ì¢‚¤y †þöìîûöìSél îûî#wlyíÐ 1906 
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þ›˜öìÇþþ› @ýÌ¥” †þöìîû ‹þ¡öì¡lÐ !l!î’þü ö˜¢öì²Ìô G 
ˆèþ#îû ßºy?y•þÄ²Ì#!•þ ¤Äyîû xyÖöì•þy£ìöì†þ !‹þîû†þy¡ 
‹þy!¡•þ †þöìîû ~öì¤!Sé¡Ð ö˜¢#ëû èþy£ìyéŸé¤y!¥•þÄéŸé¤‚
ß,ñé!•þöì†þ !•þ!l xhsýîû öíöì†þ èþyöì¡yîy¤öì•þlÐ !î¢ 
¢•þöì†þîû öˆy’þüyöì•þG •„þyîû ôy•,þèþy£ìy îy‚¡y •þ‡lG 
ò˜%/!‡l# î”Åôy¡yó ¥öìëû xly˜,•þyîû ôöì•þy ~†þþ›yöì¢ 

þ›öì’þü!Sé¡Ð •þyîû ö¤¥z ™)!¡¢ëÄy öíöì†þ •%þöì¡ ~öìl 
îûy?†þ#ëû ô!¥ôyëû ô!¥ôy!§º•þ †þîûyîû ö‹þÜTy †þîûöì¡l 
!•þ!lÐ xyîû •„þyîû ~ †þyöì? xþ›!îû¥yëÅ ¤¥yëû ¥öìëû 
’þ z‘þöì¡l ˜#öìl¢‹þwÐ ö¤¥z ¤¥yëû•þyîû xlÄ•þô 
x!èþKþyl 1914éŸéö•þ ²Ì†þy!¢•þ î,¥ê ̃ %¥z ‡öì[þ ¤ôy® 
•„þyîû x¤y™yîû” ¤‚†þ¡l †þôÅ îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûÐ ~¥z 
¤yîûßº•þ ²Ìöì‹þÜTy!Øþ Ö™% ¤%!î¢y¡ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû¥z 
þ›!îû‹þëû ö˜ëû!l– ~†þ¥z ¤öìD þ›!îû‹þëû ’þz̃ ä‰y!Øþ•þ †þöìîûöìSé 
!lëû•þ ¤y!¥•þÄéŸéèþyî%†þ ßºöì˜¢#ëû ¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû þ›îûô 
xl%îûyˆ# ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîûGÐ
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ú!•þ¥y!¤†þ– þ›!e†þy ¤Á›y˜†þ– ²Ìy‹þ#l þ›%!íîû 
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˜#öìl¢‹þw ¤y!¥•þÄ¤,!ÜTöì•þ G ¤y!¥•þÄéŸéþ›ëÅyöì¡y‹þlyëû 
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xy‹þyëÅ ˜#öìl¢‹þw ö¤öìlîû îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû
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î%öìVþ¥z •„þyîû Gþ›öìîû ~†þ!Øþ ¤Á›)”Å l•%þl !îèþyˆ 
þ›!îû‹þy¡lyîû ̃ yëûèþyîû !l/¤‚öì†þyöì‹þ xþ›Å” †þöìîû!Séöì¡l 
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•þöìî ~ ¤)‹þlyîûG ~†þØþy Öîû&ëûyê xyöìSéÐ 1906 
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˜y!ëûc @ýÌ¥” †þöìîû¥z xyÖöì•þy£ì !î!èþ§¬ ßºlyô™lÄ 
!¢Çþy²Ì!•þÛþyl öíöì†þ ë¢ßº# x™Äyþ›†þöì˜îû xy¥´yl 
†þöìîû ò¥z’þz!lèþy!¤Å!Øþ öß›¢y¡ ö¡†þ‹þyîûóéŸé~îû îÄîßiy 
†þöìîû!Séöì¡lÐ 1908 ¤y¡ öíöì†þ ‹þy¡% ¥öìëû!Sé¡ 
òö¤y¢y¡ ¥z’þz!lèþy!¤Å!Øþ !îû’þyîû!¢þ›ó– ëyîû ’þzöìj¢Ä 
!Sé¡ !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëû ˆöìî£ì”yîû þ›!îûöìî¢ ¤,!ÜT †þîûyÐ 
~¥z ’þzþ›¡öìÇþ ²Ìíô îSéöìîû¥z !•þl?l !î!¢ÜT þ›![þ•þ 
!?ƒ !íîØäþ–  !Øþƒ ~¥z‹þƒ ¥¡Äy[þ G ~ƒ ÖÄÞØþyîû î_,«•þy 
!˜öìëû!Séöì¡lÐ þ›öìîûîû îSéîû Œ1909Š ~ ™îûöìlîû 
=îû&cþ›)”Å î_,«•þyîû ˜y!ëûc ~öì¤ þ›’þü¡ ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû 
Gþ›îûÐ !•þ!l ²Ìy‹þ#l ë%̂  öíöì†þ ’þz!l¢ ¢•þöì†þîû ô™Äþ›îÅ 
þ›ëÅhsý !¡!‡•þ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû Gþ›îû ‹þyîûôy¤ ™öìîû 
þ›ëÅyëûe«öìô î_,«•þy !˜öì¡lÐ ̃ yîû&” ²Ì¢‚!¤•þ ¥¡ ö¤¥z 
î_,«•þyÐ ~èþyöìî 1909Ÿé12 ‹þyîû îSéöìîû ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
öë î_,«•þy=!¡ !˜öìëû!Séöì¡l– þ›îûî•Åþ#†þyöì¡ •þy ˜%!Øþ 
î¥z ¥öìëû öîöìîûyëûÐ ~îû ²Ìíô!Øþ ¥¡ History of 
Bengali Language and Literature ²Ì†þy¢†þy¡ 
1911Ð xyîû !m•þ#ëû î¥z!Øþ !Sé¡ The Vaishnava 
Literature of Medieval BengalÐ ~!Øþ ²Ì†þy!¢•þ 
¥öìëû!Sé¡ öî¢ †þöìëû†þ îSéîû þ›öìîû 1917 ¤yöì¡– ëyîû 
è)þ!ô†þy !¡öì‡!Séöì¡l ˜#öìl¢éŸéxl%îûyˆ# ~†þ?l 
¥z‚öìîû? èþyîû•þ•þ_´!î˜ ö?ô¤ä ’Èþyôuþ xÄyuþyîû¤lÐ 
•þíÄ !¥öì¤öìî ~‡yöìl ’þzöìÍÔ‡Ä öë– ²Ìíô îSéöìîûîû 
²Ì¢‚¤l#ëû î_,«•þyîû þ›öìîû¥z 1910 ¤yöì¡ ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
!îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëûîû ¤öìîÅyF‹þ ²Ì¢y¤l ö¤öìlöìØþîû ¤˜¤Ä 
ôöìlyl#•þ ¥l ~î‚ ~¥z þ›öì˜ !•þ!l Øþyly !î¢ îSéîû 
x!™!Ûþ•þ !Séöì¡lÐ

xyöì¡y‹þÄ îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þë û é Ÿ é~îû ¤öìD 
xyîûéŸé~†þ Ø%þ†þöìîûy ¥z!•þ¥y¤ ?!’þüöìëû xyöìSé ~¥z 
xy™%!l†þ èþyîû•þ#ëû èþy£ìy !îèþyöìˆîûÐ ¤Äyîû xyÖöì•þy£ì 
ô%öì‡yþ›y™Äyëû ’þzþ›y‹þyëÅ !¥öì¤öìî •„þyîû ²Ìíô ˜æþyîû 
Œ31ƒ03ƒ1906éŸé30ƒ03ƒ1914Š †þyëÅ†þyöì¡îû ôöì™Ä 

†þ¡y!îèþyöìˆîû ?lÄ †þöìëû†þ!Øþ =îû&cþ›)”Å x™Äyþ›†þ 
þ›öì˜îû ¤,!ÜT †þöìîû!Séöì¡lÐ !†þév öë‡yöìl x™Äyþ›†þ 
!löìëûyˆ †þîûy ¤½þî ¥ëû!l– ö¤‡yöìl ÷•þ!îû †þöìîû!Séöì¡l 
!îû¤y‹Åþ öæþöì¡y!¢öìþ›îû þ›˜Ð î•Åþôyöìlîû òîDèþy£ìy G 
¤y!¥•þÄ !îèþyˆó •þ‡lG ßiy!þ›•þ ¥ëû!lÐ ̃ )îû˜,!ÜT¤Á›§¬ 
¤Äyîû xyÖöì•þy£ì þ›!îû†þÒly †þöìîû x@ýÌ¤îû ¥öì•þ !ˆöìëû 
1913 ¤yöì¡ òîûyô•þl% ¡y!¥’þü# !îû¤y‹Åþ öæþöì¡y!¢þ›ó 
‹þy¡% †þîûöì¡l ~î‚ ²Ìî•Åþöìlîû ¤öìD ¤öìD¥z 27 
ö¤öì²WzÁºîû G¥z þ›öì˜ ˜#öìl¢‹þwöì†þ !lë%_« †þîûöì¡lÐ 
öæþöì¡y!¢þ›!Øþ !Sé¡ þ›„y‹þ îSéöìîûîû ~î‚ ¢•Åþ !Sé¡ ~¥z 
öë– þ›˜y!™†þyîû#öì†þ ²Ì!•þ îSéîû !l!˜ÅÜT þ›!îûôy” î_,«•þy 
!˜öì•þ ¥öìî ~î‚ ô%oöì”yþ›öìëyˆ# ¥öì¡ !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû 
ö¤=!¡ !l? îÄöìëû ô%!o•þ †þîûöìîÐ 1914éŸé19 þ›ëÅhsý 
˜#öìl¢‹þw  öë î_,«•þy=!¡ !˜öìëû!Séöì¡l ö¤=!¡ 
¥¡: 'Typical Selections from Old Bengali 
Literature' (1914), 'Chaitanya and His 
Companions' (1917), 'The Folk Literature 
of Bengal' (1920), 'Bengali Ramayanas' 
(1920)  ~î‚ 'Chaitanya and His Age' 
(1922)Ð ~‡yöìl î¡y xyî¢Ä†þ öë– 1914 ¤yöì¡ 
²Ì†þy!¢•þ 'Typical Selections from Old 
Bengali LiteratureéŸé¥z ¥¡ xyôyöì˜îû xyöì¡y‹þÄ 
òîD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûó– ëyîû 'Selections' îy !lîÅy!‹þ•þ 
¤y!¥•þÄy‚¢=!¡ !Sé¡ ô)¡•þ ²Ìy‹þ#l G ô™Äë%öì̂ îû îy‚¡y 
¤y!¥•þÄ öíöì†þ– ë!˜G ~îû ˜#‰Å è))þ!ô†þy!Øþ ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
!¡öì‡!Séöì¡l ¥z‚öìîû!?öì•þÐ 2021 ¤yöì¡îû ~!²Ìöì¡ 
~¥z ¤%î,¥ê @ýÌöìsiîû xylr˜ ¤‚ßñîû” ²Ì†þy!¢•þ ¥öìëûöìSé 
ëíy!î!¥•þ ˜%¥z ‡öì[þÐ ~îû l•%þl xî•þîû!”†þy ßºîû*þ› 
¤%!‹þ!hsý•þ ò†þíyô%‡ó îû‹þly †þöìîûöìSél ~ ¤ôöìëûîû 
²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ²Ì!í•þë¢y ˆöìî£ì†þ 
x™Äy!þ›†þy ¤•þÄî•þ# !ˆ!îûÐ

îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû @ýÌsi!Øþ ~†þ!Øþ !lSé†þ ¤y!¥•þÄ 
¤‚†þ¡l ¥öì¡G ~îû ¤%²Ì‹%þîû ú!•þ¥y!¤†þ ô)¡Ä îûöìëûöìSé– 
öë ô)¡Ä ¤îÅöì•þy ’þzþ›¡!¸þ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l îûî#wlyíÐ 
îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû x¤yôylÄ ßËÜTy !¥öì¤öìî¥z Ö™% ll– 
îD ¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû xlÄ•þô xöì§º£ì†þ !¥öì¤öìî îûî#wlyí 
¥z’þzöìîûyþ›#ëû ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤öìD ¤ôyl xy@ýÌöì¥ ²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ 
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îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû îû¤yßºy˜öìl ëbîyl !Séöì¡lÐ •þîû&” 
îëûöì¤ ÷î£kî þ›˜yî!¡îû îû¤ôy™%ëÅ G þ›!îû”•þ îëûöì¤ 
ôD¡†þyöìîÄîû ¤ôy?éŸéèþyîly •„þyöì†þ xy†,þÜT †þöìîû!Sé¡Ð 
!•þ!l î%öìVþ!Séöì¡l îy‚¡yîû ²Ì•þÄhsý þ›ÍÔ#öì•þ !lè,þ•þ 
†%þ!Øþöìîûîû †%þ¡%!Döì•þ ¥yöì•þéŸéö¡‡y •þy¡þ›y•þy xyîû 
•%þöì¡yØþ †þyˆöì?îû þ›%!íöì•þ öëéŸéxy‡îû !¡!þ›îm* 
¥öìëû xyöìSé– •þyîû ôöì™Ä¥z ¡%!†þöìëû xyöìSé ~öì˜öì¢îû 
¤y!¥•þÄéŸ é¤ôy?éŸé¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû ¡%®²Ìyëû ¥z!•þ¥y¤Ð 
ö¤=!¡öì†þ ?îûy?#”Å ˜¢y öíöì†þ ’þzm*yîû †þöìîû 
¤îÅ¤ôöìÇþ xylöì•þ þ›yîûöì¡ îy.y!¡îû lî?y@ýÌ•þ 
÷‹þ•þlÄöì†þ ßºöì˜¢yl%îûyöìˆîû þ›öìí ¤Méþy!¡•þ †þöìîû 
ö•þy¡y ¤¥? ¥öìîÐ 1910 ¤y¡ lyˆy˜ !•þ!l G 
•„þyîû ¼y•%þÜ›%e ˆˆöìlwlyí ‘þy†%þîû ¤!Á¿!¡•þèþyöìî 
²Ìhßìyî öll ²Ìy‹þ#l îy‚¡y þ›%!í=!¡îû þ›)”ÅyD ô%o” 
G ²Ì†þyöì¢îû ~î‚ •þyîû ?lÄ îDöì˜öì¢îû î˜ylÄ 
!¢!Çþ•þ xyöì¡y†þ²Ìy® †þ!•þþ›ëû ?!ô˜yîûöì˜îû †þySé 
öíöì†þ ~†þ ¡Çþ Øþy†þy xl%˜yl ¤‚@ýÌöì¥îûG †þíy 
!‹þhsýy †þöìîûlÐ ¤ô@ýÌ †þy?!Øþ ¤Á›§¬ †þîûyîû ?lÄ 
•„þyîûy ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû lyô¥z öèþöìî!Séöì¡lÐ !†þév 
èþ@ÀßºyöìßiÄîû †þyîûöì” ˜#öìl¢‹þw •þ‡l îûy!? ¥l!lÐ 
•þ‡l •„þyîûy ~¥z ²Ìhßìyî îûyöì‡l ’þzþ›y‹þyëÅ xyÖöì•þy£ì 
ô%öì‡yþ›y™Äyöìëûîû †þyöìSé¥z– ëyöì•þ !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû ~ ²Ì†þÒ 
@ýÌ¥” †þöìîûÐ xyÖöì•þy£ì ²Ìy‹þ#l þ›%!íþô%oöì”îû ¤yîûßº•þ 
=îû&c ¤¥öì?¥z xl%™yîl †þöìîûlÐ !†þév •„þyîûG •þ‡l 
ôöìl ¥öìëû!Sé¡ "it is better to have 'Typical 
Selections from Old Bengali Literature' 
compiled on a somewhat large scale, than 
try to bring out the whole manuscripts of 
old writing"Ð ö†þlly ¤ôhßì þ›%!í ¤Á›y˜l †þöìîû 
ô%!o•þ †þîûyîû îÄîßiy †þîûy Ö™% ¤ôëû¤yöìþ›Çþ îÄyþ›yîû¥z 
lëû– •þy ~†þ¥z ¤öìD îÄëû¤y™Ä !î£ìëûG îöìØþÐ xyÖöì•þy£ì 
îûî#wlyöìíîû ²Ìhßìyî @ýÌ¥” †þîûöì¡l– •þöìî !löì?îû 
!îöìî‹þly ôöì•þy ¤‚!Çþ® †þöìîûÐ !¤!uþöì†þöìØþîû l!í 
öíöì†þ ö˜‡y ëyöìFSé– 1910 !‡ÊÞØþyöì·îû ö¤öì²WzÁºîû 
ôyöì¤ !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû ̃ #öìl¢‹þwöì†þ ~¥z ¤‚†þ¡l ²ÌéÝ•þ 
†þîûyîû ˜y!ëûc ö˜ëû ~î‚ !•þl îê¤îû !îþ›%¡ þ›!îû×öìô 
lylyl þ›%!í G ô%!o•þ @ýÌsi ö‰„öìØþ ²Ìyëû 300 ?l 

†þ!îîû !î!¢ÜT ¤y!¥•þÄy‚¢ ¤‚†þ¡l †þöìîû ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
1914 ¤yöì¡îû ?yl%ëûy!îûöì•þ ~îû ˜#‰Å è)þ!ô†þy !¡öì‡ 
!îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû †þ•,Åþþ›öìÇþîû ¥yöì•þ •%þöì¡ ö˜l ~î‚ G¥z 
îê¤öìîû¥z ~!Øþ ²Ì†þy!¢•þ ¥ëûÐ

˜#öìl¢‹þwéŸéîû!‹þ•þ ~¥z è)þ!ô†þy!Øþ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
¥z!•þ¥y¤ ‹þ‹Åþyëû ~†þ!Øþ ô)¡Äîyl ¤Á›˜ !¥öì¤öìî !îöìî!‹þ•þ 
¥öì•þ þ›yöìîûÐ ~îû ö¡‡†þ öôyØþ 17!Øþ ’þzþ›éŸé!¢öìîûylyöìô 
!îèþ_« †þöìîû ~¥z ¤‚†þ¡l @ýÌsi!Øþ !lôÅyöì”îû †þyîû”– 
!îöì¢£ìc G =îû&cöì†þ î%!VþöìëûöìSélÐ ôöìl îûy‡y îyNþl#ëû 
öë– ~ ~ôl ~†þ?l ¤y!¥•þÄéŸéˆöìî£ìöì†þîû xl%¤¦þyl# 
îû‹þly !ë!l ~îû ö˜’þüë%ˆ xyöìˆ¥z ˜%ó‡öì[þ îDèþy£ìy 
G ¤y!¥•þÄ lyöìô î,¥˜yëû•þöìlîû ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¥z!•þ¥y¤ 
!¡öì‡ öæþöì¡öìSélÐ ¤%•þîûy‚ ö¤¥z @ýÌsi îû‹þlyîû x!èþKþ•þy 
G þ›îûî•Åþ# ²Ìyëû ˜%ó˜¢öì†þîû !îþ›%¡ þ›’þüyöì¢ylyîû 
æþ¡×&!•þ !¥öì¤öìî öë ~¥z ¤%!î¢y¡ è)þ!ô†þy xyd²Ì†þy¢ 
†þöìîû!Sé¡– ö¤ !î£ìöìëû ö†þyöìly ¤öìr˜¥ öl¥zÐ ~¥z 
è)þ!ô†þyîû ¤)‹þly‚öì¢ ˜#öìl¢‹þw ¥yöì•þéŸéö¡‡y þ›%!íîû 
²Ì¤D ~öìlöìSél– ?y!löìëûöìSél ö¤¥z¤î þ›%!í ’þzm*yöìîûîû 
¤ô¤Äyîû †þíyÐ ²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤îØþy¥z 
þ›%!íîû ë%öìˆîû ¤,!ÜTÐ ~öì˜öì¢ ô%o”ëöìsfîû Öèþyˆôl 
‰öìØþ xy‘þyöìîûy ¢•þöì†þîû ö¢£ìþ›yöì˜Ð xyîû ~¥z 
ô%o”éŸé¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû ²Ì¤yîû ‰Øþöì¡ Séyþ›y‡ylyîû ˜‡¡ 
!löì•þ Öîû& †þöìîû ô)¡•þ xy™%!l†þ þ›öìîÅîû ¤y!¥•þÄÐ 
~!¢ëûy!Øþ†þ ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþ ¤‚ß,ñ•þéŸéþ›y!¡éŸé²Ìy†,þ•þ èþy£ìyëû 
îû!‹þ•þ þ›%!íîû ¤‚@ýÌöì¥ ëbîyl ¥öì¡G ²Ìíô !˜öì†þ îy‚¡y 
þ›%!íöì†þ •þ•þöìî!¢ =îû&c ö˜ëû!lÐ ²Ìíô Séyþ›y‡ylyîû 
˜y!Çþ”Ä þ›yëû öë îy‚¡y þ›%!í ö¤!Øþ ö¡y†þ!²Ìëû †þ!î 
†,þ!_îyöì¤îû îûyôyëû”Ð ~¥zèþyöìî ̃ %ó~†þ!Øþ ôD¡†þyîÄG 
ô%!o•þ ¥ëû ’þz!l¢ ¢•þöì†þîû ²Ìíôyöì™ÅÐ !†þév îy‚¡y 
þ›%!íîû ö‡„y? ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû xyöìˆ !îöì¢£ì xyîû ö†þ’þz 
†þöìîûl!lÐ xy¤öì¡ þ›%î îy‚¡yîû x? þ›y’þüyˆ„yöìëûîû 
?y•þ†þ !¥öì¤öìî þ›%!í þ›y‘þ G þ›%!í ¤‚@ýÌöì¥îû öl¢y 
•„þyîû îà!˜öìlîûÐ †%þ!ôÍÔyîû !èþöìQy!îûëûy ß%ñöì¡ !¢Çþ†þ•þy 
†þîûyîû ¤ôëû Œ1890 !‡ÊƒŠ öíöì†þ þ›%!í xl%¤¦þyöìlîû 
†þy? †þîûöì•þ !ˆöìëû !•þ!l ö˜öì‡!Séöì¡l öë– xyôyöì˜îû 
²Ìy‹þ#l ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû !†þS%é !†þS%é ¤‚†þ¡l !l!ôÅ•þ ¥öìëû!Sé¡ 
÷î£kî ô¥y?l G xy¤öìîû þ›y¡y þ›!îûöìî¢†þöì˜îû 
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myîûyÐ ö¤=!¡ !Sé¡ ~öì†þîyöìîû¥z ™ôÅ#ëû †þyîûöì” 
!†þ‚îy xy¤îû ?ôyöìlyîû ?öìlÄÐ •þyöì•þ ¤‚†þ¡†þöì˜îû 
¥z!•þ¥y¤öì‹þ•þlyîû ö†þyöìly ßºyÇþîû !Sé¡ lyÐ !†þév 
ë‡l öíöì†þ {Ù»îû‹þw =® •„þyîû ¤‚îy˜ ²Ìèþy†þîûŸé~îû 
þ›y•þyëû †þ!îGëûy¡y G xlÄylÄ ²Ìy‹þ#l•þîû †þ!îöì˜îû 
†þyîÄéŸé!l˜¢Ål ’þzm*,•þ †þöìîû •„þyöì˜îû ?#îöìl!•þ¥y¤ 
xl%¤¦þyöìlîû ö‹þÜTy †þîûöì¡l– •þ‡l îD!î˜Äy‹þ‹Åþyîû 
öÇþöìe ~†þ l•%þl !˜ˆhsý ’þzöì§Ãy!‹þ•þ ¥¡Ð {Ù»îû =öì®îû 
xyöìˆ †þy¢#²Ì¤y˜ ö‰y£ì !†þ‚îy ¥îû‹þw ˜_îûy îy‚¡y 
¤y!¥•þÄ !î£ìöìëû öë ¤ôyöì¡y‹þly ²Ì†þy¢ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l 
•þyîû èþ!DØþy !Sé¡ þ›%öìîûyþ›%!îû öl!•þîy‹þ†þÐ •%þ¡lyëû 
îûD¡y¡ îöìr˜Äyþ›y™Äyöìëûîû öîí%l ö¤y¤y¥z!Øþöì•þ 
þ›!‘þ•þ òîyDy¡y †þ!î•þy !î£ìëû†þ ²Ìhßìyîó xöìl†þ öî!¢ 
=îû&cþ›)”Å !Sé¡– ëy îy‚¡y ¤y!¥•þÄþ›yöì‘þ ¥z‚öìîû!? 
!¢Çþyëû !¢!Çþ•þ îy.y!¡öì†þ ö˜¢#ëû ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›’þüöì•þ 
’þzê¤y¥ ö?yˆyëûÐ ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû xl%¤¦þyl Öîû& ¥ëû 
~îû ¤yöì’þü !•þl ˜¢†þ þ›öìîûÐ ‹þ¤yîû– !ô¡Øþl– îyëûîûl– 
ö¢:!þ›ëûîû– !†þØþ¤ä– ö†þy¡!îû?– Gëûy’Åþ¤GëûyíÅ þ›’þüy 
~¥z ôyl%£ì!Øþîû ôöìl ¥öìëûöìSé öë– ²Ìy‹þ#l G ô™Äë%öìˆîû 
îy‚¡y èþy£ìyëû öëéŸé¤y!¥•þÄ ~†þ˜y îû!‹þ•þ ¥öìëûöìSé ~¥z 
˜#ly¥#ly îDöì̃ öì¢ •þy öëöì†þyöìly ?y!•þîû †þyöìSé ̂ öìîÅîû 
†þyîû” ¥öìëû ’þz‘þöì•þ þ›yöìîûÐ ô)¡•þ @ýÌyô#l ¤‚ß,ñ!•þöì•þ 
¡y!¡•þ ~¥z ¤y!¥öì•þÄ þ›!Ù‹þ!ô !þ›’þz!îûØþÄyl îû&!‹þîû 
xèþyî íy†þyëû •þy ßiyöìl ßiyöìl xôy!?Å•þ îû!¤†þ•þyîû 
öSé„yëûyîû myîûy !†þ!Méþê ôy!¡lÄ@ýÌhßì ¥öìëûöìSéÐ •þöìî ~¥z 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ôöì™Ä !l!¥•þ îûöìëû öˆöìSé ~†þ!Øþ ?y!•þîû 
xhsýîû¤•þÄéŸŸŸéëy @ýÌyô#l îy.y!¡îû x†,þ!eô xl%è)þ!•þîû 
î!¥/ ²Ì†þy¢ îöì¡ ̂ ”Ä ¥öì•þ þ›yöìîûÐ ²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ þ›öìîÅîû 
~¥z •þíy†þ!í•þ @ýÌyôÄ•þy •þyîû xyîû x!hßìc î?yëû 
îûy‡öì•þ þ›yöìîû!l ×#÷ì‹þ•þöìlÄîû þ›%”Äôëû xy!îèÅþyöìîîû 
þ›îûÐ ô¥y²Ìè%þîû Ö!‹þ!ß¬@»* ?#îl‹þëÅy– Öm*yèþ!_«îû 
!lôÅ¡ xy˜¢Å þ›Méþ˜¢ ¢•þ†þ þ›îûî•Åþ# îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄ 
ëíyíÅ †þyîÄ=” ¤Méþyîû †þîûöì•þ ¤ôíÅ ¥öìëû!Sé¡Ð •„þyîû 
²Ìèþyöìî ÷î£kî þ›öì˜ öë ˆ#!•þß›r˜ G îû¤ôy™%ëÅ 
ö˜‡y ö˜ëû– •þy öë ö†þyöìly ²Ìíô ¤y!îûîû ¥z’þzöìîûyþ›#ëû 
öîûyôy!rØþ†þ †þ!îîû †,þ!•þcöì†þG ¥yîû ôylyöì•þ þ›yöìîûÐ 
•þyîû èþyî¤Á›˜– ™ç!l¤Méþyîû– ôîû!ôëûy xl%è)þ!•þ– 

xþ›)îÅ ¤y‚ˆ#!•þ†þ•þy ô%@»* †þöìîû!Sé¡ þ›!Ù‹þöìôîû îû!¤†þ 
þ›y‘þ†þöì˜îûöì†þGÐ

¤y!¥•þÄéŸéèþyî%†þ ˜#öìl¢‹þw ö¤öìlîû ëyî•þ#ëû 
ö¡‡yöì¡!‡îû ¥!˜¢ †þîûöì¡ ö˜‡y ëyöìî öë– !•þ!l x‡[þ 
îöìDîû ²Ìy‹þ#l ¤y!¥•þÄ G ¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû ~†þ þ›îûô xl%îûyˆ# 
èþ_« !Séöì¡lÐ öôy!¥•þ !Séöì¡l ²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ îy‚¡y 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû èþy÷ìîÙ‹þöìëÅ– þ›yeþ›ye#îû ‹þy!îû!e†þ ô¥öì_´– 
¤y‚ˆ#!•þ†þ ô)FSéÅlyëûÐ ¥z’þzöìîûyþ›#ëû ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû •%þ¡lyëû 
•„þyîû öî!¢ èþyöì¡y ¡yˆ•þ ö˜!¢ èþyî– þ›ÍÔ#îû ¤yîû¡Ä– 
@ýÌyöìôîû öôöì‘þy ¤%îûÐ !•þ!l ôöì? íy†þöì•þl ÷î£kî 
þ›˜yî!¡îû þ›Méþîûöì¤– ˆ#!•þ†þyîû ˆyöìl– ôD¡†þyöìîÄîû 
xöì¡ï!†þ†þ xy‡ÄyöìlÐ ß%ñöì¡ ‹þy†%þ!îû †þîûöì•þ †þîûöì•þ 
•„þyîû ôöì™Ä ö?öìˆ Göì‘þ ²Ìy‹þ#l îD¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ²Ì!•þ 
!þ›þ›y¤yÐ ö¤ •,þ£ky öôØþyöì•þ •%þöì¡yØþ þ›%!íîû !˜öì†þ ¥y•þ 
îy’þüylÐ þ›)îÅîöìDîû lyly ?yëûˆyöì•þ þ›yöìëû ö¥„öìØþ îà 
þ›!îû×öìô ¤‚@ýÌ¥ †þöìîûl ¤%!îþ›%¡ þ›%!íîû ¤½þyîûÐ ö¤=!¡ 
þ›’þüöì•þ íyöì†þlÐ þ›’þüöì•þ þ›’þüöì•þ öl¢yëû î„%̃  ¥öìëû ëylÐ 
þ›yÙ‹þy•þÄ !¢Çþyëû !¢!Çþ•þ lî?y@ýÌ•þ îy‚¡yîû ôöì™Ä 
xyîû ~†þØþy !‹þîûyëû•þ îDöì̃ ¢ ö?öì̂  ’þz‘þöì•þ íyöì†þ •„þyîû 
ôöìlyöì¡yöì†þ– öë‡yöìl îy¤ †þöìîûl ‹þ[þ#˜y¤– !î˜Äyþ›!•þ– 
Kþyl˜y¤– öˆy!îr˜˜y¤– ‹„þy˜ ¤˜yˆîû– ™lþ›!•þ î!”†þ– 
îûy?þ›%e ¡y’þzöì¤l– îÄy™lr˜l †þy¡öì†þ•%þ– •þyîû 
þ›b# æ%þÍÔîûy– xèþy!ˆl# öîà¡y– ¤#•þy– ‹þwyî•þ#– 
ôàëûy– ô¡%ëûyîûyÐ îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû ²Ì†þyöì¢îû ²Ìyëû 
˜%ó˜¢†þ xyöìˆ !•þ!l öë îDèþy£ìy G ¤y!¥•þÄ !¡öì‡ 
¤y!¥•þÄéŸéú!•þ¥y!¤†þ !¥öì¤öìî !îþ›%¡ ‡Äy!•þ ¡yèþ 
†þöìîû!Séöì¡l– xy¤öì¡ ö¤¥z‡yöìl¥z ~ @ýÌöìsiîû î#? 
öþ›„y•þy ¥öìëû !ˆöìëû!Sé¡Ð ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¥z!•þ¥yöì¤ íyöì†þ 
•þíÄ xyîû !îöìÙÕ£ì”– îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûŸé~ xyöìSé 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤ôhßì ¢y‡yîû ¤öìD lî#l þ›y‘þyíÅ#îû ¤yô!@ýÌ†þ 
þ›!îû‹þëû ¤y™lÐ ~Øþy !Sé¡ ~öì†þîyöìîû¥z ²Ì!•þ!l!™cô)¡†þ 
lô%ly ¤‚@ýÌöì¥îû †þy?– ëyîû myîûy !•þ!l ¤%!î¢y¡ 
²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ îD¤y!¥öì•þÄîû !îhß,ì•þ þ›!îû¤îûöì†þ !‹þ!löìëû 
!˜öìëûöìSélÐ @ýÌsi!Øþîû xylr˜ ¤‚ßñîûöì”îû ò†þíyô%‡óéŸé~ 
x™Äy!þ›†þy !ˆ!îû îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûŸé~îû ~¥z !îöì¢£ì 
’þzöìj¢Ä!Øþöì†þ öëôl !‹þ!¥«•þ †þöìîûöìSél– ö•þô!l ~!Øþ 
öë îSéîû þ›„yöì‹þ†þ þ›öìîû ‹þy¡% ¥Gëûy ß¬y•þöì†þy_îû îy‚¡y 
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þ›y‘þe«öìôîû !èþ•þ ˆöì’þü !˜öìëû!Sé¡– ö¤!˜öì†þG xD%!¡ 
!löì˜Å¢ †þöìîûöìSélÐ öˆyØþy ô™Äë%öìˆ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
öë ¤‚†þ¡l=!¡ ¥öìëû!Sé¡ ~î‚ ’þz!l¢ ¢•þöì†þ •þyîû¥z 
¤)e ™öìîû öë¤î @ýÌsi ²Ì†þy!¢•þ ¥öìëû!Sé¡– ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
•þyöì˜îû ¤!Çþ® þ›ëÅyöì¡y‹þly †þöìîû ?y!löìëû!Séöì¡l 
öë– ÷î£kî þ›˜ ¤‚†þ¡l=!¡îû ’þzöìj¢Ä ~î‚ îD 
¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû @ýÌöìsi ¤‚†þ!¡•þ ¤y!¥•þÄ ²Ì˜¢Ål#îû 
’þzöìj¢Ä ~†þ lëûÐ þ›)öìîÅîû ¤‚†þ¡l=!¡ ö†þî¡ 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû îû¤yßºy˜öìl¥z ¤#ôyîm*– !†þév •„þyîû ~¥z 
¤‚†þ¡l xyôéŸéþ›y‘þöì†þîû •%þ¡lyëû ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû !îöì¢£ì 
þ›y‘þyíÅ#îû †þyöìSé !î˜Äyëû•þ!l†þ =îû&öìc öî!¢ ô)¡ÄîylÐ 
ß¬y•þöì†þy_îû !’þ!@ýÌ x?Åöìlîû þ›îû xyöìîûy ’þzF‹þ•þîû 
!î˜Äy¢,A <¡yëû ˆöìî£ìöì†þîû x!èþëyeyëû ~¥z @ýÌsi ò¡y¥zØþ 
¥y’þz¤óéŸé~îû è)þ!ô†þy þ›y¡l †þîûöìîÐ

²Ì!•þ!Ûþ•þ G ë¢ßº# ¤y!¥•þÄéŸéú!•þ¥y!¤†þ ̃ #öìl¢‹þw 
öë •„þyîû îDèþy£ìy G ¤y!¥•þÄ  @ýÌöìsiîû þ›!îûþ›)îû†þ !¥öì¤öìî 
îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûéŸé~îû þ›!îû†þÒly †þöìîû!Séöì¡l •þy 
~îû !î£ìëûéŸé!îlÄyöì¤îû ²Ì†,þ!•þ G è)þ!ô†þy îû‹þlyîû î¥îû 
ö˜‡öì¡¥z xl%ôyl †þîûy ëyëûÐ ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû ˜%!Øþ @ýÌsi¥z 
˜%óéŸé˜%!Øþ ‡öì[þ ¤Á›)”ÅÐ •„þyîû xyöìˆ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
¥z!•þ¥y¤ îû‹þlyëû 8éŸé10 ?l ²Ìëûy¤# ¥öì¡G öôyØþyô%!Øþ 
¤yíÅ†þ•þy ¡yèþ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l îûyôˆ!•þ lÄyëûîûbÐ ~¥z 
¥z!•þ¥yöì¤îû !e!î™ †þy¡!îèþyˆ îûyôˆ!•þîû ö¡‡yöì•þ¥z 
²Ìíô !ôöì¡!Sé¡– ëy ̃ #öìl¢‹þöìwîû †þyöìSé xyöì̃ ï ôylÄ•þy 
þ›yëû!lÐ ¡Çþ”#ëû ~ØþyG öë– ̃ #öìl¢‹þw ¤ôëûˆ•þ !˜†þ 
öíöì†þ xy™%!l†þ ë%öìˆ xîßiyl †þöìîûG ¤ô†þy¡#l 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ²Ì!•þ xy†,þÜT öîy™ †þöìîûl!léŸŸŸé•þy¥z •þyîû 
¥z!•þ¥y¤G ö¡öì‡l!lÐ •„þyîû ëy !†þS%é xyöìëûy?l 
²Ìyˆy™%!l†þöì†þ !löìëûÐ îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûŸé~G 
‰öìØþöìSé •þyîû¥z þ›%lîûyî,!_Ð •þöìî lÄyëûîûöìbîû •%þ¡lyëû 
þ›%îûy•þl# ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû xyöì¡y‹þlyëû ̃ #öìl¢‹þöìwîû ßºy•þsfÄ 
~¥z‡yöìl öë– îûyôˆ!•þîû xy×ëû öë‡yöìl ô)¡•þ ô%!o•þ 
@ýÌsi– ˜#öìl¢‹þw ö¤‡yöìl þ›%!íîû Gþ›îû x!™†þôyeyëû 
!lèÅþîû¢#¡Ð •þySéy’þüy þ›%öìîûyöìly îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû öë 
÷î!¢ÜTÄ=!¡öì†þ ö¤l ô¥y¢ëû îDèþy£ìy G ¤y!¥•þÄ 
@ýÌöìsi !‹þ!¥«•þ †þîûöì•þ Öîû& †þöìîû!Séöì¡l– xy‘þyöìîûy 
îSéîû þ›öìîû ¤‚†þ!¡•þ îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëûŸé~ ö¤¥z 

¡Çþ”=!¡ xyöìîûy ¤%ß›ÜT ¥öìëû ö˜‡y !˜öìëûöìSé ¤‚ ,̂¥#•þ 
!î£ìëû=!¡îû ’þzþ›?#îÄéŸé!èþ!_†þ ö×!”†þîûöì”îû ôy™ÄöìôÐ 
~îû !†þ!Méþê þ›!îû‹þëû ö˜Gëûy xyî¢Ä†þÐ

xy‹þyëÅ ö¤l •„þyîû ¤‚†þ¡l Öîû& †þöìîûöìSél öôï!‡†þ 
îû#!•þîû îû‹þly !˜öìëûÐ ö†þlly !•þ!l ôöìl †þîûöì•þl !¡!‡•þ 
îû*öìþ›îû xyöìˆ ¤î ¤y!¥•þÄ¥z xyd²Ì†þy¢ †þöìîûöìSé 
?l¤ôyöì? ô%öì‡ ô%öì‡Ð •þy¥z öî˜¥z Ö™% ò×&!•þó 
lëû– ö¡y†þyëû•þ ¤,!ÜT !¥öì¤öìî ’þy†þ– ‡lyîû î‹þl– ²Ì‹%þîû 
ö¡y†þSé’þüy– ™„y™y !†þ‚îy ²Ìîy˜ ¤îyîû¥z ¤,!ÜT ô%öì‡ ô%öì‡ 
~î‚ ¤Méþîû” ×&!•þéŸéîy!¥•þ ¥öìëûÐ ~„îû ôöì•þ– öîïm*ë%öì̂ ¥z 
îy‚¡y èþy£ìyîû ²Ìíô xy!îèÅþyîÐ •þy¥z ~=!¡öì†þ !•þ!l 
G¥z !îöì¢£ì ¤ôöìëûîû ¤,!ÜT îöì¡ !îöìî‹þly †þîûöì•þlÐ 
•„þyîû ™yîû”yëû– îûyôy¥z þ›![þ•þ ˜¢ôéŸé~†þy˜¢ ¢•þöì†þîû 
ôyl%£ì– ¤%•þîûy‚ •„þyîû lyöìô ²Ì‹þ!¡•þ ¢)lÄþ›%îûy”G G¥z 
¤ôöìëûîû ö¡‡yÐ ~¥z öîïm*ë%öì̂ ¥z ly!†þ lyí ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
xhsýˆÅ•þ ôy!l†þ‹þw îûy?yîû xy‡ÄyléŸéˆ#!•þ ˆöì’þü 
’þzöì‘þ!Sé¡ †,þ£ì†þ ¤ôyöì?îû ô%öì‡ ô%öì‡– ëyîû ‹)þ”Åy‚¢ îûöìëû 
!ˆöìëû!Sé¡ îû‚þ›%öìîûîû †,þ£ì†þöì̃ îû †þöìZþÐ ôy!l†þ‹þöìwîû þ›%e 
öˆy!îr˜‹þwöì†þ !‰öìîû öë öëyˆ¤y™lyîû ̂ Ò ²Ì‹þ!¡•þ !Sé¡ 
•þyîû ~†þ!Øþ þ›y¡y !•þ!l ¤‚@ýÌ¥ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l ’þz!’þü£ìÄyîû 
ôëû)îûèþO öíöì†þÐ öˆy!îr˜‹þöìwîû ?ll# ôëûlyô•þ# 
ôsf!¤m*y îûô”# !Séöì¡lÐ •„þyîû ôy¥ydÄ†þíy !löìëûG îû!‹þ•þ 
¥ëû ˆyl– ëyîû ¤,!ÜT†þy¡ ly!†þ ~†þy˜¢éŸémy˜¢ ¢•þ†þÐ 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ~¥z †þy¡éŸé!löì̃ Å!¢†þy ˜#öìl¢‹þw öëèþyöìî 
²ÌéÝ•þ †þöìîûöìSél •þy ¥ëûöì•þy þ›îûî•Åþ# ˆöìî£ì”yëû ‡![þ•þ 
¥öìëûöìSé– !†þév !•þ!l öë¤î !l˜¢Ål ’þzþ›!ßi•þ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l 
•þy ö¤†þyöì¡ ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¥z!•þ¥y¤ !lôÅyöì”îû öÇþöìe 
xè)þ•þþ›)îÅ !Sé¡Ð îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû  @ýÌsi ¤‚†þ¡öìl 
•„þyîû ²Ì™yl †,þ!•þc¥z ~¥z‡yöìlÐ ™)¤îû þ›y[%þ!¡!þ›öì•þ 
xyîm* þ %̃öìîÅy™Ä xÇþîûôy¡yîû ˜#‰Å†þy¡#l !loy ‰%!‹þöìëû 
!•þ!l •þyöì̃ îû ?y@ýÌ•þ †þöìîû •%þ¡öì¡l xy™%!l†þ îy.y!¡ 
þ›y‘þöì†þîû ¤yôöìl— Öîû& ¥¡ ²Ìyˆy™%!l†þ îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
!îþ›%¡ ²Ìy!•þÛþy!l†þ ‹þ‹Åþy– xyîû ö¤ ‹þ‹Åþyëû ~ @ýÌsi!Øþ ¥öìëû 
’þz‘þ¡ !î¢ ¢•þöì†þîû ²Ìíôyöì™Åîû ö¤îûy xî¡ÁºlÐ 1919 
¤y¡ öíöì†þ †þ!¡†þy•þy !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡öìëû ë‡l ß¬y•þöì†þy_îû 
þ›öìîÅîû îy‚¡y èþy£ìy G ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû þ›‘þléŸéþ›y‘þl Öîû& ¥¡– 
•þyîû þ›y‘þÄ¤)!‹þöì•þ !m•þ#ëû þ›öìeîû ²Ìíôyöì™Åîû ~†þôye 
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!lèÅþîû ¥öìëû ’þz‘þ¡ ~¥z î¥z!Øþ ~î‚ ö×!”†þöìÇþ ~îû þ›y‘þ 
!˜öì•þl ßºëû‚ ˜#öìl¢‹þw¥zÐ Œ~ !î£ìöìëû •þíÄ þ›yGëûy 
ëyöìî †þ!¡†þy•þy !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû xy™%!l†þ èþyîû•þ#ëû èþy£ìy 
G ¤y!¥•þÄ !îèþyöì̂ îû ¤%î”Å?ëûhsý# ’þzþ›¡öìÇþ ²Ì†þy!¢•þ 
¤%î”Åöì¡‡y Œ1974Š @ýÌöìsi x™Äyþ›†þ ë•þ#wöìôy¥l 
èþRy‹þyöìëÅîû ²Ìî¦þ òxy™!l†þ èþyîû•þ#ëû èþy£ìy !îèþyöì̂ îû 
²Ìíô þ›„!‹þ¢ îSéîû Œ1919éŸé1944Šó– þ›,ƒ 34éŸé35 
öíöì†þÐŠ

˜#ö ìl¢‹þw •„ þyî û ~¥z ¤‚†þ¡löì†þ ¤y!îÅ†þ 
î û * þ› !˜ö ì•þ !ˆö ìë û îy‚¡y ¤y!¥ö ì•þÄî û !î!èþ§ ¬ 
¢y‡yîû ¤y!¥•þÄéŸé!l˜¢Ålöì†þ ‡„%!Øþöìëû ‡„%!Øþöìëû •%þöì¡ 
™îûöì•þ ö‹þöìëû!Séöì¡lÐ !¢î G ¤)ëÅöì†þ!w†þ ˆyl– 
ôl¤yéŸé‹þ[þ#éŸé™ôÅ‘þy†%þîû ¤Á›!†Åþ•þ !e!î™ ôD¡†þyîÄ– 
îûyôyëû”éŸéô¥yèþyîû•þéŸéèþyˆî•þ G !î!èþ§¬ þ›%îûy” ~î‚ 
¤‚ß,ñöì•þ ö¡‡y ÷î£kî#ëû •þ_´ G †þyîÄ@ýÌöìsiîû xl%îy˜– 
þ›˜yî!¡ ¤y!¥•þÄ– ÷î£kî ?#îl# ¤y!¥•þÄ– ¤¥!?ëûy 
¤y!¥•þÄ– ¢y_«ˆ#!•þ öíöì†þ x¤‚‡Ä †þ!îîû x?ßË 
îû‹þlyþ›.ä!_« ’þzm*yîû †þöìîûöìSélÐ xy‡Äyl™ôÅ# îû‹þlyîû 
öÇþöìe ~†þy!™†þ †þ!îîû îû‹þlyöì†þ ßiyl !˜öì¡G †þy!¥l#îû 
™yîûyîy!¥†þ•þy ëyöì•þ î?yëû íyöì†þ ö¤!˜öì†þ •þ#Çøþ ˜,!ÜT 
!˜öìëûöìSélÐ îûyëû=”y†þîû èþyîû•þ‹þöìwîû ²Ìëûyöì”îû þ›îû 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû öÇþöìe ö˜‡y ö˜ëû ë%ˆ¤!¦þ†þy¡Ð ö¤ ¤ôöìëû 
ˆöì’þü Göì‘þ ¢àöìîû þ›„y‹þy!¡– †þ!îˆyl– xy‡’þüy¥z– Øþ¯y 
²Ìè,þ!•þ lyˆ!îû†þ îû&!‹þîû ˆ#!•þ¤y!¥•þÄÐ ˜#öìl¢‹þw 
~=!¡öì†þG xhsýè%Åþ_« †þöìîûöìSél •„þyîû ¤‚†þ¡öìlÐ 
•„þyîû ¤¦þyl# l?îû þ›öì’þüöìSé ²Ìy‹þ#l ˆ˜Ä¤y!¥öì•þÄîû 
!˜öì†þG– ëyîû xy!˜•þô !l˜¢Ål 1555 !‡ÊÞØþyöì· ö¡‡y 
~†þ!Øþ îûy?†þ#ëû þ›öìeÐ •þySéy’þüy ~¥z ˆ˜Ä¤½þyöìîû ßiyl 
öþ›öìëûöìSé xy˜y¡öì•þîû xy!?Å– †%þ¡?# þ›Øþ# îÄy‡Äy– 
!î!èþ§¬ ö¡‡öì†þîû ö¡‡y ¥z!•þ¥y¤y!×•þ xy‡Äyl– öæþyØÅþ 
’þz¥z!¡ëûô †þöì¡öì?îû þ›![þ•þöì˜îû !î!î™ îû‹þly– 
îûyôöìôy¥l îûyëû– {Ù»îû‹þw =®– xÇþëû†%þôyîû ˜_– 
ö˜öìîwlyí ‘þy†%þîû îû!‹þ•þ !lîÅy!‹þ•þ ˆ˜Äy‚¢Ð @ýÌöìsiîû 
þ›!îû!¢ÜT x‚¢!Øþ ¤ô,m* ¥öìëûöìSé †þ•þÅyöìèþy_«y öˆyÛþ#îû 
ˆyl– ¤ôöì¢îû ˆy!?îû þ›%!í– ÷î£kî !˜ˆä˜¢Ål– î,¥ê 
¤yîûyî¡#– †,þ£ì†þéŸé†þ!î †þyöìî¡éŸé†þy!ôl#– þ›yˆ¡y †þyly¥z 
G ˜%¥z!•þl?l ô!¥¡y †þ!îîû ö¡‡y ¤y!¥•þÄéŸé¤½þyöìîûÐ 

~¥z þ›y‘þÄ¤)!‹þîû !l!îûöì‡ î¡y öëöì•þ þ›yöìîû ö¤¥z ˜¢ô 
¢•þöì†þîû öîïm*ë%ˆ öíöì†þ Öîû& †þöìîû ’þz!l¢ ¢•þöì†þîû 
¥z‚öìîû? ë%ˆ þ›ëÅhsý †þôöìî!¢ lëûöì¢y îSéöìîûîû îy‚¡y 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ~†þ x¤y™yîû” þ›!îûe«ôy ’þzþ›ßiy!þ›•þ 
¥öìëûöìSé îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû @ýÌöìsiÐ @ýÌsilyô!Øþ •þy¥z 
¤îÅyöìí¥z ¤yíÅ†þÐ ë„yîûy ~•þ!˜l ¥z‚öìîû!? !¢Çþy!èþôyl# 
¥öìëû îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ÷˜lÄ˜¢y !löìëû !î¡yþ› 
!†þ‚îy !îo*þ› †þîû!Séöì¡l– ~¥z @ýÌsi !lÙ‹þëû¥z •„þyöì˜îû 
‹þÇ%þîû&§Ã#¡l ‰!Øþöìëû!Sé¡Ð

•þöìî †þöìëû†þ!Øþ !î£ìöìëû îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þë û  
!†þ!Méþê x•,þ!®îû öîy™G ~öìl ö˜ëûÐ xyôîûy !îß¿öìëûîû 
¤öìD ¡Çþ †þ!îû– ~¥z ˜%¥z ‡öì[þîû x!•þî,¥ê ¤‚†þ¡öìl 
ö†þyíyG ‹þëÅyþ›˜ !†þ‚îy ×#†,þ£k†þ#•Åþl öíöì†þ ö†þyöìly 
¤y!¥•þÄy‚öì¢îû ’þzê†þ¡l öl¥z– ~ôl!†þ ~îû è)þ!ô†þyöì•þG 
~¥z ̃ %¥z !î!¢ÜT @ýÌöìsiîû ’þzöìÍÔ‡ öl¥zéŸŸŸéëy •„þyîû îDèþy£ìy 
G ¤y!¥•þÄ @ýÌöìsiG !Sé¡ lyÐ ~¥z !îß¿ëû†þîû l#îûî•þyîû 
†þyîû” †þ#Ú xí‹þ ¤îy¥z xyôîûy †þôéŸéöî!¢ ?y!l 
öë– ’þzþ›!îû’þz_« ˜%¥z @ýÌöìsiîû þ›%!í ëíye«öìô 1907 
G 1909 !‡ÊÞØþyöì· xy!îÜ,ñ•þ ¥ëûÐ ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû 
~¥z !lÜ›,¥•þyîû †þyîû” îÄy‡Äy †þîûy ˜%îû&¥Ð ~Øþy !†þ 
¥öì•þ þ›yöìîû öë– !•þ!l þ›%!í ˜%!Øþîû ²Ìyôy!”†þ•þyëû 
¤!r˜@»* !Séöì¡lÚ •„þyîû †þyöìSé î’þY ‹þ[þ#˜y¤ G !m? 
‹þ[þ#˜yöì¤ öèþ˜ !Sé¡ lyÐ ~ô•þyîßiyëû ×#†,þ£k†þ#•Åþöìlîû 
xyöìþ›!Çþ†þ xÙÕ#¡•þy¥z !†þ •„þyîû †þyöìSé @ýÌsi!Øþöì†þ 
xþ›y.äöì_«ëû †þöìîû •%þöì¡!Sé¡Ú ~†þíy xy? ßº#†þyîû 
†þîûöì•þ¥z ¥öìî öë– ‹þëÅyþ›˜ G ×#†,þ£k†þ#•Åþlöì†þ îy‚¡y 
¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤)‹þlyþ›öìîÅîû !¡!‡•þ îû‹þly !¥öì¤öìî @ýÌ¥” 
ly †þîûöì¡ ¥z!•þ¥yöì¤îû l!í†þîû” ¼y!hsýþ›)”Å ¥öìëû ’þz‘þöìîÐ 
•þySéy’þüy !•þ!l öëéŸéôyl˜öì[þ ë%ˆ!îèþyˆ †þöìîû!Séöì¡l– 
•þy ¥z!•þ¥y¤•þöì_´îû !˜†þ öíöì†þ þ›%öìîûyþ›%!îû e«!Øþô%_« 
!Sé¡ lyÐ îÇþÄôy” ¤‚ßñîûöì”îû ò†þíyô%‡óéŸé~îû îû‹þ!ëûe# 
x™Äy!þ›†þy ¤•þÄî•þ# !ˆ!îû •„þyîû öô™yî# þ›ëÅöìîÇþöì” 
ö˜!‡öìëûöìSél öë– !èþöìQy!îûëûyl îû&!‹þöìîyöì™ ¤Á¿y!?Å•þ 
˜#öìl¢‹þw †þ#èþyöìî þ›%!íîû ô)¡ þ›yöì‘þÄîû xíÅöì†þ 
xy‚!¢†þèþyöìî î?Ål †þöìîû ößºFSéyéŸé!l!ôÅ•þ þ›y‘þ 
¤‚öìëy?l †þöìîûöìSélÐ

~èþyöìî ö˜‡öì•þ öˆöì¡– ~¥z ¤‚†þ¡l ~†þyöì¡îû 
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¤y!¥•þÄéŸéú!•þ¥y!¤†þöì˜îû ö‹þyöì‡ xöìl†þ öÇþöìe¥z 
x¤Á›)”Å G e&!Øþþ›)”ÅÐ !†þév ôöìl îûy‡y îyNþl#ëû 
öë– ¥z!•þ¥yöì¤îû !˜†þ!löì˜¢Å†þ î!Bþô‹þöìwîû ¥y•þ 
™öìîû ë‡l !¢!Çþ•þ îy.y!¡ ßºöì˜öì¢îû ¥z!•þ¥y¤ 
xl%¢#¡öìl ™#öìîû ™#öìîû xyd!löìî¢ †þîûöì•þ Öîû& 
†þöìîûöìSé– x•þ#•þ‹þ‹Åþyîû ö¤¥z ÷†þöì¢yîû†þyöì¡ ‰öìØþ!Sé¡ 
¤y!¥•þÄéŸéú!•þ¥y!¤†þ ˜#öìl¢‹þöìwîû xy!îèÅþyîÐ !•þ!l 
•„þyîû ˆèþ#îû xl%¤!¦þê¤yîû myîûy ¤#!ô•þ ¤yôöìíÅÄ 
Çþ#”ßºyöìßiÄ ë•þØ%þ†%þ xl%¢#¡l †þîûöì•þ öþ›öìîû!Séöì¡l 
•þyîû ô)¡Ä !†þév †þô lëûÐ 1940 ¤yöì¡ x™Äyþ›†þ 
¤%†%þôyîû ö¤öìlîû îyDy¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¥z!•þ¥y¤ öë 
xyd²Ì†þy¢ †þöìîû!Sé¡– •þyöì•þ •„þyîû !l?ßº•þyîû lyly 
!˜†þ æ%þöìØþ ’þz‘þöì¡G ˜#öìl¢‹þwöì†þ !•þ!l þ›%öìîûyþ›%!îû 
î?Ål †þîûöì•þ þ›yöìîûl!lÐ •„þyîû G¥z @ýÌsi îû‹þlyëû îD 
¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû !lÙ‹þëû¥z xöìl†þ xô)¡Ä ’þzþ›y˜yl 
ö?yˆyöìlyîû è)þ!ô†þyëû l#îûöìî ¥y!?îû !Sé¡Ð ̃ #öìl¢‹þw 
•„þyîû ~¥z @ýÌöìsiîû öë ¤%˜#‰Å è)þ!ô†þy !¡öì‡!Séöì¡l 
ö¤‡yöìl !•þ!l ¤öì‹þÜT !Séöì¡l ö˜¢éŸé†þy¡éŸéþ›yöìeîû 

ö²Ì!Çþöì•þ ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû •þyêþ›ëÅ !l™Åyîûöì”Ð ö†þyíyG 
ö†þyíyG x²Ì‹þ!¡•þ G ˜%öìîÅy™Ä ¢öì·îû xíÅ!löì˜Å¢ 
†þöìîû þ›%öìîûyöìly ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ²Ì!•þ þ›y‘þöì†þîû xy@ýÌ¥ î,!m* 
†þîûyîû ö‹þÜTy †þöìîûöìSélÐ †þ‡öìly xyîyîû öØþ:öìØþîû 
¤öìD ¤Á›!†Åþ•þ ²Ìy¤!D†þ •þöìíÄîû ?ylyl !˜öìëû 
¤y!¥•þÄéŸé¤‚ß,ñ!•þîû ~†þ!Øþ þ›)”Åyëû•þ îû*þ› ˆöì’þü •%þ¡öì•þ 
²Ìëûy¤# ¥öìëû!Séöì¡l– ëyîû †þíy ’þzöìÍÔ‡ †þöìîûöìSél 
x™Äy!þ›†þy !ˆ!îûÐ ¤î !ô!¡öìëû– îD ¤y!¥•þÄ þ›!îû‹þëû 
²Ìyëû ¥y?yîû îSéöìîûîû îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ~†þ xllÄ 
!˜ˆ˜¢Ål#Ð ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤y™yîû” þ›y‘þ†þ– ’þzF‹þhßìöìîû 
þ›y‘þîû•þ !¢ÇþyíÅ# ~î‚ !î˜Äyëû•þ!l†þ ˆöìî£ì”yëû !¡® 
ˆöìî£ìöì†þîû †þyöìSé ~ @ýÌöìsiîû ’þzþ›öìëy!ˆ•þy G ô)¡Ä 
xy?G x!l/öì¢!£ì•þÐ ö¤¥z ²Ìíô ²Ì†þyöì¢îû 107 
îSéîû þ›öìîû ~îû !m•þ#ëû ²Ì†þy¢ ~î‚ òxylr˜óéŸéôëû 
²Ì†þy¢ ‰Øþ¡– ëy îy‚¡y ¤y!¥öì•þÄîû ¤†þ¡ xl%îûyˆ#îû¥z 
xylr˜î™Ål †þîûöìî îöì¡¥z !îÙ»y¤ †þ!îûÐ

সনৎকুমার নস্কর
x™Äyþ›†þ– îy‚¡y èþy£ìy G ¤y!¥•þÄ !îèþyˆ– †þ!¡†þy•þy !îÙ»!î˜Äy¡ëû
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Ban
292.076
M298j

ôy†Åþy¤ x!îû!¡ëûöì¤îû xyd!‹þhsýy—
ö?Äy!•þ!îûwlyí ‘þy†%þîû †þ•, Å þ†þ 

¤Bþ!¡•þÐ éŸŸŸ é†þ¡†þy•þy − ²Ìíô 
!¤ˆöìlØþ ö²Ì¤ ¤‚ßñîû”– 2018Ð

105þ›,ƒ— 24 ö¤!ô (BN68083) 

(22.3.21)

¤Á¿)‡ !‹þeÐ

Ban
891.447
R116s.d.

¤•þ# ‹þöìRyþ›y™Äyëû
î û î # w l y ö ì í î û  ! ‹ þ ! ‘ þ þ › e  / 

!löì˜Å!¢†þyù¤•þ# ‹þöìRyþ›y™Äyëû G ö˜î# 
îûy”# ö‰y£Ð éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − îD#ëû 
?y•þ#ëû !¢Çþy þ›!îû£ìê– 2012Ð

303þ›,ƒ— 23 ö¤!ô (BN68139) 

(22.4.22) 

þ›e¤)‹þ# − þ›,ƒ 224éŸé301
þ›!îû!¢ÜT − þ›,ƒ 302éŸé303
¤Á¿)‡ !‹þeÐ
ISBN : 81-86954-43-0
ô)¡Ä − 200ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
891.447
R116sd

¤•þ# ‹þöìRyþ›y™Äyëû
îûî#wlyöìíîû !‹þ!‘þþ›e − !löì˜Å!¢†þy 

2ù¤•þ# ‹þöìRyþ›y™Äyëû G ö˜î# îûy”# 

Bengali Accession

ö‰y£ìÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − îD#ëû !¢Çþy 
þ›!îû£ìê– 2011Ð

321þ›,ƒ— 23 ö¤!ô (BN68140) 
(22.4.22)

¤Á¿)‡ !‹þeÐ
ISBN : 81-86954-60-0
ô)¡Ä − 250ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
928.0954
N579d

ö˜îyOl ö¤l=®
!löìî!˜•þy / ~†þ þ›!îûe«ô” 

ùö˜îyOl ö¤l=®Ð éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − 
xylr˜– 2019Ð

144þ›,ƒ— 22 ö¤!ô (BN68125) 

(23.12.21)

ISBN : 978-93-88870-56-6
ô)¡Ä − 200ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
928.095414

P911k

²Ì¢yhsý†%þôyîû ô!ÍÔ†þ
†þôÅyØ„þyöì’þü !î˜Äy¤yˆîû Œ1873éŸ 

é91Š ù ²Ì¢yhsý†%þôyîû ô!ÍÔ†þ— ¤%!˜l 
‹þöìRyþ›y™Äyëû †,þ•þ è)þ!ô†þy ¤¥Ð éŸŸŸé3ëû 
¤‚ßñîû”Ð éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − ˆ”¢!_«– 
2018Ð

96þ›,ƒ— 22 ö¤!ôÐ (B15347) 

(??)

Ban
934

C216p

‹þwöì†þ•%þˆöì’þüîû ¥z!•þ¥y¤—
¤Á›y˜ly þ›y§¬y¡y¡ ô!ÍÔ†þÐ 

éŸŸŸéî!¤îû¥yØþ / ßºöì˜¢– 1426Ð 
96þ›,ƒ— !‹þe − ôyl!‹þe— 22 

ö¤!ôÐ (B15666) (16.8.21)

ô)¡Ä − 45ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
934

D576b

!˜¡#þ›†%þôyîû ‹þe«î•Åþ#
èþyîû•þîöì£ ì Åî û ²Ìy!ˆ!•þ¥y¤ ù 

!˜¡#þ›†%þôyîû ‹þe«î•Åþ#Ð éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy 
− xylr˜– 2017Ð

175þ›,ƒ— 22 ö¤!ôÐ éŸŸŸŒ¥z!•þ¥y¤ 
@ýÌsiôy¡y 6— ²Ì™yl ¤Á›y˜†þ x¢#l 
˜y¢=®— ¤¥ö ìëyˆ# ¤Á›y˜†þ 
¤%èþy£ìîûOl ‹þe«î•Åþ#Š (BN68124) 

(23.12.21)

’þzöìÍÔ‡þ›O# − þ›,ƒ 165éŸé175
ISBN : 974-817215-857-6 
ô)¡Ä − 200ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954
E36

~†þöì¢y !•þ!îû¢ ~ îûy?y þ›Äyîû#öìôy¥l
†þöì¡? ß¿yîû†þ ¤½þyîû— ¤%̃ #þ›†%þôyîû 

‹þe«î•Åþ# ¤Á›y!˜•þÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − 
ö¡èþyl î%†þ¤– 2020Ð
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12–958þ› , ƒ— 50!Øþ !‹ þe − 
ôyl!‹þe— 24 ö¤!ôÐ é(B15686) 

(9.9.21)

Ban
954

M351

ôôÅ!îû•þ ¥z!•þ¥y¤ Œ¥z!•þ¥y¤!î˜ G
¤ôy?!îKþyl# x™Äyþ›†þ îû!O•þ 

ö¤l ~îû ?#îlîÄyþ›# xî˜yl G 
!îîû¡ †,þ!•þöìcîû öˆïîûöìî ¤‚î™Åly 
@ýÌsiŠ— ¤Á›y˜ly xl%þ› þ›öìÍÔÄÐ 
éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − î¥zGëûy¡y ²Ì†þy¢l– 
2021Ð

484þ›,ƒ— !‹þeyî¡# Œîû!.lŠ— 24 
ö¤!ô (B15693) (9.9.21) 

ISBN : 9788177680072
ô)¡Ä − 1000ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954

S971e

ßºþ›l †%þôyîû îÊáþ
¥z’þzöìîûyþ›#ëû èþyîû•þöì²Ì!ô†þ ù ßºþ›l 

†%þôyîû îÊáþÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy −  Ööìèþr˜% 
!ô×– 2022Ð

318þ›,ƒ— 22 ö¤!ô (B15790) 

(16.3.22) 
ISBN : 978-93-83895-80-9
ô)¡Ä − 350ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954

V655m

Öèþ†þîû# / þ›![þ•þ {Ù»îû‹þw !î˜Äy¤yˆîû
!m¢•þ ?§Ãî£ì Å  ß¿yî û†þ@ ý Ìs i— 

¤Á›y˜ly ô!¡ ö‰y£ìÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy 
− !î˜Äy¤yˆîû †þöì¡? æþîû ’þz¥zöìôl– 
2020Ð

415›,ƒ— !‹þe Œîû!.lŠ— 22 ö¤!ô 
(B15665) (16.8.21) 

{Ù»îû‹þw !î˜Äy¤yˆîû ?#îlþ›O# 
− þ›,ƒ 394éŸé416Ð

ô)¡Ä / 300ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954.03
T445e

•þ#íÅ‚†þîû îûyëû
¥zÜT ¥z!uþëûy ö†þyÁ›y!l G èþyîûöì•þîû 

xíÅ÷ìl!•þ†þ ¥z!•þ¥y¤ ù •þ#íÅ‚†þîû 
îûyëûÐ éŸŸŸ1ô xylr˜ ¤‚ßñîû”Ð 
éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − xylr˜– 2019Ð

2 0 – 1 8 5 þ › , —  2 2  ö ¤ ! ô 
(BN68122) (23.12.21) 

¤y¡þ›!O − þ›,ƒ 163éŸé166
@ýÌsiþ›!O − þ›,ƒ 167éŸé177
!löì˜Å!¢†þy − þ›,ƒ 179éŸé185
ô)¡@ýÌsi The East India Com-

pany : The world's most 
powerful corporation @ýÌöìsiîû 
îDyl%îy˜Ð

ISBN : 978-93-5040-309-9
ô)¡Ä / 250ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954.14
B616d

!îþ›%¡†%þôyîû ö‰y£ì
ö’þyô?%’þü x•þ#•þ G î•Åþôyl 

¥z!•þ¥y¤ − ~†þ!Øþ xl%¤¦þylù 
!îþ›%¡†%þôyîû ö‰y£ìÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − 
ö¡¤yîûöìØþ†þ– 2019Ð

184þ›,ƒ— !‹þeyî¡# − ôyl!‹þe— 
25 ö¤!ô (B15767) (17.2.22) 

ô)¡Ä − 300ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954.14
D286b

ö˜îy!¢¤ îöìr˜Äyþ›y™Äyëû
îöìl!˜ †þ¡†þy•þyîû ‰îûîy!’þü ù 

ö˜îy!¢¤ îöìr˜Äyþ›y™Äyëû— !‹þeyî¡# 
x¡†þ !ôeÐ éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − xylr˜– 
2012Ð

125þ› , ƒ— 32!Ø þ  !‹ þeyî¡#— 
22ö¤!ô (BN68127) (23.12. 

21) 
ISBN : 978-81-7756-158-6
ô)¡Ä − 300ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954.14
K15j

†þô¡ †%þôyîû †%þu%þ
!?¡y öô!˜l#þ›%îû − ßºy™#l•þyîû 

xyöìr˜y¡l ù †þô¡ †%þôyîû †%þu%þÐ 
éŸŸŸéöô!˜l#þ›%îû − ˜#þ›×# ²Ì†þy¢l– 
2001Ð

151þ›,ƒ— 22 ö¤!ô (B15674) 

(16.8.21) 

@ýÌsiþ›O# −  þ›,ƒ 147éŸé151
ISBN : 81-901456-0-6
ô)¡Ä − 90ƒ00 Øþy†þy

Ban
954.92
B216

îy‚¡y lyöìô ö˜¢— ¤Á›y˜ly xèþ#†þ
¤îû†þyîû— þ›!îû†þÒly G xD¤Iy 

þ›)öì”År˜% þ›e#— ôyl!‹þe xöì™År˜% ˜_Ð 
éŸŸŸé†þ¡†þy•þy − xylr˜– 2018Ð

152 þ› , ƒ  —  ² Ì !• þ ! Ø þ  þ › , Û þ y 
!‹þe¤¥— 28 ö¤!ô (BN68115) 

(23.12.21) 
ISBN : 978-81-7066-298-3
ô)¡Ä − 500ƒ00 Øþy†þy
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